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FLY AIR FRANCE AND WIN 

AFREE AIR TICKET ALONG 
WITH ACCOMODATION AT 
THE MERDMEN HOTEL / PARIS. 

WITH AIR FRANCE, YOU'RE ALWAYS A WINNER. 
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‘Iran Hag 8 cruise misales to guard Gulf 

LONDON (AP) — Iran has purchased eight supersonic, sea-skimming 
cruise missiles from Ukraine to control the vital tanker route inro the 
Gulf, the Observer newspaper reported. The purchase of the Sunburn 
missiles was characterised as being parf of an aggressive programme S' 
* Iran to renin mfliurv strencth lost in its 1980-88 war with Iraq and 


become the region's superpower. Ukraine’s partiament speaker, Ivaui 
Ptvushch. is visiting Tehran this week. Officials have said the two 
countries are discussing cooperation in various fields, including od and 
energy, but there have been no reports from Iran concerning military 
purchases. A Ukrainian-made Sunburst missile could hit j vessel passing 
through the Strait of Hormuz about 17 seconds after it is launched in Iran, 
according to the Observer. In addition to the eight missiles. Iran bought 
up to 50 MiG-29 and other combat aircraft, more than 200 T-72M1 unit* 
and the S-300 air defence system which the Russians dam is better than 
the U.S. Patriot system used in the Gulf war. the paper said. The size and 
range of Iran's arms buying has cawed concern among the smaller Gulf 
states and their Western allies. 
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Sheikh Isa 

congratulates King 

£«* a cable from SbeSb £ 

rf&SST * tbe emir 

^Sra^Jlating him on 
tne 40th anniversary of his 

k* 5 constitutional 
g>were. Sheikh Isa wished King 
HtKsem continued good health 
and happiness and the Jordanian 

peopIefuTther progress and 
prosperity. 


UAE executes 4 

ABUDHA? 1 (AP) _ Foot coo- 

™ nr “ ereis were executed 
Wednesday m a rare use of capit- 
al punishment by this federation 
of emirates. The executions were 
announced by tbe Interior Minis- 
try. It did not specify the method 
used. Previous excc u t im i* ; have 
been by firing squad. One of' 
those executed, Otama Likal 
Toya of India, was convicted in 
1989 of kflling Mubarak Khasif 
A1 Nasrri in the dty of AJ ’Ain. 
Ibrahim Ahmad Abdullah 
Ahmad and Abdullah Moham- 
ifiad A1 Khas ouni, UAE nation- 
als, were executed for killing 
Jawada Zagri Ben Nariz Ali after 
kidnapping ter along with three 
of her relatives. Thq Hate of the 
crime was not given. Rashid 
Salim Saeed A1 Falahi, a UAE 
national, was executed for killing 
Ham dan SaqrAl Falahi i»*t year. 


Beirut daily shut 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese government closed! 
the opposition daily A1 Safir 
for seven days starting 
Wednesday for pnblishing the 
alleged text of an Israeli plan 
for a possible withdrawal pom - 
Lebanon. The state prosecutor 
charged that the daily had pub- 
lished “for no legal reasons a 
document which, in the in- 
terest of the state, should have 
remained secret,'* a spokes- 
man for A1 Safir said quoting 
the official notice of closure. 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez 
told reporters the published 
document was an “incorrect 
translation” of the original and 
a fake. " 
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Mubarak ratifies 
death sentences 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- . 
dent Hosni Mubarak has rati- 
fied death sentences for seven 
Muslim militants convicted of 
attacking foreign tourists and 
plotting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, official sources said 
Wednesday- They said Mr. 
Mubarak endorsed tbe verdicts 
on May 8- No date has been set 
for the executions to be carried 
out. 

UAE to normalise 
ties with Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — The United 
Arab Emirates moved Wednes- 
day to patch up relations with 
Yemen, disrupted when Yemenis 
supported Iran during the Gnlf 
crisis. The official news agency 
SABA said the call came in a 
message from UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Na- 
hyan delivered to Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ah Abdullah Saleh. The 
message “affirmed the necessity 
of t u rn i ng the page on the past 
and looked forward to forgive- 
ness, mercy and rapproachement _ 
among brothers whose solidarity 
was unavoidable in line with their 
destiny and history,” the agency 

said. The 


.112* 


a 


va- 


sage expressed 
desire to strengthen ties in 
rioos fields that serve mutual 
interests of the two people, tile 
agency said. 
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Libya for Islamic 

boycott of Britain 

* 

TUNIS (R) — Libya called 
Wednesday for an Islamic 
boycott of Britain following^ a 
meeting between Prime Minis- 
ter John Major and author 
Salman Rssbdie. “Where are 
those who claim to be defen- 
ders of Islam,” the religions 
affairs editor of the official 
Libyan news agency JANA 
wrote in a commentary. “Why 
do they not protest and boycott 
Britain because its government 
receives at the highest level, 
such as individual who assails 
Islam, Mos&ms and the Prophet 
Mohammad?” 

2 , 


Israeli- Palestinian peace talks struggle forward 

WASITOtGrON (Agencies) — <^cf PaJestunan negotiator of both ades. Tte gaps are stand- greater speed on one track than Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- was attempting to mediate m the let’s travel from the pr 
e East peace talks are strng- Haidar Abdul Shafi said after- tug out,” an Israeli official said, on another. But overall I think it mem Per« «aid WeHne«H.v Tc^^i talks under wav in Washington, mate to a new climate v 


Chief Palestinian negotiator 
a _ 0 aidar Abdul Shafi said after- 

gling forward, disrupted by the wards the two sides were still far 
Palestinians’ anger at what they apart. 

say are broken Israeli promises “With regard to jurisdiction 
arid threat ened by a coalition over territory, the issue of leg&b*- 
crisis in Israel. . non, the issue of Jerusalem, on 

s Israeli and Palestinian nego- these there is no agreement,” be 
tiators Tuesday discussed a told r eporters. These are the 
Palestinian draft statement of main obstacles in the road.” 
principles on self-rule in the occa- He said agreement on a dec- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip huation of principles with Israel 
despite a threat from the Pales- by the end of the talks* ninth 
^ Liberation Organisation round Thursday was unlikely. 

) ttWelay the document as a “I do not believe a charter of 

principles (on Pal est ini an auton- 
But tbe Palestinians sent a re- omy) is a possibility before the 
duced team to the session and end of this round,” Dr. Abdul 
refused to convene working Shafi told reporters after a meet- 
groups set op last week because ing of the two delegations at the 
they said Israel and the United State Department. 

States had failed to cany out “I think that tbe draft they 
promises made to persuade them have presented to us definitely 
to resume the peace process. represents the gaps in the views 


tine 


of both sides. The gaps are stand- 
ing out,” an IsraeH official said. 

The Israelis presented their 
version of the document last 
Thursday and tbe Palestinians im - 
mediately condemned it for “lack 
of seriousness." 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher meanwhile was more 
enthusiastic about the prospects 
fo r pr ogr e ss. 

“There wQl be very consider- 
able progress to report” by the 
end of this round of talks,” Mir. 
Christopher said, adding tbar be 
was encouraged by the Israeli- 
Patestinian discussions because 
they were addressing substantive 


“That’s a very good sign, very 
hopeful to me," he told repor- 


“Whenever you have four effe- 
rent talks you are bound to have 


greater speed on one track than 
on another. But overall I think it 
has been a very good round,” the 
secretary said'. “I expect there 
will very considerable process to- 
report, including on the Palesti- 
nian track. But we really won’t 
know that until Friday comes 
along,” Christopher said. l%c 
secretary noted that there will be 
a recess in this round of talks 
starting May 14, when tbe parties 
return to the region for consula- 
tions. 

Asked about setbacks on the 
Israeli-Palesnnian track, >Mr. 
Christopher said that “inevitably 
there arc ops and downs in the 
situation. But the main thing 
about tbe Palestinian track that is 
notable is that they are talking 
substantive issues.” 

“That is a very good sign, a 
very hopeful sign,” be said. 


Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Wednesday Israel 
would consider further gestures 
to Palestinians to help the peace 
talks. 

Despite the Arabs’ gloomy 
assessme n t of the talks. Mr. Peres 
said he hoped Israel would be 
able to reach a joint declaration 
of an agenda with the Palestinians 
before the current round of nego- 
tiations ends Thursday. 

“We shall look very carefully' 
to any other requests of the 
Palestinians to facilitate their 
negotiations," Mr. Peres told 
foreign correspondents. 

“we are not blind, and we are 
not indifferent to tbe difficulties 
they are facing,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres, in a news confer- 
ence with tbe foreign press asso- 
ciation in Israel, also disclosed 
that the Clinton a d m inist ration 


was attempting to mediate in the 
talks under way in Washington. 

He declined to give specifics of 

what he termed “a long list of 
differences” between Israeli and 
Palestinian negoriatora, saying: 
“While the Americans are now 
trying to bridge over, I wouldn't 
like to go into the differences." 

Mr. Peres praised the current 
round as “dealing' for the first 
time with substance and not just 
procedures. 

Each side has tabled a draft 
proposal of its goals for the talks, 
which began in Madrid. Spain, in 
October 1991. 

“The Palestinians are looking 
for a map that autonomy will 
control,” Mr. Peres said. “Wc 
have suggested to the Palestinians 
a calendar, not a map, which says 
that under the present climate we 
cannot agree on the frontiers... so 


let’s travel from the present di- 
mate to a new climate which will 

make it possible for (hem and for 

us to mark permanent frontiers.” 
He said he expected the 10th 
round to convene early in June, 
On talks with Lebanon. Mr. 
Peres said that Che Israeli deiega> 
bon was disappointed with Leba- 
non’s response to die Jewish 
state's latest proposals but gave 
no details. 

Mr. Peres urged the Syrian 
delegation to be more specific on 
how it secs peace evolving with 
Israel. 

“Just to have embassies, as 
Israeli embassy in Syria and even- 
tually a Syrian embassy in Israel 
is really part and parcel of a real 


peace.” Mr. Peres said 
(Continued on page 10) 


Israelis kill two 
in occupied Gaza 


. GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli troops 
shot dead two Palestinians and 
wounded 33 in an explosion of 
violence Wednesday which left 
two soldiers wounded. 

The fighting broke out over the 
killings of six members of the 
fundamentalist Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, (Hamas), by 
Israeli troops as they tried to flee 
to Egypt, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Mohammad Salem Abo Tahe- 
ma, 13, was shot in the stomach 
when soldiers opened fire at 
stone-throwing d emons tr a tors m 
the Gaza Strip’s Rafah refugee 
camp, Palestinian sources sad. 
He died in hospital. 

At the Derr Al Balah camp in 
the Strip, soldiers posted on a 
rooftop near a- market opened 
fire on stone-throwers, hitting 
Fuad Timarez in the mouth and 
killing him instantly. Tbe 18-year- 
old had been wounded three 
other times in previous dashes 
with the Israelis. 

Troops shot and wounded 33 
other Palestinians in the Strip, 
the sources added. 


In the occupied West Batik dty 
of Nablus, two Palestinians stab- 
bed and wounded two soldiers 
during a change of guard at an 
army observation post, officials 
and witnesses- said. The Palesti- 
nians stole the soldiers* rifles and 
fled in a commandeered car. 

Hamas activists later roamed 
Nablus streets announcing by 
ioudhaDer that tbe attack was in 
retaliation for the killin g of the 
six members from Hamas, 
■Palestinians said. 

The army said one solder was 
in serious condition. The otter 
was Iiabtly wounded. Army chief 
said the inridmtt was ’ 



serious. 


have been such inci- 
dents,” he told army radio. 
“There were worse ones and les- 
ser ones. This incident is serious 
in terms of its outcome and we 
wfli handle it accordingly. 

“There is continuing activity 
made the West Bank and Gaza 
strip and we are fighting ft. I 
don’t think we’ve finished fight- 
ing the intifada. There will still be 
events of all lands.” 



Old and new woes aside, 
Jordan ponders path to future 


lan d owner Jmmra Rnwehfi lying on the ground after bearfly beaten up 
by Jewish settlers In occupied Jerusalem (AFP photo) 


Rabin seeks wider cabinet 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli effect and leave the coalition 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin without a majority in parliament, 
seeks to enlarge his ruling coali- * the Knesset 


tion to stamp out the threat to his 
government from infi gh ting be- 
tween its secular and religious 
wings, officials said Wednesday. 

Mr. Rabin, who on Thesday 
saved the government from immi- 
nent collapse and secured a one- 
week reprieve, has told aides he 
wanted to avoid a prolonged poli- 
tical crisis “at all costs.” 

He has opened a dialogue with 
the Jewish ultra-orthodox Uni- 
fied Torah Party, which has four 
witt in parliament, officials said.' 

Mr. Deri of the Shas religious 
party tendered his resignation 
Sunday demanding that the lead- 
er of the Meretz party and secular 
c ham pion be shifted from ednea-, 
tion following her -outspokeni 
comments on the Jewish religion. 

Mr. Rabin won a week’s res 
spite just t urn or es before Mr. De- 
n’s resignation was due to take. 


Shas has six MPs in the 120- 
seat Knesset. Meretz has 12 seats 
and the premier’s Labour Party 
44, five short of a majority with- 
out Shas. But tbe government 
Mho has the hflrffxrig of five Arab- 
Israeli and Communist MPs. 

Rabbi Advraham Shapira, a 
Torah MP, confirmed a dialogue 
was underway with the govern- 
ment. But the party's spiritual 
guide. Rabbi Ehezer Shach, ruled 
out joining the coalition. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, meanwhile, stressed that 
the government’s priority was the 
Middle East peace process and 
not to combat a prolonged poli- 
tical crisis. 

“We must enlarge the ruling 
coalition because the , govern- 
ment cannot at the same time 
fight both on the domestic and 
diplomatic fronts,” he said. 


Egypt-Sudan rift worsens 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s rela- 
tions with Sudan took another dip 
Wednesday when Cairo airport 

authorities refused entry of two 
grirbrnesa: diplomats coming from . 


The diplomats, Mahmoud* 
Mohammad Abdul Ghani and Al 
Saddik Abdul Aziz Abdullah, left.' 
Cairo fur the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum on a Sudanese airliner 
after wafting at the airport for IS ■ 
hdurs. 

■ 

There was no explanation for 
the Egyptian move but state- 
owned newspapers reported at 
the weekend that around 230 
Muslim extremists expelled from 
Pakistan have been received in 
Khartoum. Sudan denied the re- 
port, saying it was arming at 
fflreafatfng tensio n between the 
two countries further. 

President Hosni Mubarak has 
a nra n wl tire Muslim fundamental- 
ist go vernm ent of Sudan of train- 

ing atnd finunring MiwRm errtrem- 


istewith the help of Iran. He says: he said. 


that once trained, extremists are 
sent to Egypt and other Arab 
states on missions aimed at over- 
throwing their government. 

Hundreds or militants who 
foug£xt against former Soviet Un- 
ion in Afghanis tan have moved to . 
Pakistan, where Egypt says ex- 
tremists attacks are being plotted. 
Pakistan’s government has been 
rounding up and expelling scores 
of suspaXed radicals, 

V 

Amid growing tension between 
tbe two countries over; a border 
dispute, a Sudanese official said 
Tuesday his country would sup- 
port the establishment of an Isla- 
mic state in Egypt-. 

■ 

Gfaazi Sa i a h e d dia, presidential 
state minister, told a popular 
meeting in Khaztoum that the 
next quarrel with Egypt wiQ not 
be over territory hat morality. 

“The next battle will be be- 
tween virtue and rice and will go 
beyond the question of Habib,” 


Mubarak calls for 
Arab reconciliation 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak urged 
Arabs Wednesday to find a way 
to heal the rift earned by Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Mubarak also urged 
perseverance in Middle East 


negotiations and said he hoped an * Council (GCQ. The GCC com- 

* ® 1 . .. _■ ■ ^ «■ A ■ ww I. 


Mr. Mubarak spoke to the offi- 
cial Gulf News Agency following 
an official round of talks with the 
emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa, before wind- 
ing up a two-day visit within a 
tour of the Gulf Cooperation 



ace settlement 
before the end 


Arab-Israeli 
would be 
of the ' year. 

Iran, meanwhile, accused the 
Egyptian president of trying to 
divert attention from “the real 
danger,” Israel, by demonising 
Iran. 

Iran’s news agency, monitored 
in Cyprus reported that a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman in Tehran 
said Mr. Mubarak was involved 
in a conspiracy with Israel, which 
in exchange would cooperate in 
restoring internal stability to 
Egypt. 


prises Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The agency said that asked 
about the current situation in the 
Arab World and restoring Arab 
solidarity, tbe Egyptian president 
“expressed his desire to find a 
means of restoring Arab solidar- 
ity and cooperation among Arab 
countries in the interest of the 
Arab region.” 

On the U.S.-led Middle East 
peace process, the agency said 
Mr. Mubarak was optimistic ab- 
out its eventual success. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AT ONE fell swoop last week, 
a decision by an erstwhile ally 
wiped out nearly three per oent 
of Jordan’s gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDF), adding to the 
woes of a people already facing 
difficult economic and political 
problems. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s decision to withdraw 25- 
dinar premium-priced old 
banknotes from drculation and 
close his country’s borders with 
the outside world, in a bid to 
shore up the value of the Iraqi 
dinar, did not only cost Jorda- 
nians some $100 million in 
boarded currency. It also inter- 
rupted badly needed oil sup- 
plies and showed bow vulner- 
able this country remains to 
external political factors and 
economic pressure. 

The adversial Iraqi move, 
which ironically drew two di- 
ametrically opposed reactions 


from the press and the public, 
came on top of an anguished 
debate over the need to intro- 
duce a new sales tax, which, in 
public eyes at least, was certain 
to raise commodity prices for 
consumers but unlikely to pro- 
duce added income for the 
government or the Kingdom as 
a whole. 

^fEWS ANALYSIS 

Taking into consideration 
the financial tragedy that befell ' 
tens of thousands of Jorda- 
nians as a result of the can- 
cellation of the “Swiss” Iraqi 
banknotes, the government 
seems to have had no alterna- 
tive but to freeze ali moves 
towards imposing the new tax, 
which was initially prescribed 
by the International Monetary 
Fimd (IMF) in its 1989 econo- 
mic adjustment programme for 
Jordan. 

It remains to be seen 
whether this decision, which 


has not been officially 
announced due most probably 
to internal divisions over it 

within the government, will 
hinder Jordan’s efforts to res- 
chedule international debts, 
estimated at $500 million, due 
this summer. 

Western diplomats and eco- 
nomists in Amman doubt that 
that will be the case, since tbe 
IMF is sympathetic to Jordan 
and might be amenable to 
some kind of a formula to clear 
the way for the Kingdom's 
debt-rescheduling talks. 

But it is becoming less un- 
clear for Jordanians that in the 
continued absence of Arab re- 
conciliation (often a code 
name for restoration of ties 
with Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf countries) and break- 
through in the peace process 
with Israel, the country wffl 
continue to be hard pressed on 
both the economic and politic- 
al fronts. 

(Continued on page 10) 


The choices for electoral reform 


THE DEBATE on whether Jordan needs electoral reform has 
pointed to many “undemocratic” and even “unconstitutional” 
provisions in the current controversial elections law, but produced 
little more than vague ideas on how to redress them. In the first of a 
series of articles on the issue, Ayman Al Sqfadi looks at tbe 
distribution of seats and constituencies under the current law and 
assesses the impact of change on them. 


POLITICAL parties, activists, 
members of parliament and 
others have been attempting to 
address legal technicalities for 
the mechanisms of change in 
the 1989 elections law in the 
event the government asks for 
it. Solid proposals for a new 
election law that would not 
disturb the balance in Jordan's 
complicated socio-political en- 
vironment have yet to be 
made, however. 

Tbe one thing on which the 
majority of political parties 
agree is that the government 
should not unilaterally change 
the law through temporary leg- 
islation, which is not endorsed 
by Parliament. 

Such a step, they argue, 
would be undemocratic or un- 


constitutional due to the lack 
of extraordinary circumstances 
that would give the govern- 
ment the right to issue pro- 
visional law without calling an 
extraordinary session of Parlia- 
ment. whose mandate runs till 
November. 

Changing the election law 
through temporary legislation 
“would be unconstitutional,” 
prominet lawyer Ibrahim Bakr 
argued recently, expressing a 
view shared by the majority of 
members of the House and 
political parties. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said earlier this month that 
changes to the law are still 
under consideration, while the 
only thing government sources 
would confirm is that the 


Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker will 
not address any issues pertain- 
ing to the elections due to the 
presence of a large interest 
grouf>, minister deputies, in it. 

Neither the King nor mem- 
bers of Cabinet have publicly 
proposed a mechanism for in- 
itiating the change if it is to te 
introduced. A mechanism that 
seems to be winning favour 
with the majority of parties 
concerned, however, is the 
formation of a popular com- 
mittee in which representatives 
of all political trends in the 
country are included and en- 
trusting it with the process. 

“The elections law is a basic 
law,” says former Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Al Masri. “Changing 
it should be part of a process 
that enjoys wide support by the 
public” arid the various arms of 
the state. 

But the apparent agreement 
on ite mechanism for changing 


(Continued 
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Russia uses veto 


to kill Cyprus draft 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Rus- 
sia- stunned the Security Council 
Tuesday by casting its first veto 
since 1984 to kill a British resolu- 
tion aimed at reforming the 


financing of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). 

All 14 other council members 
: voted for the draft, calling for the 
costs of the l^OO-member force 
' to- be divided among all U.N. 
members, instead of relying on 
1 voluntary donations. 

UNFICYP, one of the lougest- 
" running U.N. peacekeeping op- 
: erations, has been stationed on 
the; Mediterranean island since 
1964 to help keep peace between 
the Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
. Cypriot communities. 

It is the only U.N. force to rely 
’ on voluntary contributions, pro 
' vided mainly by the countries 
, which furnish the troops. As a ' 
- result, it has an accumulated de~ 

’ fidt of some $200 million. 
Britain, which, together with 
Austria and Canada, has a large 
contingent serving with UN- 
. FiCYP, provides, much of the 
force's logistics and estimates its 
annual contribution at close to 
£50 million. 1 

"If future costs were appor- 
tioned among all U.N. members 
Britain’s share would amount to 
just over SI million. 

Russia, in dire economic 1 
straits, seeks to avoid additional 
financial burdens, even though its 
share of the Cyprus operation 
would amount to less than $2 
million a year. 

Moscow’s decision to un- 
’ sheathe its 115th veto over a 
matter of relatively minor import- 
ance was greeted with disbelief by 
. many diplomats. 

They saw It as the use of a 
diplomatic cannon, reminiscent 
of : the cold war era, to bag a 
rabbit of a resolution. 

m 

...Russian U.N. envoy Yuli 
Vorontsov, who is also president 
of the council this month, said: 
‘•yye would not like to create a 
precedent of full rejection in 
. U-N. practice of the principle of 
voluntary financing of 
peacekeeping operations.'' 

■ T -Russia's position was “dictated 
spjely by practical considera- 
tions" relating to future U.N. 
peacekeeping, he said. 

; As an inducement to Russia to 
: agree to the reform, Cyprus and 
; Greece had offered to contribute 

- a total of $25 million of the 

I anticipated $47 million annual 

* cost of the force. 

3 . 

; : Cyprus is anxious to retain 
; UNFICYP, in view of the pre- 

■ sence of some 30,000 Turkish 
hoops in the north of the island, 
and had said it would donate 

- $18.5 million a year, while Greece 

- would provide $6.5 million. 

This would have left only about 
; $22 million annually to be divided 

- among the rest of the U.N.'s 181 


members. But it still failed to 
persuade Moscow. 

Britain's Sir David Hannay ex- 
pressed regret at Russia's deci- 
sion “because it puts in jeopardy 
the whole of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing operation in Cyprus' 1 as well 
as the efforts of Secretary-Gener- 
al Boutros Ghali to end the divi- 
sion of the island. 

He called Russia's action 
“quite disproportionate, given 
the extremely modest financial, 
implications” for Moscow, and 
urged it to reconsider. 

Because of the promised pay- 
ments by Cyprus and Greece, 
voluntary contributions would 
still account for more than 50 per 
cent of UNFICYP’s financing, he 
noted. 

American Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright also regret- 
ted Russia’s veto but said the 
United States understood and 
shared some of its concerns over 
the broader question of 
peacekeeping financing. 

“The inequalities in the ex- 
isting peacekeeping assessment 
scale are beginning to call into 


S uestion our ability to cany, out 
le U.N.’s work." she said, allud- 


the U.N.’s work," she said, allud- 
ing to majOT operations in the 
former Yugoslavia, Somalia and 
Cambodia. 

“We are coming to the day 
when countries in need will dial 
the global *911' and get a busy 
signal,” Ms. Albright said, refer- 
ring to the “911” emergency 
phone number. 

The Soviet Union, whose 
Security Council seat was taken 
over by Russia in December 
1991, last used its veto in Febru- 
ary 1984 to defeat a resolution 
concerning Lebanon. 

The last veto by any of the 
council's five permanent mem- 
bers — Russia, France, the Un- 
ited States, Britain and China — 
was cast by the United States in 
May 1990 against a draft dealing 
with the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies. That was the 69th U.S. veto 
since the founding of the United 
Nations. 

UNFICYP has been steadily 
eroded over the past year as 
troop-contributing countries, 
which absorb about 70 per cent of 
the costs, have withdrawn some 
or all of their troops. 

They have grown disenchanted 
at the financial' burden and a lack 
of progress after years of negotia- 
tions aimed at reuniting the di- 
vided island under a federal 
system. 

Another round of talks be- 
tween President Glafcos derides 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash is due to begin at U.N. 
headquarters on May 24. 

Since voluntary contributions 
fail to cover even the 30 per cent 
of costs to be borne by the United 
Nations, UNFICYP has a deficit 
of some $200 million. 
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Conditions of Palestinians worsen 


AMMAN (Petra) — The closure 
of the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Snip, now in its 
second month, has deprived 
Palestinian workers of their liveli- 
hoods and caused severe harm to 
the Palestinian economy, accord- 
ing to a monthly report by the 
Foreign Ministry's Department of 
Palestinian Affairs. 

The closure has raised the rate 
of unemployment among Palesti- 
nians to about 55 per cent; as 
120,000 workers, who used to 
work in Israel, face a ban on 
entry to occupied Jerusalem or 
Israel, said the report issued 
Wednesday. 

The closure of the territories, it 
said, has caused a serious de- 
terioration in the health condi- 
tions of the Arab people who are 
banned from entering occupied 
Jerusalem to receive treatment. 
The report said that patients call- 
ing at the Makassea Hospital in 
Jerusalem bad dropped by 60 per 
cent and doctors and nurses who 


used to come to that hospital 
from the West Bank arc not 
working there any more. 

While ttye closure continues, 
Israel's settlement building prog- 
ramme is also continuing, the 
report said. 

Nearly 3.1 million donums of 
Arab-owned land in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip have 
been confiscated and the Israelis 
have built on them 206 Jewish 
settlements, the report said. 

Describing the closure as a 
flagrant violation of human 
rights, the report quoted officials 
from human rights organisations 
as saying that the “collective 
punishment being practised on 
the two million Palestinians are 
bound to cause untold damage to 
their social and economic life and 
is detrimental to their freedom 
and human rights.” 

The report said that in April 
121 citizens from the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip were tried by 
Israeli military courts and sent- 


enced to long terms of imprison- 
ment. 

At least 32 PalestiniaEs have 
reportedly died in Israeli jails 
since the start of the intifada in 
1987, and 14 were said to have 
died during interrogation and tor- 
ture sessions, the report added. 

Among the thousands of de- 
tainees, said the report, 350 
young mea are in bad need of 
me dica l attention. 

In the past month, 19 Palesti- 
nians were kQled, raising to 1,428 
the total number of Palestinians 
kQled by the Israelis since the 
beginning of the intifada, the 
report said. 

The report said that Israel’s 
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repressive practices against 
Palestinian education institutions 


continue unabated and many stu- 
dents from the occupied territor- 
ies .have been deprived of tire 
chance of obtaining education at 
schools in occupied Jerusalem 
due to the ban on Arab people’s 
entry into the Holy City. 


New fighting front opens in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — A new 
war front has been opened in 
Kabul when scores of artillery 
shells were exchanged by three 
duelling factions in yet another 
violation -of a two month-old 
ceasefire agreement. 

Fighting centred around 
Darulaman Palace at the end of a 
three-kilometre Jong avenue link- 
ing centra] Kabul with its south- 
ern-most outskirts. 

For five hours on Tuesday tank 
and rocket shells reportedly fired 
by Hezb-e-Islami faction rebels 
beseiging Kabul exploded in both 
the palace and surrounding build- 

■ ■■ a m m 


mgs, sending giant plumes of 
smoke and debris skywards. 


smoke and debris skywards. 

The Darulaman area is shared 
by two military factions, Ahmad 
Shah Masoud’s Defence Ministry 
forces, and General Abdul Mo- 
men's 70th Division Infantry. 

Gen. Momen, a deputy of the 
former pro-communist Uzbek 
militia warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, remained neut- 
ral in the previous round of fac- 
tional clashes in Kabul last 
January-Febniary. 

Unconfirmed reports by civi- 
lians indicated that Hezb guerril- 
las attacked Gen. Momen’s men 
early Tuesday forcing them back 
from one of their frontline posi- 
tions. 

While Hezb shelled Darulaman 
and adjacent government posts. 
Defence Ministry batteries in 
north Kabul bombarded the Hezb 
in the south. 

The military situation around 
Darulaman is complex, with 
small and isolated pockets of 
fighters from opposing factions 
often separated from their main 
force. 


On the hills behind Darulaman 
Hezb have positioned tanks in 
posts that* locals said formerly 
belonged to the defence ministry. 

The most vulnerable Defence 
Ministry post is a former com- 
munist secret police garrison sur- 
rounded on three sides by re- 
negade rebel factions, with Gen. 
Momen’s men guarding their 
rear. This too received a heavy 
pounding by Hezb. 

One anti-Masoud faction, the 
pro-Iranian Shiite Hezb-e- 
Wahdat, was not involved in the 
fighting at Darulaman, even 
though Wahdat and Hob are 
allies. 

But Wahdat and Mr. MasoucTs 
forces are engaged in a war of 
attrition elsewhere in Kabul, with 
daily exchanges of long-range 
rockets and infantry artillery. 

From their frontline bunkers 
and trenches facing Darulaman, 
Wahdat guerrillas drank tea and 
watched with fascination as Hezb 
rounds bracketted the old palace. 

At a Defence Ministry army 
brigade headquarters just behind 
the palace, the incoming Hezb 
shells ignited a huge fire. The 
Wahdat gunmen speculated an 
ammunition dump had taken a 
direct hit. 

One hospital admitted 28 in- 
jured Tuesday, .most hit by 
shrapnel. 

Dozens of people are believed 
to have been killed in the last six 
days of fighting, hospitals and 
officials said. 

The exact figure is not known 
because roost are buried rapidly 
and the administration that 
should record the toil has been 
shattered by a year of similar bat- 
tles since the guerrillas took pow- 


er from the fallen communist 
government in April 1992. 

Black smoke billowed into the 
sky and flames roared through 
holes punched by rocket-prop- 
elled grenades in the roof of the 
Kabul museum, apparently fired 
from government positions on 
nearby bills. 

At the foot of ihe hills weeping 
friends and relatives gathered at a 
house where a rocket tore 
through the roof in the afternoon 
killing a husband and wife and 
their four daughters. 

“Why, why, why?" wailed one 
old woman, her face streaked 
with blood as she raked her fing- 
ernails over her skin in grief. 

Wahdat officers holding posi- 
tions around the museum said 
they had captured the nearby 
Defence Ministry from govern- 
ment troops but insisted they 
were only returning fire. 

They showed the bodies of five 
government soldiers killed in bat- 
tles for the Defence Ministry, an 
old palace now pockmarked by 
rockets and bullets. 

Inehad-c-Islami issued a state- 
ment denying any part in the 
battles. 


The Islamic coalition govern- 
ment of President. Burbaneddin 
Rabbani accused fighters of 
Prime Minister-designate Gul- 
buddin "Hekniatyar's radical 
Hezb-e-Islami of taking part. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
matyar were in the eastern city of 
Jalalabad Tuesday for an 11th 
day of talks to try to break a 
deadlock over formation of a 
cabinet under the terms of a 
peace pact signed by all the frac- 
tious leaders in Pakistan in 
March. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran's 
news agency said Wednesday that j 
.British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's meeting with author Salman 
Rushdie raised questions about 
.his judgement and said it was 
likely to barm Britain’s trade with 
Islamic countries. 

Defying Iranian warnings, Mr. 
Major met with the British writer 
Tuesday in London. It was the 
first such gesture of support from 
a British prime minister since 
the late Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini condemned Mr. Rush- 
die to death four years ago for 
writing "The Satanic Verses,” a 
novel the Iranian leader said blas- 
phemed Islam. 

Mr. Rushdie said the meeting 
“will send a message around the 
world, both to our allies and to 
the government of Iran" in sup- 
port of his campaign to lift the 
death sentence and nearly $3 
million bounty placed on bis head 
by an Iranian foundation. 

A spokeswoman in Mr. Ma- 
jor’s office, speaking on condi- 
■tion of anonymity, said he had 
affirmed his government’s full 
support for Mr. Rushdie’s rights 
and expressed regret that Iran 
had not repudiated Ayatollah 
Khomeini's “fatwa.” 

' The state-run Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), which is 
monitored in Nicosia, said Mr. 
Rushdie and the British govern- 
ment know “that the fatwa is not 
a political matter, but an irrevoc- 
able religious decree." 

Mr. Major’s action was “an act 
of defiance that is likely to have 
widespread repercussions in rela- 
tions and trade with Islamic coun- 
tries,” the news agency said. 

“Coming at a time his govern- 
ment is facing a barrage of critic- 
ism about its performance and 
credibility, the meeting can only 
further question the prime minisp 
ter's sense of judgment, especial- 
ly when it is thought the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) desires to 
improve Iranian ties," the com- 
mentary said. 

Britain severed diplomatic 
links with Iran in 1989 because of 
the Rushdie affair. They were 
restored 18 months later bat only 
at (he charge d'affaires level. 

Otherwise* Britain’s approach 
to the controversy has been one 
of mostly quiet 'diplomacy' while 
Western hostages were held by 
pro-Iran militants in Lebanon. 
Tbe last hostages were released in 
1992. 

Mr. Major's meeting with the 
author culminates a policy switch. 
British relations with Iran have 
been strained since Feb. 4, when 
foreign office minister Douglas 
Hogg met with Rushdie. 
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The Amman Baccalaureate School seeks applications 
from qualified and experienced teachers for the following 
vacancies in August 1993: 

1. Maths Teacher, to teach, in English and Arabic, 
Middle and Senior School grades. 

2. Part-Time Computer Teacher, to take classes in 
the Middle School. 


a 1 


to 


WE HAVE 


3. Part-Time qualified and experienced Cera- 
mics Teacher, to teach students preparing for the 
IGCSE and IB examinations. 


NO OTHER 


% TT 




BRANCHES 


All applicants should be bilingual in Arabic and English. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school's reception desk, phone 845572, 847191 
and should be returned by Tueeday 16 May 1993. 
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UAE council reassert* claim to Islands 

a m i nHARf f — The United Arab Emirates (UAE)cpnudtfr 

islands Is dispute with Iran. In its first policy 

National oSd ffNC) 

control over Abu Mura anti ‘the Grrater 

“The council expresses its strong disappmlitmcnt anti 1 top wjry 
hiT measures... on Abu Mura ftnd its connnwng 
rffte G^S^^Stcsscr-nurtis.” it said. "It expreaca 
neaceful means the UAE has taken to reassert tts rovereignty OW 

SSSs." The FNC issued the '/> 

SSb?UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben SulanA^ Nahayw 
last February vowing to exert every effort to find a peaceful wayto 
resolve thedispute and restore UAE sovereignty 
The UAE ravs Iran last year virtually annexed Abu Mura, joint hf 
££roled K. cwntries since 1971. In response^ Ua£ 
SSerS its to the Tunb islands, which Iran occupied m 
1971 under the late Shah. 


Algerian court sentences three to death 


1 ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian military court 
IO death force fugitive Muslim fondamen^ts wtotned to attack 
I military post, the official news agency APS said. Chcruk Boimfo. 

Mohammad Berrahal and Lakhdar w * re tncd “J 

absence by Ouareia military court, 575 kilometres southeast of 
Aleieis. The sentences raised to 76 foe number of people 
condemned to death since Algeria was put under a state of 
emergency in February I99r during fundamentalist unrest. Six men 
were e xec uted early this year and eight had foeir sentence* 
commuted to life imorisonmenr. The three fugitives Were part or a 
group of some 20 Algiers-based “terrorists,*' tbe official name for 
fandameniaiiszs, who carried out a night arrack on the “oonirol and 
detection post” in Ouarglb last September. The duty officer. 
Master Sergeant Abdekhjcbao Chatti and another accomplice , I 
Sergeant Mohammad Mfetib, were to let the attackers in to steal 
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.'suspicious sentry raised the alarm by 
ana the two accomplices fled. Chatti 

_ a ■ WW * 


was shot by security forces a month later* Five men in dock were 
given jail terms. Ntfctih and a group member. Mouloud Alaout. 
were sentenced to life imprisonment, two others were each given 
five-year terms and another was jailed for three years. APS said* 


Ireland to send 80 soldiers to Somalia 


DUBLIN (AFP) — The Irish government announced Tuesday it is 
to send some 80 troops to Somalia to join foe U.N. peacekeeping 


operation there. The mission will require an amendment to the 
defence laws of the Irish Republic. The soldiers, mostly logistics 


and transport specialists, will join 28,000 other troops and 2,800 
civilians as part of the UNOSOM II operation in foe war-ravaged 
East African country. The required amendment to Ireland's I960 
defence laws, which could be debated next week by parliament, 
stems from the nature of the U.N. operation role in Somalia, which 
authorises foreign troops there to use force. Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring denied the mission called into question Ireland's traditional 
principle of.neutrafity. 

Gulf gets Its first American university 


DUBAI (AP) — The American Univerajty of Dubai (AUD) will 
open to students next September, its i«ce president announced 


Tuesday. Salim Al Ghammal, who also is assistant under-secretary 
of tbe Education Ministry, told reporters that AUD will be 
affiliated with major American educational institutions, and named 
Monmouth College in New Jersey as one. AUD will be the first 
such American institution in foe Gulf region. The Middle East, 
however, has two other American universities, in Cairo and Beirut. 


Ruling on U.S. embassy bombers reversed 


BEIRUT (AP)— The military court of appeals reversed Tuesday a 
verdict by a lower tribunal that exonerated the 1983 bombers of the 
U.S. embassy in Beirut, tbe state-run National News Agency 
reported. It said the new verdict annuls foe 2-week-old ruling of a 
Beirut military tribunal that the truck bombing was a political 


crime and its perpetrators consequently were covered by a general 
amnesty declared two years ago. The agency said the military court 
of appeals, the highest martial judigai authority, banded down its 
verdict in a closed session headed try Judge Amin Nassar. It gave 


no other details. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES CO., LTD. 

v INVITATION TO TENDER 

NO. 20F/93 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender No. 20F/93 
for the supply of: 

(ELECTRONIC PRIVATE AUTOMATIC BRANCH 
EXCHANGE FOR FERTILIZER UNIT- AQABA) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p m local 
time Sunday 30/5/93. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
JD (15) for. each set of tender documents. 

The dosing date for submitting tenders is 12 00 
hours local time Monday 14, June 1993. 

Thabet Al Taber 
General Manager 
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Queen 


( J - T -) — Her Majes- i 
ty Queen Noor Wednesday re- 

«=»ved Save the Children’s Dis- 
tinguished Service Award in 
honour of her work in support 
of women and cfaadrentaJor- 

dan. 

The award was presented to 
Qneen Noor at a Washington 
lj.c. fund-raising dinner for 

Save the Children's projects in 
Jordan. 

At the ceremony, the Queen 
said Save the Children’s his- 
tory m Jordan is a shqocss story 
that reflects the dedication 
dynamism and vision of the 
organisation's’ commitments 
throughout the -world. 

Save the Children’s prog- 
fiunmes in Jordan include a 
rug-weaving project for be- 


receives dis tin g uish ed service awardl New committee formed to draft 


domn women in die hills of 
Bani Hamida near the city of 
Madaba. The Bani Hamida 
project, which started in 1985 
with the Noo r A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), is de- 
signed to empower women and 
provide better quality of life 
for their drildren. 

In 1987, Save the Qnkben- 


to include another income- 
generating project for Palesti- 
nian refugees in Amman. 

Today, more than 750 
women are active is the Bani 
Hamida rug weaving project 
and 850 Palestinians partici- 
pate in die Jordan River De- 
signs Project. 

These cottage industries 


draw upon the cultural herit- 

# age of those families in weav- 

* mg and embroidering and are 
complemented by preventive 
health care projects for pre- 
school children and their 
mothers, and early childhood 
development efforts through 
children’s libraries and kinder- 
gartens. They are also com- 
plemented by the provision of 
urban and rural revolving cre- 
dit progr amm es. 

Qneen Noor said that by 
June 1993, the two projects 
will have generated S 1 million 
of supplemental income to 
underprivileged bedouin and 
refugee women to enable them 
to better feed, clothe, shelter 
and educate their children. 



PRIME MINISTER Sharif Zeft Ben Shaker 
Wednesday confers with visiting Algerian 
Education Minister Ahmad Jabbar who 
voiced fab country's desire to benefit from 
Jordan’s political and educational expertise. 
Mr. Jabbar said fab country seeks to intro- 
duce comprehensive reforms to its education- 
al system and was counting on help from 
Jordan. The Prime Minister told Mr. Jabbar 
that the Kingdom desires to strengthen ties 
with Algeria through solidarity and coopera- 
tion, adding that the world’s rapid cha ng e s 


and developments can be dealt with via 
increased efforts and utBbation of national 
potentials. The m ee ting was attended fay the 
Algerian ambassador to Jordan and Deputy 
Premier and Education Minister Tbouqan A1 
EBndawi, The two sides reviewed Algerian- 
Jordanian relations, ways to cooperate in 
education fields and Jordan’s de mocra t ic 
exp e riment. Over the last two days Mr. 
Hindawi and Mr. Jabbar held similar talks at 
the Education in Ministry (Petra photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advised to verify the listed 
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time mid place with the con - 
cerned institutions - - 




'it Exhibition of paintings” by 
Aduan A1 ShaiF at Babin 
Art GaBery. 

* Close-up photograph exhibi- 
tion entitled “Intimate Petra” 
by Paula WHBams-Brown and 
-original embossed, hand- 
painted prints by Rfana Farah 
at Thf Gallery, Inter. Cod- 

tin w i t kl Hold. 

A- Art exhibition entitled “Frac- 


1 1 , - » : 


Paper” by Kevin A. 
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Sufaa Katlbah Noursi at the 
.. Spanish CaltnraL 

-fr Art exhibition of works by 
artists from Jordan, Iraq and 
Morocco at Aha Art Gallery. 


it Feature film entitled “Shar- 
ky*s Machine” at 6 pjm. at 
the American Centre (R- 
rated, 120 min.). 


EUROPEAN FILM 


*■ . ■ i * ■ • : g »T 1 1 1 ^ ■ T i r • ' J p AnJ 1 

. i h i • - a. t MM k ’ -M a 


The Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation works closely with 
Save the Children on these 
micro-e n ter p rise projects. 

The foundation was estab- 
lished to consolidate the admi- 
nistration of the Queen’s in- 
creasingly diverse and expand- 
ing development efforts; to re- 
search new methods of socio- 
economic and cultural de- 
velopment, and to supplement 
pabBc/govenunnet projects to 
meet Jordan's evolving nation- 
al development requirements. 

The NHF worked closely 
with Save the Children in the 
establishment of the Jordan- 
Design and Trade Center to 
promote local, regional and 
international marketing of 
Jordanian handicrafts. 


PSD 

bums 

seized 

hashish 

0 

AMMAN (Petra) — Authorities 
Wednesday burned 3,332 kilos of 
hashish, 65 grammes of opium, 
,4.31 kilos of heroin and 18,550 
[captagon pills in the kilns of the 
Jordan Cement Factories in 
Fuhets, reported Public Security 
Department (PSD) official 
Hisnam Ensour. 

A special committee compris- 
ing representatives of the PSD, 
the State Security Court and die 
ministries of health and finance 
supervised the burning of die 
illicit drugs seized by police. 

According to Col. Ensour, the 
drugs were estimated to have a 
street value of JD 3 million, 
adding that they were seized in 
different drug trafficking 
attempts through Jordanian terri- 
tory. 


election law for consideration 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A five-member 
committee of political activists 
has been formed to draw up the 
broadlines for a proposed elec- 
tion law to be presented to the 
concerned authorities. 

The committee, comprising 
Taber Masri , Salim Zou'bi, Samir 
Habashaeb, Mima Shuqair and 
Talal Omari, was named at the 
end of a meeting Monday in 
which party leaders and political 
activists, opponents and suppor- 
ters of an amendment io the 
existing law or the introduction of 
a new one unanimously rejected 

the issuances of a law by the 

government. 

They insisted that a temporary 
law should pass through Parlia- 
ment and asserted that issuing 
such a law virile Parliament was 
in recess was “unconstitutional.” 

According to the basic law, the 
government has the right to issue 
temporary laws in cases “of ne- 


“There was a relative consen- 
sus among participants (at the 
meeting) to keep the present law 


with the introduction of some 
amendments," said Mu'nis Al 
Ruzzaz, one of the leaders of the 
hitherto unlicensed Arab Demo- 
cratic Jordanian Parry (ADJP) 
which organised Monday’s meet- 
ing. 

Deputy Fakhri Ka'war who 
proposed forming the committee 
said that the amendments to pre- 
sent elections law should affect 
the most important items such as 
“changing the age of voters from 
19 to 18 and increasing the num- 
ber of seats from 80 to 100." Mr. 
Kawar further proposed that a 
petition based on the committee's 
finding should be signed by de- 
puties and political activists and 
then presented to the govern- 
ment. 

Samir Habashneh, a leading 
ADJP member, warned that if 
participants bad fears of the gov- 
ernment's formulating a tempor- 
ary law they must equally be 
apprehensive of a law drafted by 
the present parliament since that 
would also be formulated accord- 
ing to the deputies' interests.” 

“The law must not only be 
drafted outside the executive au- 
thority's domain, but also outside 




Volunteers can donate Mood at 27 
around the cou nt r y (FBe photo) 


brandies of f frf Blood ftoitfc 


Blood Bank seeks 


Commercial i regular donations 


p 

72,000 


AMMAN .(Petra) — A total of 
89,000 persons are employed in 
tile industrial sector in Jordan 
according to a report issued by 
the Department of Statistics. 

The department said these em- 
ployees are working in 15,348. 
industrial establishments in Jor- 
dan. 

Of the total number, it said, 
about 84,000 are males and near- 
ly 5,000 are females. 

. s 

The department said the num- 
ber of persons working in the 
commercial sector stands at 
72.000, who are employed by 
34,574 establishments. 

It said a total of 39.500 people 
work either permanently or sea- 
sonally in the Agricultural sector. 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A two-week Public 
awareness campaign which 
started on May 8, is designed to 
encourage citizens to make the 
blood donation process a volun- 
tary and regular habit, said Blood 
Bank Director Janet Mena. 

Dr. Merza told Wednesday the 
Jordan Times that the campaign, 
implemented by the Blood Bank 
in cooperation with the Health 
and Education Minister, seeks to 
show that blood donations should 
be motivated by readiness to 
offer humanitarian service since 
the blood is being distributed free 
to people in need. 

“We do not charge patients for 
the Mood they draw from the 
bank in emergency cases and in 
surgical operations but we ask 
that people donate blood in re- 
turn, said Mr. Merza. 

The campaign, she said aims 
at ending this ‘ practice ' and making 
donations a voluntary effort by 


the public so that the Mood bank 
is constantly and saffiaeotly sup- 
plied. 

Dr. Merza added that the cam- 
paign also seeks misconceptions 
about blood donation and its 
effects on humans. “Blood dona- 
tion is a healthy practice and does 
not harm the body in any way," 
said Dr. Merza. 

She explained that donating 
blood helps stimulate the creation 
of new cells in the bone marrow, 
aids in protecting the body from 
many illnesses and reduces the 
chances of heart attacks and high 
Mood pressure. “We hope that 
the campaign will win the support 
of other institutions, universities, 
community colleges and schools. 
Dr. Merza said, adding “we 
need the media to give wide 
coverage of this campaign." 

She said Mood can be donated 
at 27 branches of the blood bank 
around the country. 

At present she said 53. Jorda- 
nian private and government hos- 
pitals benefit from the blood 
bank's services. 


their parliament," Mr. Habash- 
neh said. “The law should be 
drawn by all political parties con- 
cerned." 

Mr. Habashneh ’$ proposal was 
seconded by former nime Minis- 
ter and Deputy Taber Al Masri 
who said that deputies should not 
have the right to form a law on 
their own since “it directly serves 
their interests.” 

The concept of one-man, one- 
vote law which is increasingly 
gaining support was extensively 
discussed at the meeting. Howev- 
er, the concept was attacked by 
independent politicians who con- 
tended of that “it reinforce tribal- 
ism in Jordan." 

Al Mustakbal (Future) Party 

member Abu Jamous, rejected 
the charge that the one-man, 
one-vote formula would reinforce 
tribalism and said that it would 
only strengthen the chances of 
“strong candidates.” 

Taysccr Zibri, the secretary 
general of the leftist Jordan 
Democratic People's Party, advo- 
cated that Jordan’s electoral dis- 
tricts be combined into one and 
all citizens elect form one list of 
candidates. 


Senator Husm Ayesh. 
osed amendments to the in 
based on the “American model . 
by allocating two seats for cam 
govern orate and then diriding :oc 
remaining scjts in accordance 
with the number of mfcabiian:. . 

Ayesh on the other hand, 
strongly criticised wha! he lermca 
continuous indifference of raw 
to women’s right to ho!J pA. 
iiamentary scat. He proposal 
that men and women should suae 
seats 00 to 40 either way. TTii 
proposal did not appeal to Mu.im 
Shuqair. who has been vigorous;*, 
opposing a quota for wvmen .3 
her column in the Arabic d.siiv. 
Al Dustour. Mr. Shuqiar iAicrlCj 

women were not j minors 

Islamist.** did m attend Mon- 
day's meeting. Bui Mr. Rj^ : 
told the Jordan Times :hxi 
next meeting will have i-.i inch: v 
Islamists. 

He. said that the absence 
Islamists from Mondays’ mceiv-f 
was because of soii:r *’-v 
municatiou problems ” 

According to Mr K.vzoc, 
dependent IsUmut 1 
Shuheilat might also attend : a 
next session. 



Jordan to offer Iran 
technical aviation help 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Transport 
Minister Ali Suheimat Wednes- 
day voiced Jordan's willingness to 
extend technical assistance to 
Iran through the Civil Aviation 
Authority and Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the national air carrier, its 
affiliated units and the (RJ) 
maintenance workshop. 

At a meeting here Wednesday 
with visiting Iranian Deputy 
Minister of Transport and head of 
the Iranian Civil Aviation Au- 
thority Mohammad Najiryan, 
Mr. Suheimat said Jordan wel- 
comes cooperation with Iran and 
looks forward to an agreement on 
operating regular flights between 
Amman and Tehran by the sum- 
mer in 1994. 

The minister said that soch 
move would greatly contribute to 


the strengthening vi Ir.nsun* 
Jordanian ties and enhance the*' 
cooperation in -imm and cuir.r- 
ral fields. 

Mr. Najiryan said his visit tr- 
Jordan gave him a chance :*>‘ 
familiarise himself with the coar- 
try's accomplishments i:. ccvmo* 
mic and tourism fields. 

He agreed that di;ec: ai; itnfc*- 
between Iran and Jordan wou!.* 
contribute towards further ex- 
changes of visits officials 
well as economic and toun;r 
groups. 

Mr. Suheimat accepted an in- 
vitation to visit Iran, which w.v* 
extended to him by Mr. Najiryi*- 
for Iran's Transport Minister. - 

Present at Wednesday s mee?-’ 
ing were Civil Aviation Direcrc r 
Ahmad Jweiber and Iranian a:h* 
Jordanian Officials. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF . ■ 

Jordan to attend education meeting in T unisia i 

■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take pan in the meetings 0! the , 
47th session of the Arab committee entrusted with preparing j 
educational programmes for Palestinian students in the Israeli-., 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip due to open in Tunisia ncx: J 
Monday. In its week-long meetings the committee will discuss the 
prospect of broadcasting television and radio educational prog- j 
rammes to the occupied territories to make up for school days lost ] 
by Palestinians during strikes and curfews imposed by the Israeli 
authorities. a - j 

Family planning group to hold population seminar * 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Family Planning and Protec- 
tion Society will orgaise a seminar Thursday on the population i 
situation in Jordan. The seminar, to be organised in cooperation i 
with Queen Alia Jordan Social Welfare Fund (OAF), will discuss , 
resources and population, health, economic and social issue* and * 
the goals of the society. 
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Wiih The Opening Of 3 Tennis Cains . 
Heated Swimming Pool . Health Club & Gym 
You Can Now Enjoy Being In Good Shape . 

The New Recreation Club 
At The Forte Grand Amman 
Is Now Open For Membership . 
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International Computers limited ( ICL ), Ls a U.K, based 
computer manufacturer and a member of ihe Fujitsu group 01 
companies, thus forming the second largest computer 
corporation worldwide, and which by the year 2000 aims to lake 
premier position. 

ICL is the only Information Technology company able to offer 
the most open operating system UNIX SVR4 across its entire 
product range, from PCs through the mid-range, to maint'nimes. 
ICL is also the first to achieve X/Open certification across its 
entire hardware product range. ICL offers a straight forward 
approach.covering the platform, development " tools and 
application software. 

« 

ICL DRS 6000 RISC servers are designed to exploit the high 
performance and scaleability of ihe SPARC/RISC technology. 

Integrated performance, scakable power, engineered for 
efficiency. 


iCL 
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To democracy 


with justice 


NOBODY SEEMS to be able to claim that the 
current elections law in Jordan is perfectly 
constitutional and democratic. But judging from 
the ongoing debate, in which many political 
activists appear to advocate change and which 
Parliament members seem to resist, it is dear that 
the law, as it stands, is at best controversial. 

On one count at least, the voting age, now fixed 
at 19, the law can be seen as unconstitutional since 

■ the Constitution gives full and equal rights to all 

jj citizens who are 18 or older. The fact that the law 
!j grants citizens’ votes different weights contributes 
! ! to the notion that the law is also unconstitutional, 
j: The present law was introduced in 1986 and 

I: was twice amended by Parliament in 1989 when 
<i political parties and political activity were 

■ frowned upon or viewed as illegal. The realities 
j and fears of that era have dramatically changed 

! ] and dissipated since then. The democratic experi- 
jjment that Jordan launched in 1989 has so far 
j i demonstrated that the Jordanian people are 
! j politically mature and that fears of political 
| : activity leading to turmoil were old hang ups. 
Ij It is true that the long absence of political 
if parties from political life has created many 
unbalances both in the relationship of political 
; ; activists with the regime and among themselves, 
j j However, the consensus that all political factions 
! \ reached over the Constitution and the National 
j | Charter is a demonstration that all are intent on 
2 ] nurturing and protecting the democratic process. 

| It is therefore of utmost importance at this 
I juncture to debate the merits and demerits of the 
• present elections law, as His Majesty the King 
{advised recently, and to formulate thereafter a 
j [ new law that would address the higher interests of 
j - Jordan and the Jordanian people as a whole, 
j \ But any changes to the law must be made in the 
•most democratic way possible. It might be only 
; sensible therefore to hold a general assembly 
[grouping all political parties, politicians and 
j [independent political activists to debate the issue 
i land come up with the necessary amendments that 
1 : we think are truly needed. Such a consensus 
agreement can then be either formulated into a 
{temporary law or forwarded to Parliament for 
[approval. 

| Jordan is on the threshold of becoming a model 
[for democracy in the region. It should carefully 
[calculate its steps on the way to occupy that noble 
[position, but that can only be done when democra- 
cy and justice are enjoyed by all our people. 

t 

i 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily voiced the Arab World’s dismay and 
(jisappoiniment at the failure of the peace talks in Washington 
and said failure can only encourage Israel to go ahead with its 
'practices against the Palestinians. Failure came as a result of 
Israel’s intransigence, on the one hand, and failure by the U.S. 
administration to live up to its promises and pledges to play the 
| 'role of full partner in the peace making process, on the other, 

~ pharged the daily. The paper said that the Israelis continue to 
| reject the implementation of U.N. resolutions 242 and 338, on 
j which the current negotiations were based, and are offering 
proposals to the Palestinians which fall far short of achieving their 
national rights. Without committing itself to the requirements of a 
just and lasting peace Israel can by no means reach an agreement 
fritth the Arab parties, the paper continued. The coming 48 hours 
ban reveal whether the talks will continue on all tracks or whether 
Ihe two sides will admit that no soludon is possible, added the 
paper. In either case one can only blame or praise the American 
administration for the success or failure of these talks because, 
laid the paper, the negotiations were sponsored by the United 
$tates which ought to see to it that justice is established in 
fulfilment of international legitimacy. 

a 
f 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’f daily called on the government to 
Officially declare that Jordan is an impoverished state and 
Suggested that it form a special committee to dedicate its time and 
Effort to addressing poverty which concerns the whole Jordanian 
Ipublic . Usama Sh’ishaa said that no bold speeches or political 
rhetoric can solve the problem of pdVerty in Jordan and no 
campaigns for elections would do any good. The only solution for 
bis chronic issue, he said, is in a strong economic task force, 
quipped with a scientific mind, a sense of national responsibility, 

: ufficient expertise and sufficient funds. This task force should 
enjoy unlimited authority in dealing with financial institutions 
here and abroad and should be able to withstand any kind of 
pressure from any source, demanded the writer. He said that oar 
only chance to rid the country of poverty lies with the task force 
ind the coming election when the Jordanian people should choose 
Only those persons who they believe can dedicate . : ir tor * and 
‘ fforts not to speeches in Parliament, but to addressing er.'-^anuc 
ucs. 




Once-clear Clinton policy 
on Bosnia now 6 in holding pattern 9 


By Ruth Sinai 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As recently 
as Friday, President Bill Clinton 
said that within days the United 
States and its European allies 
would agree on military action in 
Bosnia- On Monday, the White 
House declared its Bosnia policy 
“in a holding pattern.'’ What 
happened? 

Basically, the administration 
found that it lacked international 
support for the military plans, 
that it was uncertain about its 
longer-term policy on the former 
Yugoslavia, and that in the abs- 
ence of these two ingredients it 
couldn't make a convincing case 
for intervention to the American 
people. 

Mr. Clinton found that the 
Europeans, familiar with the 
ancient hatreds of the Balkans 
and wary of a quagmire, were 
reluctant to take offensive action. 

He also found scepticism within 
his administration and Congress 
about the longer-term goals of 
such intervention. If the United 
States bombed Serb artillery 
targets for several days to silence 
the guns — as was apparently the 
plan presented to the Europeans 


— what would happen if the 
Serbs retaliated by attacking 
. U.N. relief troops? 

If, as Mr. Clinton wanted, the 
U.N. lifted its arms embargo and 
allowed the Muslims to arm 
themselves, who would deliver 
the weapons and train the Muslim 
fighters? The United States has 
quietly obtained funding from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait for such 
a scheme, but would U.S. troops 
have to carry it out? 

And with the Muslims trained 
and armed, what incentive would 
they have to come to the nego- 
tiating table? Would the war then 
spread and engulf volatile neigh- 
bouring provinces? Would the 
United States have to intervene 
there, too? 

“We’ve got to be very sure 
what our interests are, what our 
objectives are, what the costs are 
going to be, what we can achieve, 
and how we can get out, and none 
of those things have been deter- 
mined, none of them have bene 
articulated to the Congress or to 
the American people at this 
pooint,” said Representative Lee 
Hamilton, chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

If Mr. Clinton knows the 
answers to these questions, he 


isn't saying. 

The seeds of Mr. Clinton's 
dilemma were sown during the 
election campaign, when he criti- 
cised then-President Bush for 
failing to stop the killings in 
Bosnia. It was one of the few 
areas of foreign policy on which 
Mr. Bush was vulnerable, and 
Mr. Clinton took advantage. 

The reason Mr. Bush chose not 
to involve the United States in 
Bosnia, said former National 
Security Advisor Brent Scow- 
croft, is that “we were unable to 
answer those questions about the 
use of military force that we 
answered specifically in the case 
of the Gulf.*' 

Indeed, Mr. Clinton found the 
going tough when confronted 
with the hard choices of using 
military force to carry out his 
promise. 

The turning point came Satur- 
day, after telling a sceptical news 
corps at a Rose Garden news 
conference Friday that “there's a 
lot more agreement <thai* you 
think" with, the Europeans on 
military force. Mr. Qmton met 
Saturday with Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher who had just 
returned from Europe. 

What he heard was a dispiriting 


Innocence betrayed: 
European socialism is dying 


PARIS — There has been a 
moral collapse of the West Euro- 
pean left, implicated in its near- 
total political collapse. The 
Socialist movement, which a half- 
dozen years ago was in power in 
nine of the 17 major West Euro- 
pean nations, survives as a mem- 
ber of only six European govern- 
ments. 

In two of those it is threatened. 
In Italy, where the entire political 
system is on the brink of a quasi- 
revolutionary reconstruction, the 
Socialist Party is deeply com- 
promised by corruption. Betti no 
Craxi, the former Socialist prime 
minister, has had to take refuge 
in parliamentary immunity 
against the corruption charges 
brought againt him by magis- 
trates. 

Spain confronts parliamentary 
elections June 6, brought for- 
ward by Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez precisely because of the 
threat posed to bis Socialist gov- 
ernment by evidence of corrup- 
tion among some of his Socialist 
colleagues. 

There is symbolism in the 
suicide 10 days ago — on May 1, 
the European workers' holiday — 
of France’s former Socialist prime 
minister, Pierre Beregovoy. The 
symbolism is that of a certain 
innocence betrayed. No one be- 
lieves Mr. Beregovoy corrupt, 
but his final weeks in government 
were overshadowed by the re- 
velation that seven years ago, in 
order to purchase an apartment, 
he bad accepted an interest-free 
loan from a financier of doubtful 
reputation, nonetheless a long- 
time intimate of President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand himself. 

Mr. Beregovoy was from an 
immigrant working-dass back- 
ground and attended a railway 
trade school with the ambition of 
becoming a station master. Join- 
ing the Socialist Party put him on 
a different track, which eventual- 
ly led him to the economy minis- 
try and later the prime ministry. 
In those offices he was con- 
strained to adopt economic poli- 
cies that seemed to many of the 
Socialist rank and file to contra- 
dict their soda! reformism and 
die utopianism of traditional 
socialism. 

Many French Socialists be- 


By William Pfaff 

lieved that Mr. Beregovoy’s com- 
mitment to economic austerity 
and his defence of a strong franc 
in a period of currency instabili- 
ties were responsible for the 
Socialist government’s crushing 
defeat in national elections in 
March. Since that defeat some 
Sodalist deputies are said to have 
snubbed him in the halls of the 
National Assembly or refused to 
shake his hand. A conservative 
newspaper claims that President 
Mitterrand himself — with whom 
Mr. Beregovoy bad for years 
been closely allied — made no 
effort to see Mr. B6r£govoy after 
the defeat, and until the Wednes- 
day before the weekend of his 
suicide had failed even to return' 
his phone calls. 

A dozen years ago the young 
Sodalist movements taking pow- 
er In France and Spain truly 
believed they could change peo- 
ple's lives — not only their mate- 
rial conditions of life but the very 
nature of their society. This was 
the difference between the left in' 
Europe and in the United States. 
In Europe the left has always 
tended toward utopianism, influ- 
enced by Marxist millen ari an ism 
as well as by idealism about Third 
World liberation. The European 
left believed it possible for a 
democratic Socialist government 
to break with the international 
economic system, dominated by 
capitalism. 

In the United States, utopian- 
ism has been a phenomenon only 
on the fringes of the left. Amer- 
ican liberalism has been socially 
progressive but. also consistently 
practical in outlook. Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal and Lyn- 
don Johnson’s New Sodety were 
experimental and pragmatic, and 
not in the least ideological or 
utopian. 

In the United States, everyone 
is an optimist, induding the so- 
called conservatives and reac- 
tionaries, all of whom believe 
their ideas can transform sodety 
for the better. Europe is popu- 
lated by pessimists. To be an 
optimist in Europe, expecting 
change to produce a better life for 
all, automatically identifies you 
as a member of the political left. 

European socialism's collapse 
has come first from the impracti- 


cal! ty of its original utopian prog- 
ramme. These had to be aban- 
doned. The West German Social- 
ists did it under the leadership of 
Willy Brandt as long ago as 1959. 
The French and Spanish Social- 
ists did so soon after coming to 
power in the 1980s. All of them 

— even the Scandinavian Social 
Democrats — have subsequently 
found themselves conducting eco- 
nomic and social polides very 
close to those of rival conserva- 
tive or centre-right governments. 

An austerity dictated by inter- 
national economic forces has 
meant high unemployment, high- 
er taxes and reduced social 
spending. This has seemed not 
only a betrayal of Sodalist ideal- 
ism but has had the practical 
consequence of undermining the 
Sodalist parties’ electoral base. 
Working-class votes have tended 
to be drained off into populist 
and anti -immigrant movements, 
or to be split off by social and 
“cultural” controversies. Middle- 
class sympathisers have often 
gone over to the Greens. In 
Germany, the constitutional de- 
bate over political refugees and 
the use abroad of the army has 
divided the left. 

The Sodalist leaders them- 
selves — having no wealthy indi- 
vidual or corporate sponsors — 
tolerated or invited illegal con- 
tributions. Not all of that money 
was faithfully passed on to party 

treasuries. Money scandals have 
had ruinous effect on the political 
fortunes of the Italian, French 
and Spanish Sodalist parties. 

Whether there is a future for 
socialism now is in interesting 
question. There will always be a- 
reform party in democratic sys- 
tems, of course, but it is posable 
that the Sodalist movement it- 
self, with its historical ties to 
Marxist thought and to discre- 
dited conceptions of state own- 
ership of productive resources; 
now has seen its day. 

Its demise will have been 
speeded by the money corruption 
of leaders who presented them- 
selves as the moral superiors of 
their opponents, but the essential 
fact may be that historical social- 
ism is now a used-up force, and 
that it is time for something new. 

— International Herald Tribune. 


litany of European reluctance: 
how they preferred to wait for the 
Bosnian Serb referendum next 
weekend on the U.N. peace plan, 
how they wanted to wait for 
Serbia to enforce its promised 
embargo against the Bosnian 
Serbs, bow they wanted another 
U.N. resolution to approve air 
strikes on the Bosnian Serbs, and 
how they opposed Mr. Clinton's 
proposal for arming Bosnian 
Muslims. 

The meeting, which White 
House aides billed in advance as 
the start of a 48-hour consultation 
blitz to prepare a plan for 
announcement this week, lasted 
less than three hours. Mr. Clin- 
ton’s weekly radio address Satur- 
day was devoted to campaign 
reform. A planned Sunday meet- 
ing with congressional leaders to 
discuss Bosnia was put off. 

On Monday, Mr. Clinton left 
Washington to campaign for his 
‘economic programme. “Bosnia is- 
in a holding pattern at this time," 
said Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers. 

' She said Mr. Clinton would call 
allied leaders later this week to 
discuss Bosnia, but she indicated 
that no decision would be made 
before the weekend referendum 
in Bosnia. 

Given that the United States 
and its allies are highly sceptical 
of the referendum’s feasibility 
and effectiveness, the allies’ next 
steps are as murky as the civil war 
in Bosnia. 


What if the Danes 
say ‘no’ again to 

European unity 


2 


By Sally Jacobsen 
The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — For the European 
Community, it would be a bad 

dream come true. 

On May 18, Denmark votes 

again on the Maastricht Treat) on 
closer political and economic 
links. The Danes have turned it 
down once and the latest polls 
show they might turn it down 

again. 

The first time, rejection stalled^ 
unity plans. This time, a no 
vote would likely kill the treaty, 
which mandates a common fore- 
ign policy and a single currency 
by the end of the decade. 

It would jolt European curren- 
markets, erode business confi- 
oce at a time of recession in 
many of the dozen EC nations, 
and raise questions about De- 
nmark’s continued membership 
in the trading bloc. 

Although France, Germany 
and other nations committed to 
unity are likely to forge ahead 
without recalcitrant members, 
negotiating a new, less compre- 
hensive treaty could take years. 

The result could be a frag- 
mented community and not the 
powerful, united giant of 340 
million people that some Euro- 
peans had hoped would rival the 
■ United States in world influence 
and economic strength. 

“It would throw the commun- 
ity into disarray,'’ said Yehuda 
Lukacs, international relations 
professor at American University 
in Washington. 

A Gallup institute poll pub- 
lished Sunday in a Danish news- 
paper showed 46 per cent of 
Danish voters backed the treaty, 
down from 51 a week ago. The 
number of opponents swelled to 
34 per cent from 30 per cent. 
Another IS per cent were unde- 
cided and a five per cent planned 
to abstain. 

The drop occurred even though 
Denmark has been exempted 
from treaty clauses calling for a' 
common European currency, a 
joint defence, and other provi- 
sions. The concessions were 
granted after Denmark rejected 
the treaty in June. 

The pact, reached among EC 
' leaders in December 1991 in the 
Dutch town of Maastricht, must 
be ratified by all 12 EC members 
before it can take effect. And 
Denmark isn't the only hurdle.’ 

Britain has not ratified it, pre- 
ferring to wait and see what the 
Danes do. Appeals questioning 
its constitutionality are pending 
in Germany’s highest court. 

EC officials and analysts insist 
the Danes won’t torn it down 
because of the concessions 
Copenhagen was granted to gain 


its support. But the bf 

another "mV; vote *e»gh* taavily * 
on everyone's mind 

Normally talkative officials are 
tight-lipped. The tiCs emM 

aeenev. frequently the target Of 

complaints about 

bureaucracy, is laying low. Soil 
EC Chief Executive Jacques ue- 
lors. a leader of the unity «nve. 

If the Danes still vote "no . the 
community will grind to a halt 
while leaders consider their next 
move. 

Analysis predict Germany* 
Belgium. Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands and probably France 
would continue the campaign to- jj 
ward unity, even though the new 
rightist government in Pans ados 
some uncertainty to France's pass 
pro-Europe stands. 

“The result could be a 
fragmented commun- 
ity and not the power- 
ful, united giant of 340 
million people that 
some Europeans had 
hoped would rival the 
United States in world 
influence and econo- 
mic strength/’ 

"The core member states hive 
made it clear" that a Danish 
rejection cannot “block further . * 
deepening of the community,” * 
said veteran EC consultant Stan- 
ley Crossick. « 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd has hinted that 
even Britain might sign on to a 
new scheme if the Danes bow 
out. 'Tm not saying that we’ll not 
take part in any other arrange- 
ment." he said recently. 

Analysts say most E<7 nations 
would rally behind proposals for 
an economic and monetary un- 
ion, with a joint central bank and 
a single currency by 1999. 

Some nations would also try to 
pursue a common foreign, secur- 
ity and defence policy. The 10- 
nation Western European Union 
already acts like the EC's defence 
arm. Only Denmark and neutral 
Ireland do not belong. 

Norway and Sweden. De- - 
nmark’s neighbours, might have 
second thoughts about mem- 
bership applications already filed 
with the EC. But Austria and 
Finland would go ahead with 
theirs, analysts predict. 

Denmark might feel pressure 
to leave the community entirely 41 
or remain only in the single EC 
market, formed Jan. I when the 
bloc eliminated many barriers to 
the flow of money, goods, ser- 
vices and people. 
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Algeria outlines 
path for return 
to democracy 

-> By John Baggaley 

Reuter 


ALGIERS — After more than a 
year of emergency rule and 
bloody conflict with Islamic fun- 
damentalists, Algeria's military- 
backed government has sketched 

out a shadowy path for a cautious 
return to democracy. 

In a weekend address, head of 
state Ali Kafi held out the pros- 
pect of more liberalised political 
activity — paralleled by relentless 
security pressure to break up 
armed groups blamed for hun- 
dreds of killings. 

Mr. Kafi promised a referen- 
dum this year on how the return 
to democracy would be managed. 

He did not say what questions 
would be put but diplomats saw 
the poll as a crucial first stage 
which must attract enough votes 
for the result to be seen as a real 
consensus. 

“The referendum has to attract 
at least a credible number of 
voters to provide any legitimacy 
for future action,” a European 
diplomat said Sunday, hours after 
Mr. Kafi’s address. 

“At least there was a reference 
to a resumption of elections 
which there hasn't been for some 
time, even if the speed] left a lot 
of questions unanswered,” said a 
Western diplomat. 

The speech followed weeks of 
consultations with different 
.groups as time runs out on the 
- collective presidency whose man- 
date ends on Dec. 31. 

Mr. Kafi said the unelected 
advisory National Consultative 
Council would be expanded to 
take in political parties and other 
groups, and would be given 
“reinforced prerogatives." 

“There's a flickering light now 
at the end of the tunnel,” a 
Western diplomat said. 

“They seem to be advancing by 
minute steps but increasingly 
bringing in the parties who initial- 
ly denounced the presidency as 
unconstitutional,” said a Euro- 
pean envoy. 

The five-man presidency was 
installed after President Chadli 
Benjedid resigned over the adv- 
ance of Muslim fundamentalists 
in a general election. Diplomats 
said Mr. Chadli was forced out. 

The new authorities cancelled 
the poll, which the fundamental- 


ists looked poised to win, trigger- 
ing a wave of violence blamed on 
Muslim radicals whose party, the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
was outlawed last March. 

Well over 600 people have 
been killed since a state of 
emergency was imposed in 
February 1992 and the country 
has been without a parliament for 
more than a year. 

Mr. Kafi promised more talks 
with political parties and associa- 
tions on how an unspecified 
period of “transition" would be 
handled “to favour the return to 
the electoral process." 

“This seems to be the starting 
point for the whole situation. 
And it was not hedged round by 
caveats on the security situation 
as in the past,” another diplomat 
said. 

“But it is an absolute minimum 
(programme) and leaves many 
questions — how long the transi- 
tion will be, what sort of institu- 
tion will take over when this 
presidency steps down, how do 
you treat those who supported 
the FIS and the FFS (Socialist 
Forces Front)?" 

The FIS was credited with over 
three million vot es in the aborted 
election and the FFS, which has 
refused to join talks with the 
presidency, attracted some 
300,000. Another five million out 
of the 13 million electorate ab- 
stained. 

Mr. Kafi gave an upbeat assess- 
ment of the security situation, 
saying: “The escalation of terror- 
ists acts... is being combated 
more and more efficiently by 
security forces.” 

Poverty is blamed by many for 
swelling fundamentalist ranks 
and Mr. Kafi warned that “real 
democracy” could only emerge 
from enduring economic develop- 
ment. 

He repeated a pledge to move 
Algeria towards a free market 
economy, saying this would need 
imaginative policies, opening up 
to the outside world, restructured 
industry and competition. 

“Kafi’s speech suggests a three- 
year 'transition at least,” one of- 
the diplomats said, adding: “It's 
still a risky course.” 


Israeli absence from Palestinian 


festival testifies to 


n By Nqjwa Najjar-Kort 

Special to the Jordan Times 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The second annual Cinema 
Nights of Jerusalem, which ended 
on May 5, was a testimony of the 
de facto separation of the Palesti- 
nian and Israeli societies, an issue 
at the heart of the ongoing Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

"This film festival reflects a 
new and welcomed atmosphere, 
one which clearly divides Palesti- 
nians and Israelis,” said Daoud 
Kuttab 

president of the Jerusalem Rim 
Institute (JFI), a non-profit orga- 
nisation founded in May 1991 for 
the promotion of film conscious- 
ness among Palestinians and 
sponsor of the Cinema Nights of 
Jerusalem. 

Unlike most cultural events 
held in Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip in the past, 
there was a noticeable lack of 
Israeli presence during the festiv- 
al. “Even journalists were uncon- 
cerned and Israeli intellectuals 
did not show their usual interest 
fin the festival),” said Mr. 
Kuttab. 

The closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since late March 
and the border restrictions were 


indirect Israeli interference as 
these measures were responsible 
for low turnout rates of 
moviegoers in Jerusalem from the 
sealed off areas and from the 
Arab World. 

Despite the effects on the fes- 
tival, this Israeli security siege 
was considered particularly signi- 
ficant by Palestinians living in the 
occupied territories and festival 
sponsors. The siege, not an un- 
usual measure Israelis adopt, was 
viewed in light of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's recent 
statements as a separation be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

The “borders” manned on ev- 
ery road leading into East Jeru- 
salem by Israeli soldiers was 
further proof to Palestinians of 
the territorial division between 
the two peoples and a sign of the 
birth of a Palestinian state. 

In response to the siege, the 
JFI decided to take the Cinema 
Nights of Jerusalem to Palesti- 
nians who could not enter Jeru- 
salem during the festival from 
April 10-22. JFI members holding 
Jerusalem Israeli identification 
cards were able to travel to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and to 
show the 33 films from ten diffe- 
rent Arab countries between 
April 22 and May 3. 


“In addition to breaking the 
security siege on our people by 
going to them, we also broke the 
cultural siege. We have been cut 
off from the Arab World for the 
past 23 years,” said Mr. Kuttab. 
To combat the cultural blockade, 
the JFI decided to dedicate this 
year’s film festival to Arab films. 

The importance of showing 
“serious” films produced in the 
Arab World was stressed by JR 
Artistic Director George Khlcifi. 
“What Palestinians see on televi- 
sion and in video stores are 
cheap, commercially-made Arab 
films. Rims that reflect the real- 
ism among Arab filmmakers are 
unavailable.” Mr. Khieifi said. 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi. a re- 
nowned writer and art critique 
long before she became known as 
the articulate spokesperson for 
the Palestinian delegation, reiter- 
ated the importance of improving 
cinema appreciation among 
Palestinians at the festival's open- 
ing speech. Dr. Ashrawi said that 
the Palestinian cultural move- 
ment “is a reflection that the 
people are alive.” 

Screenings were made at both 
the Palestinian National Theatre 
and the Kasaba Theatre in East 
Jerusalem. Most of the films 


separate identities 


shown were long feature films. 
Because 35mm projectors were 
not available, the films were pro- 
jected through video. The films 
were divided into three categor- 
ies: Classical Arab films, new 
Arab releases and Palestinian 
films. 

The classical category included 
leading Egyptian Director Yousef 
Shahin's masterpiece A! Ard 
(The Land) (1965) that portrays 
the struggle of small Egyptian 
farmers against landowners and 
Khaled A1 Sadeeq’s Bas Ya Bahr 
(Cruel Sea) (1971), the first 
Kuwaiti film that tackles the 
tense relationships among people 
in a society that does not promise 
much to its young people. Also 
included was the screenplay of 
Palestinian Ghassan Kanafani’s 
famous novel Men in the Sun 
(1973). 

Elie Suleiman, a filmmaker 
from Nazareth presently living in 
New York, was at the festival to 
present his film Homage by 
Assassination (1992), which was 
among the new release category. 
His film has attracted world film 
critics' attention because of his 
successful search for a new 
cinematic language. Homage by 
Assassination was grouped with 
four other works on the Gulf war 


by filmmakers from Morocco, 
Lebanon and Tunis. These five 
directors were given an opportun- 
ity to express their opinions on 
the Golf war and its effects on the 
average Arab citizen and intellec- 
tual. 

Other new releases featured at 
the festival included Jordan's Na- 
jdat Amour's film An Eastern 
Tale (1991), Mohammad Malas 
award-winning film The Night 
(1992), Moroccan Jilali Farhati's 
The Shores of the Lost Children 
(1991) and Egyptian Asma Bak- 
ri’s Beggars and Noblemen 
(1991). 

In addition to Mr. Suleiman, 
only two other directors were 
able to attend. Their films fell 
under the Palestinian film categ- 
ory. Hani Abu Assad from 
Nazareth, now living in Holland, 
wrote and directed his first short 
film Paper House (1992) and Alia 
Arsoughly of Akka, now living in 
the United States wrore, directed 
and produced her own 
documentary. Torn Living 
(1993). Ironically, local filmmak- 
er from Beit Jala (less than five 
miles away from Jerusalem) Han- 
na Musleh, who wrote and 
directed the documentary We 
Are God’s Soldiers (1993) was 
unable to attend the showing of 


bis film. 

Mr. Kuttab said that the JFI 
had decided to invest in this 
cultural event despite the internal 
and external obstacles, especially 
the meager financial and human 
resources, "since the only way to 
place ourselves on the political 
map in this volatile, unstable 
atmosphere was to act and not 
talk” 

Mr. Kuttab said that last year's 
first Cinema Nights of Jerusalem, 
which was dedicated to Palesti- 
nian films, must have been a 
success, judging from the in- 
creased local interest. Its success 
encouraged the JFI to continue 
holding the festival and to under- 
take new projects. Recently, the 
JFI has embarked on training 
Palestinians in film and video 
production and producing films 
that are shown locally and inter- 
nationally. 

JFI founders hope that the 
Cinema Nights of Jerusalem will 
become a permanent feature on 
the city's agenda, a part which 
will help in making Jerusalem a 
cultural capital for Palestinians. 

Mr. Kuttab. himself a writer, 
has recently returned from Jeru- 
salem and is currently working as 
a filmmaker in Amman. 



Various scenes from the movies shown at this year's Cinema Nights of Jerusalem festival 



Police, ANC form tentative bond in S. Africa 


By Judith Matloff 
Reuter 

PRETORIA — A white police- 
man affably hands a megaphone 
to an ANC activist calling for the 
end of white minority rule, an 
image of new, tentative coopera- 
tion between South Africa's tra- 
ditional foes. 

White' police wrestle to the 
ground a white rightwinger who 
shot dead two black protesters. 
African National Congress 
(ANC) township officials hand 
over to police thugs who killed a 
journalist. Police and ANC orga- 
nisers huddle at rallies to stop 
looters and rioteis. 

As South Africa takes halting 
violent steps towards multi-racial 
democracy, cooperation once un- 
thinkable is emerging between 
the ANC government-in-waiting 
and its erstwhile police enemies. 

The ANC still accuses the 
police of shooting unarmed 
township protesters and senior 
police officials question its ability 
to control its followers. 

Since the April 10 murder of 
black Communist Party leader 
Chris Hani, the two sides have 
been thrown together to save the 
country from violent disaster. At 
least 80 people, most of them 
blacks, have been killed in vio- 
lence since Mr. Hani's death. * 
But police and the ANC have 
struck delicate, unprecedented 
deals to ensure potentially explo- 
sive rallies were largely orderly. 

“Cooperation was good,” 
ANC Secretary-General Cyril 
Ramaphosa said last month after 
police and ANC marshals work- 
ing together ensured mourning 
ceremonies for Mr. Hani that 
drew tens of thousands of blacks 
were mainly peaceful.” 

“What has been played out this 
week is instructive — this is the 
embryonic stage of joint control 
of the security forces.” 

The ANC and other black anti- 
apartheid groups taking pan in 
multi-party negotiations on a 
transition to democracy are de- 
manding joint control over South 
Africa's white-led security forces 
along with black guerrilla groups. 

The police force is 60 per cent 
black and the government late 
last year appointed its first three 
non- white generals. 

Except for one day of urban 
riots and some isolated incidents, 
Mr. Hani's funeral and other 
memorial events were largely 
peaceful as police and ANC offi- 
cials consulted to ensure white 
rightists did not attack protesters 
and township anger did not spill 


out of control. 

“Hie cooperation has been su- 
perb,” said a U.N. observer in 
Pretoria, the seat of white power 
where ANC and pplice officials 
walked side by side to maintain 
order at a march. 

At one point a white policeman 
lent ANC organiser Donsie Khu- 
malo his megaphone so his sup- 
porters could' hear calls for black 


majority rule. 

The march on police headquar- 
ters was technically banned by. 
'the city council but police said 
they had decided to let it go 
ahead to defuse tensions. 

“They've been very disci- 
plined,'’ Colonel Royce Menton 
said of the ANC marshals, look- 
ing calmy on as they delivered a 
statement at the headquarters 


calling for the end of the govern 
ment he serves. 

“The cooperation has been ex- 
emplary, an example for the resi 
of the country." 

Mr. Khumalo agreed. 

But while collaboration may tx 
emerging on the ground, many or 
both sides of the old war are slow 
■ to be convinced. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Summer Nights 

At The Marriott 

■ 

.alMAHS Af 

As of this and every coming Thursday, 
shop for dinner while seated at Al Mansaf Patio where 
we created a stylish Seafood Market. Choose the fish 

of your liking (flown in fresh daily from Bahrain) 
and it will be grilled to your taste. 

Priced to suit your appetite, per kilo (salad bar, soup and desert included). 

/ Vwrriott 
garden 

Enjoy a casual evening out at the Marriott Garden: Arabic seating, 
hubble-bubble, mezzah, fresh bread and much more 

Bring the whole crowd 

■ 

If you're in for some partying, The Survivors Band 
and the new Belly Dancer at Al Rababa Nightclub 
entertain you with the latest Arabic music hits till the early hours. 

AMMAN 
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NON-STOP TO 



4 TIMES A WEEK 


Guif Air offers non-stop afternoon 
flights from Amman to Abu Dhabi. 
Bahrain and Doha 4 times a week. 
Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 



cornfort and style, enjoying our 

traditional hospitality. Come tlv with 

us and discover the international smile 
of the Guif. 



A 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 

OR G1 ILF Al R ON <;53« 13. 


LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 
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Computers and productivity 


By Jman-Chmdm Elias 

At an evening outing recently, I Had a heated argument 
with someone I had just met and who seemed a regular 
reader of this column. We actually had two arguments. The 
first one started on the never ending JBM-compatible 
vs Apple- Macintosh subject but didn’t last very long for we 
both knew we wouldn’t come out with a clear winner. 

The second topic was about whether computers have 
brought more productivity to the world. According to the 
information this gentleman had , the huge base of 20 million 
(7 could not verify the number bur it seems possible to me) 
personal computers (PC), in the United States did not 
increase productivity. Computers made work faster, better, 
created new jobs, allowed very difficult or dangerous tasks 
to be performed, opened new horizons in science , educa- 
tion and other Gelds but did not improve productivity at all, 
the gentleman added. 

If someone took into consideration the real investment in 
even the simplest computerisation, be it persona/, business 
or industry oriented the figure actually could be quite 
high. The total cost includes the purchase of the hardware . 
the cost of maintaining it in good working condition and 
then replacing it an average of every four to Gve years, the 
regular purchase of consumab/es (disks, ribbons, station- 
ery, etc...), the cost of manpower , of training and the price 
of software with its continuous and unavoidable updates. 

Looking at computers this way makes some users wonder 
why they ever gave up on traditional manual work and 
what they got in return for their investment 1 The danger in 
discussing computer productivity is in making an under- 



standable but regrettable c onfusion between productivity 
and feasibility. Moreover , if we exclude industrial robots — 
they are a very special case — who said that computers bad 
to increase productivity? 

Computers help us avoid repetitive and tedious work, 
their calculating power is not to be proven anymore , they 
have also become our reliable mass memory and we 
already can’t do without them — try to make a airline 
reservation or check your bank account balance when the 
main computer is down. By relieving us from programmed, 
automatic and “noo-thinJring” tasks,TXfinputers allow us to 
concentrate on other problems and issues, those that need 
our human intervention and decision-making cap abili ty, 
not always based on coldly computed data. 

Discussing computer productivity is therefore not re- 
levant. At least not as a global subject One could study the 
increase in productivity in very specific and well defined 
cases of computerisation, but certainty not in general. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A Shuqalr 


CAPITALS 

Amman 


Capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and chief 
industrial centre . 

Population: Approx. 1,400,000. 

Rabbath-Ammon of the Bible, and the Creek Phi- 
ladelphia in the 3rd century B.C. 

Rebuilt by Ptolemy Phiiadelpbus. 

Centre of a road network and on the Cairo-Bagbdad air 
route. 

University of Jordan established here, 1962. 

The great influx of refugees following the war with 
Israel in 1948 more than quadrupled the population in 
the 1950s. 

Distinguished by its up-to-date, luxurious villas, 
orchards , parks; youth centres; modem, clean , wide 
macadamised roads and motorways; splendid, air- 
conditioned international airport; ancient ruins; toler- 
ance and hospitality of its people. 

ft ft ft ft ft 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

■ 

A TRAFFIC jam suddenly took place in Beirut. 
Accordingly, a physician operated on himself an appendio- 
tomy while stationing his car in the middle of the street. 

Hr it ft ft ft 

IT was the habit of the American musician, Joseph 
ScbBinger, to compose his melodies through transforming 
his illustrative figures of price fluctuations into musical 
notes: 

it ft ft ft ft 

m — 

IN SOUTH AFRICA a man is appointed by the 
government to observe the movements of whales and then 
turns to warn the inhabitants of the area to take the 
necessary precautions through using his born. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

AN IRISH LASS kept on brushing her teeth for 8 hours 
and a half! 

•ft ft ft ft ft 

AN ARIZONIAN paid a $250 Gne because he rode his 
horse without using the head or rear lights ! 

ft ft ft ft ft 


HAPPY DREAMS 

\ 

FASTING: A dream of fasting suggests that you need to 
make amends for some past injustice; get on with it; the 
sooner it is done the quicker you will be able to forget it. 

ft ft ft ft fir 

HUNGER: A dream of being hungry may be regarded 
as a promise of better times ahead ; to dream of others 
being hungry predicts money luck, possibly through an 
unexpected legacy. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

i 

THIRST: An obstacle dream which sugg ests that you are 
an aggressive leader. The meaning depends on whether or 
not you quenched your thirst. If you did so at a well or a 
spring, your success will be beyond your highest expecta- 
tions. 

ft ft ft ft ft 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

The United Nations 

The United Nations was founded in 1945 as the 
successor to the League Of Nations. 

hi 1945 , there were 51 members of die original United 
Nations, now more than 180 countries. 

Trvove Lie of Norway was the firs# Secretary-General 
from Feb L 1946 until April 10, 1953. 


The charter for the U.N. was drawn up in San Francisco 
in 1945. 

v 

The Gve permanent members of the Security Council 
are: China, France , Russian Federation, the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

Maintaining international peace surd security is one of 
its fundamental aims. 

Switzerland is one of the sovereign countries which is 
not a member of the U.N. 

Two colours are found on the Gag of the U.N.: blue and 
white. 

Dag Hammarskjold , a Swedish bom secretary-general, 
was killed in an aeroplane crash in 1961. 

Lord Byron, an English poet, bad referred to a United 
Nations in his 1816 poem Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage. 

Dr. Boutros Gbali (Egyptian) became the U.N. secret- 
ary-general in 1992. 

ft ft ft ft ft 


HUMOUR 

DOCTOR: “Tve examined you thoroughly and I think 
that aB you need is a good rest.” 

WOMAN PATIENT: " But / feel that I need acme 
medicine. Why don’t you look at my tongue?” 
DOCTOR: “ That needs a rest, too . 


ft 
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MRS. DOUBLETON: “I’m always having trouble with 
either my husband or the furnace. ** 

MRS. SYMPLETON: “How’s thatV’ 

MRS. DOUBLETON : “Wbcncvem I watch one the 
other goes out!” 

ft ft ft ft- ft ■ “ ' ’ 

MR. JONES: (on the phone) “Hello? Dr. Smith?” 
DOCTOR: “Yes.” 

MR. JONES: “My wife has just dislocated her jaw. If 
you should be in the neighbourhood in the next couple of 
weeks or so maybe you’d drop in and have a look at her!” 

ft ft ft ft ft . 






(A) arrange the numbers 

Can you arrange the numbers Gom “1“ to “11” in the 
circles shown so that the total of the numbers along 
any straight tine becomes the same as any other sucb 
total? 



. ft ft ft ft ft 

* * * * . 

(B) DO IT QUICKLY, PLEASE 

A man ate 100 grapes in Gve days, each day eating 6 
more than on the previous day. 

How many grapes did he . eat on the; Gist day?! '■ 
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When the sun never smiles 


By ML Yaghi 

Maher liked to make pictures for his teacher Salwa. 
Whenever conditions allowed his attending school and he 
had an art class, he drew with vivid colours the feelings that 
lived in his heart. “Well, Maher,” his teacher said one 
spring morning when the sky was blue and all the world- 
should have appeared green and sweet, tL what are you 


going to draw for me today?” 

-.The six-year-old sat and pondered and then answered. 
“Ill draw whatever you like, miss. ” 

“All right then,” she replied, “why don’t you do a 
picture of a zoo?” 

So he set to work amongst the other students who bent 
their heads dose to their desks. He thought and thought 
and finally chew a small monkey in a cage. In the 
background he put an elaborate Palestinian Gag with a Star 
of David at its centre and blood driping from it folds. He 
took his crayons and coloured his picture and when his 
teacher passed by his desk again, he showed her his 
accomplishment. 

She picked up his artwork and stared at the sketch and 
said, ’Maher, I am so impressed with your work. Someday 
you will become a great artist. But for now, let's hang your 
picture on the wall so that everyone can see it. ” 

After school, Maher ran home. He care fully slipped past 
the Israeli soldiers loaded with ammunition who patrolled 
his area and glared at him as though he had committed a 
crime , but be continued on his way, trying to take no notice 
of them. When he reached his cement house with the tin 
roof, he burst through the door and threw his books on the 
kitchen table and said to his mother who was cooking “Hi, 
mommy, what’s for lunch?” 

“ We’re going to have soup. Tell me, ” she said, turning 
around to admire him, “ how was your day at school? Did 
you have fun? Remember what I told you , always come 
straight home and don’t throw stones ?” 

Boy, being an only child was really rough and having no 
. dad made it even harder, but all he said to his doting 
mother was, “yes, I had fun in art class. I drew a picture of 
a zoo. Miss Salwa liked it and hung it up on the board. And 
hey, I promised you that I wouldn’t throw rocks at 
anybody, not even if all the boys in school do, okay 7” 
“AH right, good boy, that’s mysonl Go wash your hands 
so we can eat.” 

The next day, a soft rain that had started in the night , 
pattered on the tin roof. Maher was dressed and ready lor 
school and was gathering his books when be asked: “Mom, 
does it rain in opting? I thought you said that summer was 
on its way and we bad seen the last of this kind of weather 
until winter. ” 

She tidied his shirt and answered: “That’s true but 
maybe this year God sent us extra so that more flowers will 
grow.” 

“That reminds me. I want to take some pink roses to my 
art teacher. She loved them.” 

He deserted bis books and rushed out into the small 
garden that his mother kept up in her lonely hours when he 
was away at school. Raindrops wet his face and sprinkled 
his clothes as he picked some roses. One thorn pricked his 
finger and he cried out, “ouch” and then ran back inside to 
let his mother tie bis Gowers and bandage his sore. 

He told his mother good-bye and skipped to school past 
the soldiers. He proudly marched up to his teacher’s office 
and knocked on the door which was slightly ajar. A voice 
from behind the desk said: “Come in. Hellow Maher. What 
have you got for me today?” 

“Nothing much, miss, just some roses. ” 

She took the small bundle Gom him and removed the 
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* She silently pinned his picture up among the 
beamed with pride as his classmates BBhertdsroMato 
admire it. There it was in all its glory . rhe Dome of the 
Rod; with a Palestinian Gag Gying from one 
above it was the sun which was crying tears 
had tried to capture the exquisite colours of the s*cred 
mosque, one of the holiest Islamic shnnes in the world But 
the most effective of all was the morose sun who judged the 
tragedy of the scene below, one of occupation and 

oppression of an innocent people. 

“That's it for today, kids. Put your things away. 

Tomorrow’s Thursday . so enjoy your weekend. See you on 
Saturday, encha’allah." 

As they tiled out of the room, the children said 
good-bye. When Maher passed her , his eyes met hers. She 
ruffled his hair, saying: “Such a good picture. So much 
feeling. I hope one day the sun will smile on Palestine and 

we will be Gee.” 

“Me too” he said and skipped out the door. 

Outside , the rain bad stopped. The sky was still cloudy 
and there was no sun , but there was a good fresh smell as if 
God bad washed all the world and given it a cleaner, 
greener look. Maher slowed down when he neared the 
soldiers, eyeing them suspiciously. He walked quickly . his 
heart beating rapidly, feeling uncomfortable and had 
almost rounded the corner away from their sight when all at 
once, a searing pain tore through his back and then 
everything turned black. 

He woke up in a hospital. He rubbed his eyes and then 
saw his mother sitting beside him , her face smudgy and 
looking sad. Next to her sat Miss Salwa. He tried to speak 
but his voice seemed lost inside his Gail body. Then, 
somewhere he found the sGength to say: “Mommy, what 
happened? Why am I here? Why do I have so much pain?” 

His mother rose slowly and stood at the side of the bed. 
The scent of medicine was everywhere and overpowered 
him. The white sheets felt coarse and unfriendly. "You’ll 
be all right son. ” his mother said unconvincingly. “Look, 
here’s Miss Salwa. She’s come to pay you a visit and talk to 
you about your artwork!” 

There is a hope of peace as the talks between Arabs and 
Israelis continue, but meanwhile, the brutality and torture 
of a suffering peoplegoes on. } Maher was shot in the spine 
as Be was walking home. He threw no stones. He is the only 
child of his widowed mother and to add to her sorrow, he 
wiB never walk again. The bullet paralysed him Gom the 
waist down. Perhaps be can draw pictures for the rest of his 
life andremember those days of his past when he could run 
and skip. What else can he do in a land where the sun never * 
smiles? 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thnrtday, May 13 

8-M 

9:10 Quantum Leap 



Scott Bakufa and 


Dean 

Quantum Leap is an innova- 
tive time-travel scries cen- 
tring on Sam Beckett whose 
efforts to return to present . 
day, following a flawed ex- 
periment , keep him bouncing 
back and forth in time — 
mostly from the mid-50’s 
through the mid-TPs — re- 
placing people he never knew 
or heard of. While television 
viewers will see Sam us he 
sees himself, those around 
him see as the person he 
replaced. This proves both 
challenging and amusing, 
sometimes providing high 
drama as the perplexed hero 
valiantly tries to live the Gfe 
be has been forced to assume 
without any of the person’s 
skills or knowledge. His part- 
ner on the Quantum Leap 
project, tite Observer, who 
appears as a hologram only 
Sun can see or hear, guides 
him, but sometimes provides 
more problems than help. ' 
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10M News In English 

1*20 Movie Of The Week — 
Absolute Strangers 

Starring: Henry Winkler 

Friday, May Id 

*30 AW 

9:10 EJi.G. 

m 

Scratches on a plastic wall 

_ • 

JftM News In English 

a ■ 

Jfc» Wagner 

■ "a 
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Saturday, MMay IS 

Soper Bloopers And New 



Bradley Gets Fired 


SklO Documentary 
sanr 

A Tale Of An Egg 


— Dzno- 


M0 Local Programme 
9*0 Music 

KhOO News In En glish 

10:20 Feature FRm — Dead 
On The Money 

A theatre star gets to know a 
young man. Carter, who tells 
her mysterious things about 
family. 


Sunday, MMay 16 

8£0 Executive Sheas 

Anthea has a new boyfriend, 
Robin, who turns out to be 
just the sort of new writer 
Caroline is looking for. One ’ 
of Robin’s other talents, 
however, is for making trou- 
ble , which he does in a tug 
way. 

9:10 The Good Guys 
Death At Seat ■ 


MacFadyean’s half brother, 
MBcs — who has given up 
estate agency to become a 
fisherman at Ingletborpe on 
the Suffolk coast is dbowned 
when his little boat goes 
down in mysterious circumst- 
ances. When his body is pul- 
led up in a net by another 
fisherman, Wayne Deacon, 
he also finds a cod with its 
stomach slit open. His wife Jo 
is comforted by her sister 
Meg who lives locally. In 
Richmond, MacFadyean 
hears of Miles’ death. He 
goes straight to Ingletborpe. 
Lofthouse goes with him. 
Among the items found in 
Miles* pockets is an envelope 
with a Hammersmith address 
on it. 

lOdQ News In J&yfe* 

10:20 frnob Series 


MMonday, May 17 

&30 The Powers That Be 


Only when a dinosaur’s egg 
was discovered, did scientists 
came to know how complex 
these animals were 

10d)0 News In f&^gffdfr 

10:20 Jordan Weekly 

10.-40 Street Justice 

Missing 

A Vietnamese lady comes to 
Adam’s house and asks him 
to End her husband who went 
missing in Vietnam in 1973. 

She believes that be is still 
alive. 

Tuesday, May M 

« 

8X0 Beadles About 
9:10 Forever Green 

Yoimg Tom has a new friend, 
a Polish immigrant, who 
teaches Tom Gshing. 

10:00 News In R ng i fa ft 

Starring: Deiphine Seyvig 

Wi " d **sd*y, May f 9 
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Curtains to fail to save crumbling Covent Carden 
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By Jill Serjeant 

Reuter 





LONDON - London’s Co- 
wot Garden Opera is to shot 

*^™. for f*° years for an 
ambitious but essential mod- 

eiwsatioa scheme which cri- 
tics fear could result in bank- 
ruptcy. 

While most major Euro - 
pean aties have rebuilt or 
refurbished their opera 
houses since 1945 , the Co - 
.vent Garden stage graced by 

- superstars ranging from 

■^t. f j,- Afana Callas to Luciano 

^ Pavarotti is still powered bv a 
World War I Jrtmarinew- 
gine. 

» Scene shifting is such a 
laborious process that the 
stage is sometimes ready only 
minutes before the curtain 
rises. Space in the white- 
pillared 1858 building is so 
cramped that dancers of the 
Royal Ballet have to travel 
across London on public 
transport from their rehearsal 
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“It is not possible to do 
good work economically or 
efficiently in this beloved but 
increasingly decrepit 19th 
century theatre, ’’said Gener- 
al Director Jeremy Isaacs. 

u It may be British to mud- 
dle through but it just isn’t 
good enough . We need a 
threat that works.” 

Covent Garden authorities 
say modernisation is not only 

desirable but "essential if the 
Opera House is to continue 
to fulfill its mission into the 
2lst century . ” 

But to cany out dm work, 
the opera and ballet house 
must find £150 million (5230 
million) in finance and shut 
its doors in 1997 for two years 
before a planned reopening 
on New Year's Eve 1999. 

It’s a tall order for a state- 
subsidised arts company 
which , despite charging die 
highest ticket prices in the 
world, is already running a 
£3.6 million ($5J5 million) 
deficit and is frequently ac- 
cused of catering to an elite 


minority. 

A report by Britain’s 
Council last year advised the 
Covent Garden board to 
abandon the scheme which 
has already taken 10 years in 
battles with planning author- 
ities and is turning the opera 
company into a property de- 
veloper. 

Britain’s Conservative gov- 
ernment, which last year pro- 
vided subsidies of some £19 
million (S29 million) to Cb- 
vent Garden, has refused to 
contribute extra funds for 
modernisation. 

Covent Garden is there- 

fore relying on raising £45 

million (S70 million) through 
a public appeal to be laun- 
ched at the end of 1993 and 
an as yet undiscolosed sum 
from Britain’s new National 
Lottery for the Arts and 
Sport. 

But the bulk of the funding 
is dependent on profits from 
a planned commercial de- 
velopment of shops and 
offices on part of the Covent 


Garden site, a prospect which 
critics say is fraught with dan- 
gers given the recession and 
plummeting property prices. 

“The climate of the com- 
mercial property market to- 
day raises questions about 
the likelihood of those profits 
being realised, as well as the 
effect of this uncertainty on 
potential donors,” the Arts 
Council report said. 

The report said that raising 
£45 miifion from the public 
was “a challenging target” 
and noted there were no con- 
crete plans for touring by the 
opera and ballet companies 

during the closure period. • 

Covent Garden , however, 
says the danger is not so 
much of going bust as falling 
apart. It is determined to 
press ahead with the scheme 
and win the support of the 
vast popular audience for 
opera that has sprung up in 
Britain in the 1990s. 

A new nationwide com- 
mercial radio station playing 
classical music highlights is a 


msmasmssB 


runaway success after seven 
months on the air and record- 
ings by Pavarotti and Polish 
composer Henryk Gorecki 
have won new fans among 
pop-music lovers. 

The revamped opera house 
will create an extra 113 seats. 
New technology backstage 
will increase the number of 
performances, keeping prices 
in check. 

m The best seats for produc- 
tions featuring top singers 
currentiy cost about £200 
(5300) — double those at 
New York's. Metropolitan 
Open. 

The Royal House Board 
also plans more spacious pub- 
lic areas, including res- 
taurants- and bars open to 
visitors all day. 

"The Royal Opera House 
lives on borrowed time,” it 
said, warning of the impend- 
ing threat of closure posed by 
prospective European Com- 
munity directives on health 
and safety. 
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London's Covwt Canton Opera 


The choice . it says , is sim- 
ple. 

A decaying theatre in Co- 


vent Garden, so . met or later 
derelict or empty, would be a 
national disgrace a fixing 


theatre on this site, a source 
of public satisfaction and 
uauonai pride". 
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By Robert Hart 
Reuter 


Art world celebrates Miro centenary 


BARCELONA — Joan Miro 
once confessed that bis first 
’ major surrealist work was in- 
spired in part by hallucina- 
tions brought on by severe 
hunger. 

This month, the 100th 
anniversary of his birth in 
Barcelona, the Catalan artist 
once dubbed “the most sur- 
real of the surrealists” is 
being celebrated in "Miro 
Year”. 

Miro, who was bom in the 
Catalan capital on April 20, 
1893. left a priceless legacy of 
paintings . drawings, cera- 
mics, sculptures, posters, 
etchings, lithographs and 
tapestries when he died on 
Dec. 25, 90 years later. 

Catalonia — the region 
that nurtured iris talent: — the 
rest of Spain and. the art 
world at large are all involved 
in a year Of events and exhibi- 
tions. 

Rosa Maria Maiet, coordi- 
nator of the Miro Foundation 
%i Barcelona, described Miro 


as a shy man who sought 
anonymity but nevertheless 
felt deeply immersed in socie- 
ty- 

He was, she said , “the 
most universal and yet the 
most Catalan of artists. 

"The fact is that Miro is the 
artist who opened most doors 
to all forms of expression. ” 

Last Tuesday, Spain’s 
Queen Sofia opened the prize 
event of “ Miro Year”, an 
exhibition of 180 paintings 
and 300 drawings. 

Together, they offer a 
chronological scan of the 
artist’s development from the 
intensely coloured, represen- 
tational work of Iris youth to 
the later sparse, symbolic 
lines and spaces. 

The Miro Foundation, 
organisers of one ofrhe most 
extensive ^displays .of- Miro ’s 
work ever staged, with ex- 
hibits loaned by galleries, 
museums and private collec- 
tions in Europe, the United 
States and Japan, expects 
more than 300,000 visitors 
before it moves to New 


York’s Museum of Modem 
Art in September. 

Other exhibitions of diffe- 
rent facets of Miro as well as 
conferences and seminars, 
are being held in Barcelona, 
Madrid and Majorca , where 
be lived for many years. 

At a gala inauguration , 
thousands of invited guests 
queued for hours for admis- 
sion to the foundation’s gal- 
lery on Montjuic Hill, with 
panoramic views of Barcelo- 
na. 

Musicians seared around 
the floodlit roof of the build- 
ing and on the lawns, fol- 
lowed the baton of composer 
Carlos Santos on television 
monitors as he conducted 
specially written music from a 
parapet overlooking the city. 

Maiet said the exhibition 
has two aims: "To present 
the key works in Miro’s de-. . 
velopment and to show his 
method of working. ” 

She said the foundation’s 
own collection of more than x 
5,000 sketches and prepara- • 
tory thawings showed that 
Mho’s greatest works, some- a 


times seen as spontaneous 
and almost childlike, were in 
fact the result of complex 
thought and reworking. 

The exhibition begins with 
vibrant oils of landscapes 
around Mont-Roig, in Tarra- 
gona province, where Miro’s 
parents had a small farm. 

The culmination of bis 
figurative phase came with 
"La Masia’’ (The Farm), 
painted in 1922 , which he 
described as “a resume of my 
life in the country” and which 
contains the main themes of 
the young Miro — landscape, 
sun, household implements 
and minute movements of 
nature, all depicted in intense 
colours. 

In 1924 Miro signed the 
first surrealist manifesto, 
drawn up by. French writer: 
Apdr^ Boston, and began Jus. 
first surrealist paintihg, V7he 
Carnival 'Of Harlequin" 1 .. . a 
crowded patchwork of sym- 
bols which startled even the 
surrealists. 

Miro later confessed the 
picture was in part the pro- 


duct of hallucinations caused 
by hunger. 

Breton called Miro "the 
most surreal of the surreal- 
ists” while American play- 
wright Edward Albee wrote: 
"From the surrealist roof, 
Miro produced a flower of 
singular beauty, even surpas- 
sing the original impetus.” 

In 1929 Miro broke with 
surrealism and declared he 
wanted to “ assassinate ” 
painting, which he felt had 
lost its way. 

This rebellion led him to 
try other techniques such as 
drawing, pastels, collage and 
three-dimensional formats, 
culminating in a series of 
“paintings from a collage” in 
1933. 

The outbreak of the Span- 
ish Civil War in 1936 drove 
( Miro to produce the dramatic 
poster "Aidez Espagne” 
; (Help Spain). 

He also turned back to 
representational painting, 
notably " Still Life With Old 
Shoe” (1937), which he him- 
self described as "with the 
farm, the foremost piece in 


my oeuvre, which I hope 
however to surpass later on. ” 

World War II saw Miro 
painting to escape from the 
hostile environment around 
him and moving again to a 
more poetic style featuring 
the interplay of symbolic 
forms and space. 

"I purposely became wrap- 
ped up in myself. Night, 
music and the stars began to 
play a more important role in 
suggesting paintings to me, ” 
be wrote from a Normandy 
village where he began a 
series of 23 gouaches entitled 
"Constellations. ” 

Miro’s later work was 
sparse and uncluttered, with 
lines and forms in black and 
primary colours on simple 
backgrounds. 

Of the triptych "Mural 
Painting For A Temple”, 
completed in 1962, be said: 
"By limiting myself to a few 
lines 1 have tried to gyve the 
gesture such an individual 
quality that it is almost 
anonymous — like a univer- 
sal act.” 
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Chinese cinema celebrated abroad but troubled at borne 
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By Philippe Massonnet 

Agence France Press 

PEKING — Awards at major 
festivals, enthusiasm among 
fiJmgoers and another Chen 
Kaige entry this year at Can- 
nes: The foreign love affair 
with Chinese cinema is 
attaining new heights. 

But it is a different scenar- 
io at home. 

“It has been a long time 
since the lines in front of our 
cinemas disappeared,” the 
venerable filmmaker Xie Jin 
complained bitterly last year 
during a meeting with prop - 
oganda chiefs for the ruling 


Communist Party. 

The statistics more than 
back up that observation, 
underlining a free fall in 
movie attendance. 

Admissions to less glamor- 
ous cinemas plunged from 2.7 
billion in 1987 to 1. 7 billion in 
1989 and continued falling to 
just 1.1 billion entries in 
1991, the last year for which 
figures are available. 

But the Film Ministry 
admits the decline continued 
in 1992 and will not be turned 
around this year. 

The disaffection of a 
formerly loyal audience is 
blamed on a number of fac- 


tors, not least intensive com- 
petition from television of the 
sort which rocked Hollywood 
in the 1950s. 

Also, younger Chinese in 
particular, are now offered a 
much wider selection of en- 
tertainment — including 
karaoke, pop and rock con- 
cerns, and more appealing 
books and magazines. 

But for one of China's 
most celebrated directors, 
Chen Kaige , it is more sim- 
ple. 

"It’s a problem of the qual- 
ity of the films, ” says Chen, 
whose Farewell To My Con- 
cubine has been chosen as an 


official selection at the 46th 
Cannes Film Festival, which 
opens Thursday. It will be his 
third entry in the glamourous 
competition in five years. 

As the young independent 
filmmaker Zhang Yuan sees 
it, there are too few such 
gems. 

"There were 10 strong 
films last year among 160 
products said the recog- 
nised leader of China’s cine- 
ma avant garde. 

And foreign recognition 
can have its perils: many 
Chinese criticise makers of 
internationally acclaimed 
films, such as Zhang Yimou. 


director of Raise The Red 
Lantern and The Story Of 
Qiu Ju , for making movies 
aimed at Western audiences. 

Another factor turning off 
film buffs is the flood of films 
with heavily ideological mes- 
sages which followed the 
tighter controls on ideology 
introduced, after the crushing 
of the democracy movement 
in 1989. 

But there is more to the 
crisis in Chinese cinema than 
disenchantment among audi- 
ences “now more preoccu- 
pied by the money than by 
culture. ” as the editor of one 
cultural magazine put it. 
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The state’s decision that 
from the beginning of 1993 
the making of films would be 
decided by the market, in 
contrast to the past, when 
productions were subsidised 
and officials looked after dis- 
tribution, has bad a dramatic 
effect on production. 

For the first time in 
Chinese cinematic history, 
there was no filming of major 
feature films this year until 
April. 

"With economic reform 
and the state’s financial dis- 
engagement, the studios 
don *f want to take any risks , ” 
said 2Zhang Yuan. 
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NEW YORK — Kristjan 
Johannsson started out as a 
diesel mechanic in a small 
Icelandic town. But once his 
rare vocal talent was recog- 
nised, he concentrated on 
performing operatic tunes 
rather than engine tuneups. 

Now a world-class tenor , 

the 40-year-old Johannsson 
made fas Metropolitan Opera 
debut on Feb. 20, the first 
Icelander to sing leading 
roles af the venerable opera 
house. 

It’s a long way from 
Akureyri — a town of 16,000 
at the edge of the Arctic 
Circle where, be first per- 
formed at age 8, singing O 
Holy Night in a Santa Oaus 

suit. 

At a time when opera 
houses sorely need dramatic 
tenors in the Italian reper- 
toire, this blond, dark-eyed 
singer with the Viking blood 
of his ancestors is a vocal 
powerhouse. 

"When doctors look into 
my throat, they say, *w hat the 


hell is this?”* Johannsson said 
with a laugh- "They can’t tell 
if Tm a baritone, a bass or a 
tenor. ” 

With vocal chords as long 
and thick as ones that usually 
produce the lower male regis- 
ters, the stocky Johannsson 
pierces the 3,800-seat Metro- 
politan with his high notes. 

This year, his career is one 
Jong high C. 

■ He made his Met debut as ’ 
the Spanish troubadour-lover 
Manrico in Giuseppe Verdi’s 
"B Trovatore” — without a 
angle stage rehearsal to test 
his voice in the hall- 

"They do that to save 
money. ...But I was a little 
worried, a little hysterical 
he said, half-joking . 

It was a baptism by live 
audience. “I just stood there, 
and the curtain opened. And 
I said to myself, ‘wow”’. 

So did the audience. 

In March, billed with tenor 
Pladdo Domingo, Johann- 
sson sang the role of the 
fickle Sicilian lover Turiddu 
in Pietro Mascagni's "Caval- 
leria Rusticana”. For the 
second half of the evening, 
Domingo was the love-torn. 


tragic clown in Ruggiero 
Leoncavallo's " Fagliaca .” 

Domingo received a roar- 
ing ovation. Johannsson 
brought down the bouse. 

With two of the superstar 
tenors, Lucian o Pavarotti 
and Domingo, in their 50s, 
and the third, Jose Carreras, 
performing less after surviv- 
ing leukemia, Johannsson is 
well on his way to becom ing 
the next great tenor. 

He will sing Verdi's 
“Aida.” for the September 
opening night of the Vienna 
State Opera — a great acco- 
lade. He also will start the 
season at Chicago's Lyric 
Opera with a new production 
of Giacomo Puccini’s “ Tos - 
ca. ” And in July, Johannsson 
and Domingo are to appear 
together again in Verona , 
Italy, to open the prestigious 
summer festival at the 
ancient Roman arena there. 

Johannsson may be new to 
the stratosphere of the inter- 
national opera world — 
dominated by no more than a 
dozen stars — hut he’s work- 
ed hard for 15 years to reach 
the top. 


Singing runs in his family. 
His father, a psychiatric 
nurse , was an amateur tenor 
who starred in musicals and 
operettas in Akureyri ’s tittle 
theatre. 

Along with four brothers 
and two sisters, Johannsson 
remembered . "I kind of grew 
up in the mental hospital” 
next door to their home, 
playing soccer and chatting 
with the patients. 

He wanted to become a 
goldsmith, tike his grand- 
father. But the master artisan 
“ was not a businessman He 
would repair one or another 
woman’s jewelry free of 
charge . then "could hardly 
buy the meat" to feed his 
family. 

When Johannsson asked to 
learn his craft , the grand- 
father said. "No. You can’t 
live on this.” 

His father, who was getting 
only “a small salary” for his 
singing, told him, “ why 
should you go to sing? It’s 
nuts. ” 

So at age 20, Johannsson 
became a mechanic. He 
opened his own garage/ re- 


pairing and tuning Diesel en- 
gines in trucks, cars, boats 
and tractors. 

For fun, he sang with a 
chorus conducted by the Ita- 
lian Vincenzo Maria Demetz. 
One day , Demetz picked up 
an especially fine sound com- 
ing from the chorus — 
Johannsson ’s voice. 

He pulled the young man 
aside, and said: "It would be 
a shame for the world if you 
don ’t go to study - You have a 
great voice. ” 

At 24, Johannsson left Ice- 
land and moved to Piacenza, 
Italy, to study singing. 

Three years later, the 
fledgling tenor made his de- 
but in Puccini's “La 
Boheme ” in Reykjavik, Ice- 
land's capital. His 1984 U.S. 
debut in Columbus, Ohio, 
was followed by nearly a de- 
cade of performances in 
other American odes , in Ita- 
lian opera houses — includ- 
ing Milan ’$ La Scala — and in 
Great Britain. Germany and 
Japan. 

One major stage remains 
to be conquered — London’s 
Govern Garden where he will 
ring in 1994. 


Johannsson and his wife, 
actress Jona Svcrrirsdottir, 
have two sons , Sverrir, 5, and 
Vikkingur, 3. The family 
shuttles between their house 
on Lake Garda , east of 
Milan , and their apartment in 
Monte Carlo. 

Ms. Svcrrirsdottir, who sat 
with her husband during an 
interview at the Met, coaches 
the tenor on bis acting. 

"I go to the rehearsals, and 
I can see when he wants to do 
some movement , hut he kills 
it,” she said. 

The boys' names are typic- 
al of Iceland, an island in the 
North Atlantic with 250.000 
people, 2 million sheep and a 
millennium-long history of 
Nordic sagas , Danish rule 

and independence in 1944. 

• 

While revelling in Italian 
melodies, Johannsson has not 
forgotten the music of his 
motherland. His most recent 
recording is devoted to Ice- 
landic songs, accompanied by 
a London orchestra. 

’ If was a hit back home — 
where every fourth Icelandic 
family owns one. Johannsson 
said proudly. 


Asian star tries 
to make it big in 

Hollywood 


By Ernest Sander 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Tran 
Quang describes himself as j 
combination of Sylvester 
Stallone, Marlon Brand o and 
Michael Douglas. Even in 
real life , the former Viet- 
namese screen star V express- 
ion can be brooding. A scar 
hints at scuffles, while an 
ever-smoldering cigarette 
dangles from his mouth. 

Bnt despite performing in 
40-pfos Vietnamese films and 
television shows and develop- 
ing a significant following in 
his country, the closest he's 
gotten to a U.S. movie set is 
two auditions. 

"If my wish comes tree, 1 
can learn how to make a 
movie in Hollywood said 
Quang. 

Quang is plainly enamored 
of Hollywood. He has seen 
Gone With The Wind 13 
times — his thin mustache 
was inspired by Clark Gable .> 
— and he greatly admires 
Brando in On The Water- 
front. 

His career as j leading man 
began in 1968 a! age 24 and 
led to four Vietnamese Actor 
of the Year Awards. Then 
the Communists took over in 
1975 and banned him from 
acting. 

Four years later . they de- 
cided to let Quang appear in 
movies again. But he had 
decided to leave the country. 

IN 11 years , he tried to 
escape 32 times, each time 
doomed by unreliable boats 
or captains afraid of reprisals 
for helping a celebrity flee 
the country ■. Three limes. 
Quang said, he wound up in 
prison. 

Now he’s finally out — he 
arrived in Westminster, a city 
about 48 kilometres south o( 
Los Angeles in February 
1992 — yet the glory days 
remain distant. 

"We have so many South 
East Asian or Asian actors or 
aspiring actors already. 
There is no very promising 
place for him to start with the 
casting offices in Holly- 
wood," said Yen Do, the 
publisher of the largest Viet- 
namese newspaper outside of 
Vietnam, the Ng Uoi Viet in 
Westminster. 

Still, Quang clings to the 
hope that he'll win a few 
parts in Hollywood and 
somehow pick up enough 
movie-making secrets to 
direct his own film back in 
Vietnam. 

While pursuing his acting 
career, Quang served in the 
South Vietnamese army, 
often alongside Americans. 
The war story, he said, has 
yet to be told from the South 
Vietnamese perspective. 

“1 need to do something ro 
tell fhe world why Americans 
died for our country, not tike 
movies I’ve seen where they 
are fighting for nothing, ’’ 
Quang said. "Because I 
know. I’ve been with them. ; 


"I 




ate with them. 1 slept with 
them. I played around with 
them. I'll show how they 
.shared their food, how they 
helped our women and chil- 
dren. 1 love them so much. / 
have to do something.” 

The 49-ycar-old Quang 
never learned even the most 
basic directing techniques — 
nor all that surprising in a 
country where the cameras 
arc “ literally from the '5Qs w 
and the majority of films axe 
shot on videotape, as film 
expert Jeff Gilmore put it. 

Eventually, Quang said, be 
would tike to bring the Viet- 
namese film industry into the 
modem age. 

Gilmore, head of program- 
ming for UCLA Film and 
Television Archives and 
director of the Sudanese Film 
Festix’al, recounted a recent 
xisit to the United States by a 
group of Vietnamese film ex- 
ecutives, illustrating the 
country’s technology gap. 

‘ “ They bought video 
cameras here to take back. 
We're talking about the guys 
who are running the film 
industry.” he satd. 

Quang's films such as The 
Wild Horse, Mission 7 09 and 
Like An Evening Dewdrop 
are highly regarded by the 
Vietnamese — each won 
Quang a Best-actor Award in 
the early ’70s — hot few in 
the United States have even 
beard of the movies, much 
less seen them. 

" 7 here are very few possi- 
bilities for films to be shown 
outside the country,” said 
Gilmore, who was last in 
Vietnam five years ago. 

As he hopes for a nibble 
from Hollywood, Quang is 
teaching at an acting school 
he set up with his manager 
and second wife. My-Ha Ho. 

She immigrated to the Un- 
ited States in 1975. and in a 
1990 visit to Ho Chi Mint 
City (formerly Saigon ) 
bumped into Quang in a 
nightclub. The two , who once 
dated, had not seen each 
other in 15 years but reprised 
their affair. 

As Quang’s fiancee, she 
petitioned the U.S. govern- 
rnenr and was able to get 

approval for Quang to leave 
Vietnam. 

Various members of 
Quang's family, including his 
children from a previous mar- 
riage. mother and father , five 
in the Orange County area, 
which has a sizable Viet- 
namese immigrant popula- 
tion. 

Al the Tet Festival in 
Westminster this year, heads 
occasionally turned toward 
Quang. One man darted out 
and stopped him, clutching 
Quang's arm. Behind him . 
the man's wife and her 
friends stood grinning , their 
cameras ready to capture the 
moment. 

"I know him because he i$ 
a movie star.” 41-year-old 
i r.m 3a said. "This (is) the 
first rime ever to see him '* 
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Study suggests moderate drinking raises risk of breast cancer 



By Pi ml Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Two 
alcoholic drinks a day are 
enough to raise hormone 
levels in women and put them 
at greater risk of developing 
breast cancer , according to a 
study at the U.S. National- 
Institutes of Health. 

The research provides a 
possible reason that other 
studies have shown an in- 
crease of breast cancer 
among women who drink, 
said Marsha E. Reichman, 
who did the research while at 
the National Cancer Insti- 
tute. 

Diet and disease research 
over the last 10 years have 
shown that women who drink 


moderately have a breast 
cancer risk that is 40 to 100 
per cent greater than women 

who don 't drink. Other stu- 
dies have associated 
Estrogen, a hormone, with 
breast cancer. 

Dr. Reichman said the new 
study is the first to provide a 
link between the earlier fold- 
ings. 

“This is the first study to 
suggest that the mechanism 
by which alcohol affects 
breast cancer risk may be the 
increase in hormones caused 
by alcohol,” she said. 

A report on the study was 
published in the Journal of 
the National Cancer Insti- 
tute. 

Ironically, the study comes 


soon after Boston researchers 

reported that three drinks a 
day may reduce the risk o f 
heart attacks by up to 50 per 
cent. 

The studies reflect an 
effort by biological scientists 
to relate the chemistry of diet 
to disease. Other studies 
have shown that conditions 
such as heart disease , cancer 
and stroke are linked to diet- 
ary habits in some people. 

In. the breast cancer study ; 
one of Dr. Reichman ’s co- 
authors, Joseph T. Judd, said 
the goal of his field is to 
determine precisely how 
different chemicals influence 
the risk of disease. Eventual- 
ly, he said, science may hit on 
the perfect diet that will en- 
able people to avoid disease- 


causing eating habits. 

“We are far from knowing 
the whole story on diet and 
disease now, ” said Dr. Judd . 
a scientist at the Beltsvitie 
Human Nutrition Research 
Centre of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

In the study, 34 women 
were divided into two groups 
and tested for effects of alco- 
hol through six menstrual cy- 
cles. Throughout the study r 
the women were on control- 
led diets so that the only 
dietary difference was the 
alcohol. Blood and urine 
tests were taken for three 
days daring three phases of 
the menstrual cycle. 

For half of the study, one 
group of women were given 


nightly 30 grammes of pure 

grain alcohol mixed in orange 
juice. The other group was 
given orange juice without 
the alcohol. For the second 
half of the study , the groups 
reversed Zheir alcohol use. In 
this way, both halves of the 
study group received the 
alcohol dose for three men- 
strual cycles. 

Blood tests showed in- 
creases in Estrogen of up 31.9 
per cent during the middle 
phase of the menstrual cycle , 
the peri-ovulatory phase, for 
women who were drinking. 
Urine tests showed a similar 
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during the luteal, or final, 
phase of the menstrual cycle 
for those on alcohol Little 
change was found in the ear- 


ly, or follicular , part of the 
cycle. 

In an editorial published 
with the study. Dr. Matthew 
P. Longnecker of the UCLA 
School of Public Health said 
the findings may not be re- 
levant to most women since 
studies have shown that few- 
er than 3 per cent of Amer- 
ican women drink 30 gram- 
mes of alcohol daily. 

Dr. Judd said that the alco- 
hol used was pure, or 2Q0 
proof. He said that 30 gram- 
mes of the beverage is appro- 
ximately equal to the amount 
of alcohol used in two “very 
strong” mixed finales, such as 
Martinis. 

Both Dr. Judd and Dr. Bach- 
man said that more study is 


pie differently and affects 
parts of the body differently.- 
For instance, Dr. Judd said 
the women in the new study 
were also tested for 
cholesterol levels. Those 
drinking the alcohol, he said- 
were ibunfi to have higher 
levels of High Density 
Lipoprotein, the so-called 
“good” cholesterol that is 
thought to combat heart dis- 
ease. Similar results were re- 
ported over the weekend in a 
study by a group of Boston 


In making dietary decisions 
based on what is now known. 


said could consider avokhnjl 
alcohol since the became 
clearly aggravates the rafc. 
Among the known taSKT 
cancer risks art a family hs- 
tory of the disease and cer- 
tain types of breast cysts. 

Dr. Judd said that for pop- 
ple at high risk of heart 
ease, moderate alcohol use 
could help reach a blood cbo- 
miscry that benefits the heat. 

“People have to conSKter 
all of the overall risk factors, 
such as family history * in ^ 
making decisions about alco- 
hol use . ” he said. 
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Doctors probe disease in children of mothers with breast implant 




By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Symptoms 
of unusual immune disorders 
have been found in children 
of mo tiers with breast im- 
plants, raising questions ab- 
out whether silicone might be 
contaminating breast milk or 
seeping into the womb, doc- 
tors said. 

Only a few cases have so 
far been examined , and doc- 
tors are reluctant to draw any 
connection. But at least two 


doctors have begun studies of 
the children, and the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion has been monitoring the 
situation. 

“It would be unfair to the 
women to say this is definite- 
ly a problem, or not a prob- 
lem,” said Dr. Jeremiah 
Levine of Schneider Chil- 
dren’s Hospital in New Hyde 
Park, N.Y., because the evi- 
dence is too preliminary. 
Nevertheless, be said, 
‘There’s reason to be con- 


v 

cemed and there’s reason to 
look at h a bit better. ” 

Dr. Levine, a pediatric gas- 
troenterologist, said he has 
examined a dozen children of 
mothers with implants. “I 
saw several children who had 
intestinal complaints ,'' he 
said. 

When he examined them, 
be found an unusual collec- 
tion of symptoms that could 
be characteristic of immune 
disorders. “Then, looking 
back in the history, the only 
thing that was unusual was 


that the mothers bad im- 
plants, ” he said. 

Dr. M. Eric Gershwin of 
the University of California, 
Davis, also is studying what 
seems to be symptoms of 
immune disorders in children 
of mothers with implants. . 

“We are currently seeing 
children who perhaps have 
bad some problems relating’ 
to their mother’s implants, ” 
said Dr. Gershwin, chief of 
rheumatology , allergy and 
clinical immunology. 


Neither Dr. Levine nor Dr. 
Gershwin would elaborate on 
their studies , saying it was 
too early to draw any conclu- 
sions. 

Last year, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
restricted sales of silicone 
breast implants to women 
needing breast reconstruction 
or to those participating in 
experimental trials of the im- 
plants. 

One of the FDA 's concerns 
was that breast implants 
might be somehow disrupting 


the body’s immune system , 
triggering a reaction that 
could lead to disease. 

In March, the Dow Com- 
ing Corp., developer of sili- 
cone breast implants, re- 
ported that the silicone gel in 
the implants altered the im- 
mune systems of laboratory 
rats. Studies to determine 
tile effect of implants on the 
human system are under way 
at Dow Coming and else- 
where. 

In a statement, Dow Com- 


ing said ’There is presently no 
convincing scientific evi- 
dence” to show that breast 
implants cause disease in 
women or children nursed by 
mothers with breast implants. 

The company said it had 
done one study to took for 
silicone in breast milk of 
mothers with implants but 
didn't find any. Dow Coming 
stepped making breast im- 
plants in March 1992. 

Working with a patient 
advocacy group. Dr. Levine 




has distributed a q uestion - 
naire to women with implants 
in an effort to determine bow 
widespread the problem 
might be. 

Susan Cmzan. an FDA . 
spokeswoman, said the agen- 
cy had reviewed the survey. 
FDA officials are aware of. 
the reports of health pit>6- 
lems in the children, she said. ■ V 

Dow Coming said 5,400 
lawsuits have been tiled 
against the company in con- 
nection with breast implants. 
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Eyes sapped implanted with pellets in fight against blindness 


By Lee Siegel 
The Associated Press 

UNIVERSAL CITY, Cali- 
fornia — A vaccine , drug 
pellets and laser-zapped fat 
bubbles show promise for 
preventing blindness caused 
by herpes, AIDS and diseases 


u 

that kill the eye's light- sens- 
ing cells, scientists said. 

The vaccine to prevent re- 
peated herpes eye infections 
and fatty bubbles that deliver 
sight-saving drugs might be 
widely available in five years, 
experts said at a seminar 
sponsored by the fund-raising 




charity Research to Prevent 
Blindness. 

Implanted medicine pellets 
already have saved the sight 
of dozens of AIDS patients, 
and should be in common use 
in two years. 

Dr. Anthony Nesbum is 
trying to develop a vaccine 


that would be injected near 
the eye to prevent repeated 
bouts of herpes eye infections 
in people who already carry 
the viruses. 

Herpes eye infections scar 
the cornea, the clear front 
part of the eye. About 
500,000 Americans per year 
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get such infections. Roughly 
5,000 go blind in at least one 
eye. said Dr. Nesbur, a 
UCLA professor who directs 
ophthalmology research at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centre 
in Los Angeles. 

Existing antiviral dings ha- 
ven't been proven efiractrve. 
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So Dr. Nesbum tested an 
experimental herpes vaccine 
on rabbits. He found it re- 
duced repeated herpes eye 
infections by half to two- 
thirds when combined with a 
drug that boosts the immune 

system. . t iZ s t 
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DOUBLES 

By Thomas W. Schier 
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ACROSS 
1 Wide open 
6 Writer's pain 
it Vessel 

1 5 Political car to onist 
19 All Thai Jazz" 
duoctor 
2Q Western 
happening 
27 Tup-drawer 

22 Noteffst Wiese! 

23 Mrs Arrterz 

25 Former Sieetor 
pass catcher 
27 Woman's secret'* 
23 Dawn goddess 
29 isroeh airbne 

31 — up i confessed) 

32 Cool flavoring 
35 Actress Diana 
37 Finnish lake 
40 Murphy of '48 

Hours 


DOWN 
7 Blazing " 

2 Exploded 

3 Slope upward 

4 Greek letter 

5 Charged ^wmmef 

6 Cooking *iyl* 

7 Burglarizes 
BOKla city 

9 Brooks 

10 Gondola 
boatmen 

1 1 Room m a casa 

12 According to — 

13 Stopover 

14 Female swan 

15 Current trend 

16 MJne 

17 Geometric term 
16 Lean towards 
24 Zodiac name 
26 Angry 

30 Baton Rouge 
school Mers 


Leprosy rates 

rising in Brazil 


41 Knots me score 
44 Raise 
48 Sandy’s word 
50 Unlock, once 
5! Crowd responses 

53 A Slaughter 

54 Evergreen 
57 Kukia's 

creator 

62 Werdo 

63 On the Caspian 

65 Poanoy's 
creator 

66 Vowel display 

67 Not — In the 
world 

69 Three Lives 

70 Regret 

71 Army NCO 
7? Overfeed 

73 ‘Sanford and 
Son actor 


33 Aunr rt Sonora 

34 Trumpeter Alpert 

35 Profundity 

36 The — love 

38 mdian statesman 

39 m addition 10 
4? Whirlwind 
43 Sei firmly 

45 Name m opera 

46 E» curoon 

47 P\ma del — 

49 Earthen trenen 
52 Indun 

54 Country festrvaf 

55 Seagm land 

56 Fra Mormon 
senator 

58 Soup thickener 
69 Part ot a race 

60 De jure 

61 Across 
Ram beau, to 

friends 


75 — toss for words 

76 "Exodus'' actor 
60 Cabbage efash 
81 Kind ol pickle 

62 NYC subway 

63 Not dose 

84 Desen hauler 
86 Muscat refrain 
66 Entreaty 

89 "At — , why not 
take, "(song) 

90 Yoke — 

91 "Love Boat" 
producer 

95 Sorter's need 

96 Robber's booty 

98 Hotel name 

99 Mai — [Onnk) 

100 Memorable time 
1Q2 Remove 

104 — as a mouse 
108 Plume source 


64 Confound 

68 Chocolate source 

71 Posts 

72 Certain solvent 
74 FOR s dog 

76 Actress Beatrice 

77 ' — saw Elba " 

78 Crimson Tide, for 
shon 

79 — Rabt»t 

81 Tony ol "Who's 
the Boss 7 ' 

84 Musical Porter 

65 Strong as — 

B6 Stereotyped 
67 Motoer 

88 Braid 

92 Circle parts 

93 Vtngi — 

94 Diver 
Lougams 

97 Gewgaw 
i0i Rep 


J12 Smaf-scaie 
grapmc 

114 Small one 

115 Highest 
professional level 

117 —garde 

120 Worry-free 
c o ndition 

122 Negative prefix 

123 Dr* ' gp. 

124 "It Must Be Him " 
singer 

127 CIA tfirector, once 

132 Netman Nastase 

133 City m Italy 

134 Dry. wtme wme 

135 Singer Lenya 

136 Transmitted 

137 Hopalong Cassidy 
portrayer 

138 American Iruflans 

13S Blows a horn 


103 Opposed 

105 Nev grads 

106 Nauseated 

107 Some steaks 

109 Marketplace 

110 Ctown KeRy 

111 Twits 
113 Kind of ' 

doth 

176 State abbr 
117 Rare — 

1 16 Ignominious 
119 Related 

121 Ukeadesen 

122 Leningrad's 
river 

125 Venule 

126 From — Z 

128 Gossett or 
Ferngno 

129 Quick escaoa 

130 Final, abbr. 

131 Old card game 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 


06702733 


1. Keep your presence of mind for once and kindly keep those preseats of 
mine that you may presently dielike. 

SL Expert sleuth exerts maximum effort in long search for eolntxoa to 
perplexing crime. 

3. Ailing singer came wearing a long gown, sang the songs abe had come to 
sing, and went straight home* 

4. Cossack with caaeock wants toalt on hassock. 


Diagramless 19 x 19, By James Barrack 


ACROSS 
- 1 — matar 

5 Period of 

prosperity 

6 Clergyman 
running a parish 

8 Glue 

1 1 Clufney fellow 

13 — ol me land 
(disposition} 

14 Tom or berei 
17 Subtract 

20 Not at an exceed 


DOWN 

1 Under the covers 

2 — Ness 

3 Speck 

4 Biblical prophet 

6 Floating platform 

7 Irritated 

9 fraction Indicator 

10 Gave the once- 
over 

1 1 Extraordinary 

12 Unretumabie 
serve 


23 Asan servant 

25 Egg-shaped 

26 Circumvented 

27 Hayworth or 
Tushlngham 

28 Understands 

29 Sleuth 

30 Kin of a 
humdinger 

31 Make as profit 

32 Snicker— 

34 Alias 007 


14 Chocolate 
substitute 

15 Kind Off aod 

16 Kind of leather 

17 Came 

10 Happening 

19 Office gadget 

20 Matched 
coBec&ons 

21 Level 

22 Supercharged 
vehicles 


35 Engage *n 
commerce 

36 Crosspatch 
41 Small branch 

44 Give suent assent 

45 Concerning 

46 Collection of 
anecdotes 

47 Do housework 

49 — evts 

50 Not plentiful 
53 More sage 


24 Nuts and 
bolts 

33 Artificial 

36 Extinguish 

37 A Ford 

39 Grows In 
Brooklyn" 

4Q Rank 

42 Quechuan 

43 Scottish 
highlander 

48 Endeavor 


54 Ending lor gang 
Or young 

55 Trial 

50 Without company 

57 Last British 

totter 

56 Regret 

58 Sen. subj. 

60 Speed l£ 

85 Garment maker 

66 Foflow secretly 

67 Pixig 


50 Painful 

51 Essential 
point 

52 Expert 

53 Triumphed 
56 Look at 

suggestively 
81 Consumes 

62 Watch parr 

63 Nastase 

64 "it Is a tale — 
by_." 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NGROTUN FANDANGO CYE SGTNF ‘TRDR FI" 
— CRU A T F RKFSAYYINO DNYDIN GNXPTK 
SPIXIE PC NO LATIN LYIZ ZNPFUP. 

— By Eugene T. Maleska 

2. YLJDFCA QCS J M BXLLD FP FDH JCMF 

L $ L A X W A QWKDPRWLTH WT TLB YJQCJK 
BWMX XWA I LAM ICHUS. — By E*rl Ireland 

3. ZtMCBXXV ZW8BTCLF, ZTBECLF IL ASGV 

EKCL CMS MBL EGREKORXXV FCAS VIR B 
O B E X C W. —By Gordon Miller 

4- HYLA ZYETH CAER YF D SURINKDOCKBO 
ZYC D INAITXS ZCYL ON A FAIT X$. KO'H 


OBE XCW. 


OCX A. 


Y;U m< wimh nr.mnn mn,. 
mhuu QnriTir.i nr;innn nmuo 
ftmon nnnnn amnn nnnrn 
nnnuf lunnnHkinc m Mi-uorm 
nnriN Mnnn Rnn". r : 
nnunnrj nrrpiwu rar r.uur.in 
nnrifi nrinwi niuiRU ruin 
:/;nn iinnr4iinnnriinnfi nnnn 
tnnri rxruau hmuh niumn 
MMHfiunn iiMimrirc nunnn 
rtun nnnflmunun nnu 

unnnii ;.Mwn nnr.iMirjuii 
Jiir.lHUEi nnj.lfl UMMMtl MUM 
nnriFi rmnnomRiinranni nnn 

nun niu.iun nnr.imi humh 

ruMnMiinnn nr. m u.i (anniuim 
Miinn I'Jmiiu uiip.tu 
nn ':riM".! Hnniiui>w v :i«irr:,rTfj 
riHfin nnnnri nnu-n nmu 
uuf in ii( )i nn : r>ir;i .hhhh 
nnriM kiuuhm rmni'i nu/.iH 


—By Bat-tar* J. Raff 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Mario de Brito, a 75-year- 
old peasant from northeast- 
ern Brazil, arrived in the 
Jacarepagua Leper Colony 
outside of Rio de Janeiro in 
1955 and has never left. 

“ Since they disowned me, I 
quit seeing my family, even 
my first wife. I don't need 
them,” Mr. De Brito said 
from his wheelchair. 

Mr. De Brito, who has lost 
both legs and one arm, is one 
of about 250,000 sufferers of 
Hansen’s disease, as leprosy 
is known , tallied by the 
Brazilian government. 

But the rate of new cases 
doubled between 1986 and 
1991, and doctors worry that 
the real number of cases 
could be double the official 
figure. 

Brazil Health Ministry 
.spokesman Doctor Celio 
Mota says more is being done 
to tight AIDS than leprosy. 
“ The taboo illness still rav- 
ages Brazil , but only the 
lowest social classes,” he 
said. . 

Leprosy is caused by a bacteria 
that destroys nerve endings 
and numbs the skin, leaving 
sufferers open to the disfigur- 
ing injuries that have come to 
represent the disease . Poor 
living conditions are a factor 
in its development. 

Thirty-thousand new cases 
were reported in 1990 and 
1991 , most in northeast Bra- 
zil where living conditions are 
the worst and, experts say, 
official figures the least reli- 
able. 

“It is too early to know if 
the new alarming statistics 
mean an actual increase in 
die number of patients, or 
better diagnoses, or both at 
the same time,” said Dr. 
Mota. 

The Jacarepagua Colony 
was founded in 1922 by a rich 
baron' whose daughter suf- 
fered fit an the ailment. Set 
on tens of thousands of hec- 
tares, the colony is home to 
760 patients and their fami- 
lies for a total of 1,800 


people. 

There are three buildings 
for men, one for women and 
one for elderly couples. The 
youngest residents live in 
small homes on tree-shaded 
lanes. 

While living there , Mario 
de Brito married a second 
wife, Raimunda Jarim, now 
73. Last year, they were 
given a small apartment 
where a nun comes daily to 
help them clean-up. 

, Before we lived in a tittle 
house but they forced us to 
give it to a young couple under 
the pretext that we needed 
help bathing ,” said Jarim, 
who moves with difficulty on 
feet reduced to stumps. 

“Before they were iso- 
lated, today the food and 
bousing attracts healthy peo- 
ple from outside, ” said col- 
ony director Francisco Mota, 
47, a former patient who 
arrived in 1975. 

“Quarantine of lepers has 
not been obligatory in Brazil 
since 1985 but patients refuse 
■to leave. Here, the state sup- 
ports them, on the outside 
they would be. forced to be- 
come beggars,” he added. 

Since 1991 , the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 

' and Brazil have been working 
on a national leprosy cam- 
paign to better inform doc- 
tors about the disease. 

Two weeks after the treat- 
ment starts , the patient is no 
longer contagious. A cure 
takes six months to two 
years. Patients need annual 
follow-up e xamin ations foi\ 
five years. 

But patients are often 
afraid to seek treatment for 
fear of being rejected by their 
families and abandoned. 

“In a country with 147 
million people and where 60 
million have never seen a 
doctor, it is difficult to attack 
a disease with a three-to six- 
year incubation period and 
such subtle symptoms, tike a 
small blemish, ” said Tatiana 
Manila, who treats patients 
with leprosy. 


that a more effective vaccine 
can be tested on people in 
three years and widely avail- 
able two years later, perhaps 
in the form of eye drops 
instead of injections. 

Dr. Jay S. Duker of Bos- 
ton 's New England Eye Cen- 
; tie showed how ADDS pa- 
tients can avoid bfindhess by 
using small, dot-shaped , 
drug-tilled pellets that are 
surgically implanted in the 
eyes. The procedure takes 20 
minutes. 

Dr. Duker reported last 
year that repeated bouts of 
AIDS-related Cytomegalo- 
virus Retinitis — a blinding 
condition — were prevented 
in 90 per cent of 30 patients 
implanted with the plastic- 
covered pellets, which slowly 
released the drug Ganciclovir 
for either four or eight 
months. 

Researchers now have 
tried the eight-month pellets 
in another 28 patients, and 
found they were 93 per cent 
effective. Dr. Duker said. 

The pellets keep the drug 
in the eye, where it is needed, 
and out of the blood, where it 
can cause potentially deadly 
anemia when given in- 
travenously. 

The pellets are cheaper 
and more convenient than 
getting intravenous infusions 


■ 

of Ganciclovir for a few hours ! 
every day , Dr. Duker said. . 

Physicist Ran Zeimer of 
the University of Illinois at . 
Chicago said his team was 
using laser beams and micros- 
copic fatty bubbles to deliver 
drugs to the hard-to-reach ' 
retina, at the back of the eye, 
to treat diseases such as 
macular degeneration. The 
disease, which destroys light- 
sensing cells in the retina, is 
the leading cause of blindness 
in people over 50 in del? 
veloped nations. 

The method involves injec- 
tions of dye- or drug-tilled 
liposomes, which are micros- 
copic bubbles made of fatty 
substances called lipids. The 
babbles flow through the 
bloodstream without releas- 
ing their oontents. When doc- 
tors shine a laser onto the 
retina, the beam makes fatty 
bubbles that have reached 
the retina heat up and hurst, 
releasing their cargo. 

Lasers already are used to 
treat macular degeneration 
by zapping the offending ves- 
sels. But that kind of laser 
does some damage that 
leaves patients with blind 
spots, a problem that Dr. 
Zeimer believes will be 

. the new tech- 
nique. 


SOLUTIONS 



(A) Arrange the numbers: 



(B) Do it quickly, please! 


Tbe nun ate EIGHT grapet on the tint day. 
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Algeria outlines 


path for return 

to democracy 

Ihb By John Baggaley 

Reuter 


ye^r^f^l Ailer more ^ 

year of emergency rule a 
bloody conflict with Islamic ft 
damemalists, Algeria’s milita 
backed government has sketch 

2?* shad °ry Path for a cautic 
retUr n to democracy.. 

In a weekend address, head 
state Ali Kafi held out tfofn 

pect of more liberalised politic 
activity paralleled by relentlc 
secunty pressure to break i 
armed groups blamed for he 
dreds of killings. 

■*, Mr. Kafi promised a referc 
^dum this year on how the retu 
to democracy would be manage 
He ehd not say what questio 
would be pnt but diplomats ss 
P°0 85 a et^eial first sta 
which must attract enough vot 
for the resnlt to be seen as a re 
consensus. 


“The referendum has to attract 
at least a credible number of 
voters to provide any legitimacy 
for future action,” a European 
diplomat said Sunday v hours after 
Mr. Kail's address. 

‘At least there was a reference 
to a resumption of elections 
which there hasn't been for some 
time, even if the speech left a lot 
of questions unanswered," said a 
Western diplomat. 

The speech followed weeks of 
consultations with different 
groups as time runs our on the 
▼collective presidency whose man- 
date ends on Dec. 31. 

Mr. Kafi said the unelected 
advisopr National Consultative 
Council would be expanded to 
take in political parties and other 
groups, and would be given 
“reinforced prerogatives.” 

“There’s a flickering light now 
at the end of the tunnel," a 
Western diplomat said. 

"They seem to be advancing by 
minute steps but increasingly 
bringing in the parties who initial- 
ly denounced the presidency as 
unconstitutional,” said a Euro- 
pean envoy. 

The five-man presidency was 
installed after President Chadli 
Benjedid resigned over the adv- 
ance of Muslim fundamentalists 
in a general election. Diplomats 
said Mr. Chadli was forced out. 

The new 'authorities cancelled 
the poll, which the fundamental- 


ists looked poised to win, trigger- 
ing a wave of violence bl ame d on 
Muslim radicals whose parry, the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
was outlawed last March. 

Well over 600 people have 
been killed since a state of 
emergency was imposed in 
February 1992 and the country 
has been without a parliament for 
more than a year. 

Mr. Kafi promised more talks 
with political parties and associa- 
tions on how an unspecified 
period of “transition’' would be 
handled “to favour the return to 
the electoral process." 

“This seems to be the starting 
point for the whole situation. 
And it was not hedged round by 
caveats on the security situation 
as in the past,” another diplomat 
said. 

“But it is an absolute minimum 
(programme) and leaves many 
questions — how long the transi- 
tion mil be, wbat sort of institu- 
tion will take over when this 
presidency steps down, how do 
you treat those who supported 
the FIS and the FFS (Socialist 
Forces Front)?” 

Tite FIS was credited with over 
three million vot es in the aborted 
election and the FFS, which has 
refused to join talks with the 
presidency, attracted some 
500,000. Another five million our 
of the 13 million electorate ab- 
stained. 

Mr. Kafi gave an upbeat assess- 
ment of the security situation, 
saying: “The escalation of terror- 
ists acts... is being combated 
more and more efficiently by 
security forces." 

Poverty is blamed by many for 
swelling fundamentalist ranks 
and Mr. Kafi warned that “real 
democracy” could only emerge 
from enduring economic develop- 
ment. 

He repeated a pledge to move 
Algeria towards a free market 
economy, saying this would need 
imaginative policies, opening up 
to the outside world, restructured 
industry and competition. 

“Kafi’s speech suggests a three- 
year transition at least,” one of 
the diplomats said, adding: “It's 
still a risky course." 


Israeli absence from Palestinian 


festival testifies to 


separate identities 


By Najwa Najjar-Kort 

Special to the Jordan Times 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The second annual Cinema 
Nights of Jerusalem, which ended 
on May 5. was a testimony of the 
de facto separation of the Palesti- 
nian and Israeli societies, an issue 
at the heart of the ongoing Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

"This film festival reflects a 
new and welcomed atmosphere, 
one which clearly divides Palesti- 
nians and Israelis," said Daoud 
Kuttab 

president of the Jerusalem Film 
Institute (JFI), a non-profit orga- 
nisation founded in May 1991 for 
the promotion of film conscious- 
ness among Palestinians and 
sponsor of the Cinema Nights of 
Jerusalem. 

Unlike most cultural events 
held in Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip in the past, 
there was a noticeable lack of 
Israeli presence during the festiv- 
al. “Even journalists were uncon- 
cerned and Israeli intellectuals 
did not show their usual interest 
(in the festival).” said Mr. 
Kuttab. 

The closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since late March 
and the border restrictions were 


indirect Israeli interference as 
these measures were responsible 
for low turnout rates of 
moviegoers in Jerusalem from the 
sealed off areas and from the 
Arab World. 

Despite the effects on the fes- 
tival. this Israeli security siege 
was considered particularly signi- 
ficant by Palestinians living in the 
occupied territories and festival 
sponsors. The siege, not an un- 
usual measure Israelis adopt, was 
viewed in light of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's recent 
statements as a separation be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

The “borders" manned on ev- 
ery road leading into East Jeru- 
salem by Israeli soldiers was 
further proof to Palestinians of 
the territorial division between 
the two peoples and a sign of the 
birth of a Palestinian state. 

In response to the siege, the 
JFI decided to take the Cinema 
Nights of Jerusalem to Palesti- 
nians who could not enter Jeru- 
salem during the festival from 
April 10-22. JFI members holding 
Jerusalem Israeli identification 
cards were able to travel to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and to 
show the 33 films from ten diffe- 
rent Arab countries between 
April 22 and May 5. 


“In addition to breaking the 
security siege on our people bv 
going to them, we also broke the 
cultural siege. We have been cut 
off from the Arab World for the 
past 25 years," said Mr. Kuttab. 
To combat the cultural blockade, 
the JFI decided to dedicate this 
year’s film festival to Arab films. 

The importance of showing 
“serious” films produced in the 

Arab World was stressed by JFI 
Artistic Director George Khlcifi. 
“What Palestinians see on televi- 
sion and in video stores are 
cheap, commercially-made Arab 
films. Films that reflect the real- 
ism among Arab filmmakers are 
unavailable." Mr. Khleifi said. 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi. a re- 
nowned writer and an critique 
long before she became known as 
the articulate spokesperson for 
the Palestinian delegation, reiter- 
ated the importance of improving 
cinema appreciation among 
Palestinians at the festival's open- 
ing speech. Dr. Ashrawi said that 
the Palestinian cultural move- 
ment “is a reflection that rhe 
people are alive." 

Screenings were made at both 
the Palestinian National Theatre 
and the Kasaba Theatre in East 
Jerusalem. Most of the films 


shewn were long feature films. 
Because 35mm projectors were 
not available, the films were pro- 
jected through video. The films 
were divided into three categor- 
ies: Classical Arab films, new 
Arab releases and Palestinian 
films. 

The classical category included 
leading Egyptian Director Yousef 
Shahin's masterpiece Al Ard 
(The Land! ;1%5| that non rays 
the struggle of small Egyptian 
farmers against landowners and 
Khaled Ai Sadceq's Bis Ya Bahr 
(Cruel Sea) ( SV73 i, the first 
Kuwaiti film that tackles the 
tense relationships among people 
in a society that does not promise 
much to its young people. Also 
included was the screenplay of 
Palestinian Ghassan Kanafam's 
famous nos el Men in the Sun 
( 1973). 

Elie Suleiman, a filmmaker 
from Nazareth presently living in 
New York, was at the festival to 
present his film Homage by 
Assassination (1992). which was 
among the new release category. 
His film has attracted world film 
critics' attention because of his 
successful search for a new 
cinematic language. Homage by 
Assassination was grouped with 
lour other works on rhe Cull war 


by filmmakers from Morocco, 
Lebanon and Tunis. These five 
directors were given an opportun- 
ity to express their opinions on 
the Gulf war and its eftecls on the 
average Arab citizen and intellec- 
tual. ” 

Other new releases featured at 
the festival included Jordan's Na- 
jdai Anzour's film An Eastern 
Tale (1991). Mohammad Malas 
award-winning film The Night 
(1992). Moroccan Jilnii Farhari's 
The Shores of the Lost Children 
(1991) and Egyptian Asma Bak- 
n’s Beggars and Noblemen 
(1991). 

In addition to Mr. Suleiman, 
only two other directors were 
able to attend Their films fell 
under the Palestinian film categ- 
ory. Hani Abu Assad from 
Nazareth, now living in Holland, 
wrote and directed his first short 
film Paper House ( 1992) and Aha 
Arsuughiy of Akka. now living in 
the United Slates wrote, directed 
and produced her own 
documentary. Torn Living 
11993) Ironically, local tilinniak- 
er from Beit Jala (less than live 
miles away from Jerusalem) Han- 
na Musleh. who wrote and 
directed the documentary We 
Are God's Soldiers (1993) was 
unable to attend the showing oi 


his film. 

Mr. Kuttab said that the JFI 
had decided to invest m this 
cultural event despite the interna! 
and external obstacles, especially 
the meager financial and human 
resources, "since the onlv wav to 
place ourselves on the political 
map in this volatile, unstable 
atmosphere w.is to act and r.e.t 
talk." 

Mr. Kuttab xud that last year’s 
first Cinema Nights of Jerusalem, 
which was dedicated to Palesti- 
nian films, must have beet: 
success, judging trout :he in- 
creased local interest, its 
encouraged the JH ta louimue 
holding the festival and to under- 
take new projects Kccctitiv :‘:e 
JFI has embarked o:i tra:r:irtg 
Palestinians m him arid video 
production and produvinc hint-, 
that aie shown SikuMv .mj inter- 
nationally 

JFI ((Hinders hope tti.il the 
Cinema Nights ot Iciusa’cm «*:: 
become a pcinuncn! teatuta 
the citv\ agenda. .» p.n: vvr.uh 
will help m in.:k::ii a Jeru-.a.em 
cultural capita! lor P.il/v'm.ans 

Mr. Kuttab. hi.r.-.ed .» 
ha-, recently returned troisi jcik- 
salcm and is currents working as 
a filmmaker in Amman 



Various scenes Crum the movies shown at this year’s Cinema Nights of Jerusalem festival 
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Police, ANC form tentative bond in S. Africa 
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By Judith Matioff 
Reuter 

PRETORIA — A white police- 
man affably hands a megaphone 
to an ANC activist calling for the 
end of white minority rule, an 
image of new, tentative coopera- 
tion between South Africa's tra- 
ditional foes. 

White' police wrestle to the 
ground a white rightwinger who 
shot dead two black protesters. 
African National Congress 
(ANC) township officials hand 
over to police thugs who killed a 
journalist. Police and ANC orga- 
nisers huddle at rallies to stop 
looters and rioters. 

As South Africa takes halting 
violent steps towards multi-racial 
democracy, cooperation once un- 
thinkable is emerging between 
the ANC government-in-waiting 
and its erstwhile police enemies. 

The ANC still accuses the 
police of shooting unarmed 
township protesters and senior 
police officials question its ability 
to control its followers. 

Since the April 10 murder of 
black Communist Party leader 
Chris Hani, the two sides have 
been thrown together to save the 
country from violent disaster. At 
least SO people, most of them 
blacks, have been killed in vio- 
lence since Mr. Hani’s death. ■ 
But police and the ANC have 
struck delicate, unprecedented 
deals to ensure potentially explo- 
sive rallies were largely orderly. 

“Cooperation was good," 
ANC Secretary-General Cyril 
Ramaphosa said last month after 
police and ANC marshals work- 
ing together ensured mourning 
ceremonies for Mr. Hani that 
drew tens of thousands of blacks 
were mainly peaceful.” 

“Wbat has been played out this 
week is instructive — this is the 
embryonic stage of joint control 
of the security forces.” 

The ANC and otheY black anti- 
apartheid groups taking part in 
multi-party negotiations on a 
transition to democracy are de- 
manding joint control over South 
Africa's white-led security forces 
along with black guerrilla groups. 

The police force is 60 per cent 
black and the government late 
last year appointed hs first three 
non-white generals. 

Except for one day of urban 
riots and some isolated incidents, 
Mr. Hani’s funeral and other 
memorial events were largely 
peaceful as police and ANC offi- 
cials consulted to ensure white 
rightists did not attack protesters 
and township anger did not spill 


out of control. 

“The cooperation has been su- 
perb," said a U.N. observer in 
Pretoria, the seat of white power 
where ANC and pplice officials 
walked side by ride to maintain 
order at a march. 

At one point a white policeman 
lent ANC organiser Donsie Khu- 
malo his megaphone so his sup- 
porters could hear calls for black 


majority rule. 

The march on police headquar- 
ters was technically banned by- 
the city council but police said 
they had derided to let it go 
ahead to defuse tensions. 

“They’ve been very disci- 
plined,” Colonel Royce Menton 
said of the ANC marshals, look- 
ing calmy on as they delivered a 
statement at the headquarters.. 


calling for the end ot the govern- 
ment he serves. 

"The cooperation has been ex- 
emplary, an example for the rest 
of the country.” 

Mr. Kbumalo agreed. 

But while collaboration may be 
emerging on the ground, many on 
both rides of the old war are slow 
.to be convinced. 
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Summer Nights 

At The Marriott 

As of this and every coming Thursday, 
shop for dinner while seated at Al Mansaf Patio where 
we created a stylish Seafood Market Choose the fish 
of your liking (flown in fresh daily from Bahrain) 
and it will be grilled to your taste. 

Priced to suit your appetite, per kilo (salad bar, soup and desert included). 


AfarrioPP 



Enjoy a casual evening out at the Marriott Garden: Arabic seating, 
hubble-bubble, mezzah, fresh bread and much more 

Bring the whole crowd 

If you're in for some partying, The Survivors Band 
and the new Belly Dancer at AI Bababa Nightclub 
entertain you with the latest Arabic music hits till the early hours. 


AMMAN 

%MiMiMiMiM>.M 


Finn i 


NON-STOP TO 



4 TIMES A WEEK 


Gulf Air oilers nun -stop afternoon 
flights from Amman to Ahu Dhahi, 
Bahrain and Doha 4 times a week. 
Whichever ehssvou travel, vou'll !’\ in 



comfort and style, enioym" uvir 
traditional hospitality. Come fly with 
us and discover the inicrn.ition.it smile 
of the Gulf. 
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Report: Africa poorer despite 


decade of economic reforms 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — 
African incomes shrunk for the 
second year in a row in 1992, the 
African Development Bank 
(ADB) said Wednesday in a 
bleak report that offered no hope 
of speed relief. 

Countries that for more than a 
decade have imposed stringent 
economic reforms -that targeted 
the poorest of the world’s poor 
now are looking for ways to 
relieve their plights, the bank's 
1993 report saidT 

Confronted by economic reces- 
sion, huge debts and slumping 
prices for their commodities, 
most African governments bowed 
to pressures from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund and World 
Bank and imposed punishing re- 
forms in the 1980s. 

But they did it grudgingly. In- 
stead of cutting spending on blo- 
ated bureaucracies or on armies 
chat might turn on them, govern- 
ments hit at those with the least 
power to retaliate. 

“Key social sector services, 
especially to the poor, often 
proved to be the softest targets 
for cuts," bank vice president 


Ferhal Lounes of Algeria told a 
news conference. - 

Tanzania, a country that was 
•deeply committed to providing 
social services, cut expenditure 
on education from 17.3 per cent 
of the budget in 1972 to 7.2 per 
cent in 1985. Primary school en- 
rollment, which had risen to near- 
ly 100 per cent, fell to 66 per cent 
in 1988, the report said. 

Similar erosion, that the report 
warned would dog long-term de- 
velopment, occurred across the 
continent. 

Now, Tanzania is financing 
income-generating projects for 
vulnerable groups. Senegal has a 
retraining programme for work- 
ers laid off when unproductive 
state companies were shut down. 
Madagascar abolished a subsidy 
on rice that devastated the urban 
poor but now provides free rice to 
the destitute. 

In many countries, people re- 
volted against the hardship. Their 
protests grew into demands for 
democracy that have ousted a few 
governments. They also brought 
prolonged unrest and instability 


where military dictators refuse to 
surrender power, as in Zaire and 
Togo. 

Africa's democracy movement 
“is a very positive force" but risks 
being submerged by economic 
difficulties, Mr. Lounes said. 

Population growth of 3.1 per 
cent again outstripped sluggish 
economic gains in 1992. The real 
value of the continent's good and 
services grew by only 1.9 per 
cent, down from 2.6 per cent in 
1991. 

External debt increased by ab- 
out $9 billion to more than $255 
billion. Servicing debts cost Afri- 
cans more than 32 per cent of 


said. 

It also blamed Africa’s “dis- 
appointing performance" on civil 
strife and conflicts, though one 
war-torn nation. Liberia, re- 
ported increased economic 


growth jn 1992. This appeared to 
be becaoa 


because of exports of miner- 
als, diamonds, rubber and timber 
from behind the lines of rebel 
leader Charles Tayior. 

Regional integration was the 
only hope of success for Africa's 
sm a ll and fragile economies in a 
world increasingly being par- 
titioned into trading blocs, the, 
bank said. 


export earning?. 
The 


continent's share of world 
trade decreased, terms of trade 
deteriorated by 4.2 per cent and 
the trade balance recorded a de- 
ficit of S12.4 billion, $8.3 billion 
more than in 1991. 

Food imports accounted for 
much of the rise in imports — due 
to an apocalyptic (brought that 
strectched along the Indian 
Ocean coast from the Cape to 
Cairo and west through Namibia 
into southern Angola, the bank 


That, too, is a long way off. 
Though the continent has plans 
for apan- African economic com- 
munity, most trade now is 
through smuggling. Ivory Coast, 
where the bank has its headquar- 
ters, is part of the 16-nation 
economic community of African 
states that was formed 18 years 
ago when trade between mem- 
bers accounted for four per cent 
of imports and exports. Officials 
trade remains at four per cent 
today. 


Approvals 
for investment 
in Australia 
decline 17 % 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Official 
approvals for investment in Au- 
stralia in fiscal 1991-92 declined 
17 per cent on the previous year 
to 16.7 billion Australian dollars 
(523.8 billion), the Fo reign Invest- 
ment Review Board (FTRB) has 
said. 

The FIRB annual report re- 
vealed the government approved 
2,981 requests in the year to June 
30, 1992, compared with 2,525 
approvals for projects worth 20.2 
billion dollars the previous year. 

It said that of the 16.7 billion 
dollars approved, 13 billion dol- 
lars were for direct acquisitions 
and 3.6 billion dollars went to 
development proposals. 

By sector, the acquisition 
approvals were: Real estate 4.3 
billion dollars, manufacturing 1.6 
billion dollars, mining 2.1 billion 
dollars, non-tourism services 33 
billion dollars, and tourism 800 
million dollars. 

Expected investment fell 25 per 
cent in manufacturing from 3.1 
billion dollars in 1990-91 to 23 
billin dollars, by 59 per cent in 
mining from 5.4 billion dollars to 

2.2 billion dollars, and by 32 per 
cent in tourism from 1.9 billion 
dollars to 1.3 billion dollars. 

But expected investment in ser- 
vices, excluding tourism, in- 
creased by 52 per cent from 2.3 
bOEoa dollars to 3.5 billion dollars. 

Japan accounted for 2.6 billion 
dollars or 15.6 per cent of total 
expected investment, the United 
States 1.9 billion dollars or 11 per 
cent, Britain 1.8 billion dollars or 
10.7 per cent. New Zealand 900 
million dollars or 5.4 per cent, 
Singapore 700 million dollars or 

4.2 per cent, and Hong Kong 600 
million dollars or 3.6 per cent. 


Argentina hopes to create 


one million new jobs by 95 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina bas unveiled an economic 
programme designed to bring in- 
flation down to four per cent and 
create one million jobs by the end 
of President Carlos Menem’s 
term two years from now. 

A populist convert to the free 
market, Mr. Menem took office 
in 1989 with the country gripped 
by hyperinflation. He is due to 
hand over power in July, 1995 
unless he succeeds in reforming a 
constitution that bars him from 
seeking a second consecutive 
term. 

The 1993-1995 programme, ex- 
plained in a three-tome book 
titled “Argentina growing," was 
presented during a news confer- 
ence by Economy Minister 
Domingo Cavallo. 

The programme reiterated 
targets set by Mr. Menem in his 
state of the union message, in- 
cluding wrestling inflation down 
to four per cent from the current 
12 per cent by 1995. 

Mr. Cavailo added that it is 
also aimed at critics who argue 
that the policies of the populist, 
Peronist government are good for 
stabilising the economy but have 
been incapable of generating 
growth. 

“This is the productive revolu- 
tion President Menem promised 
in his election campaign,” an 
impassioned Cavallo said. “This 
is ... a plan for growth." 

Provided his reforms work and 
no major changes occur interna- 
tionally, Mr. Menem expects to 
end his term with a gross domes- 
tic product of S272- billion, up 
from $226 billion in 1992. 

Under Mr. Menem and Mr. 
CavaQo, Argentina has restruc- 
tured its foreign domestic debt, 
privatised money-losing utilities 


and opened its markets to foreign 
competition. 

The 


government has also taken 


steps to reform its tax structure 
ana crack down on a large 


population of tax dodgers. 

Currently, it is trying to over- 
haul its pensions system to estab- 
lish a programme similar to the 
one that allowed Chile to build 
one of the region’s strongest 
capital markets. 

Besides bringing inflation 
down to its lowest levels in nearly 
five decades, the Menem admi- 
nistration wants to add one mil- 
lion new jobs to a work force of 
12 million people. 

“One million new jobs sounds 
a mb i tio ns, but if , despite hyperinf- 
lation, in the first part of Presi- 
dent Menem’s term we created 
over 660,000 jobs, we believe this 
new target is within our possibili- 
ties,” Mr. Cavallo said. 

Argentina’s inflation is now 
around 12 per cent, with a 
tendency to decrease. Unemploy- 
ment stands at seven per cent. 

The government will now con- 
centrate on boosting domestic 
savings and cutting production 
costs, Mr. Cavallo said. 

As Mr. Menem had 
announced, Argentina will scrap 
all import duties on capital goods, 
hardware and equipment used to 
upgrade industrial plant and 
machinery. 

“This is unprecedented in our 
history,” Mr. Cavallo said. This 
means farmers and businessmen 
will be able to buy the highest 
quality and lowest priced technol- 
ogy available, towering prodno- 
tion costs and modernising their 
operations.” 


The government also intends to 
make Argentina less dependent 
on capital inflows. For the past 
two years, it attracted enough 
capital to bridge current-account 
shortfalls and boost investment. 

Mr. CavaHo’s projections fore- 
cast persistent albeit falling cur- 
rent account deficits ntu 1999. 
The minister, however, said he 
did not view this as a negative 
sign. 

“This is a token of foreigners* 
confidence in Argentina, we will 
have current deficits and trade 
balance deficits as long as we 
continue using external savings to 
finance investments,” he added. 


Premier saysRussia should 


produce more, import less 


MOSCOW (R)— Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin said Tues- 
day that Russia should import 
less foreign technology and con- 
centrate on producing more of its 
own. 

RIA news agency quoted him 
as saying during a visit to Russia’s 
north Caucasus region that Rus- 
sian companies were capable of 
producing many types of goods 
and equipment that were now 
being bought abroad. 

“If we don’t set up a barrier to 
technology purchases .from 
abroad, we win never survive,*' 
he was reported as saying. It was 
not immediately dear if be was 
recommending tariff barriers on 
an outright ban. 

Agencies quoted Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdm as saying Russia was 
not a “beggar" and should resist 
attempts to reduce it to a mere 
exporter of raw materials. 

“People want to make us a 
country export i ng raw materials 
bat not producing or processing 



goods,” Interfax quoted him as 
saying. 

“Reform won’t work unless we 
start producing. Not even the 
harshest monetary and credit 
will stop inflation unless 
the market with goods,” he 
emphasised. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, a technoc- 
rat with many years of experience 
in die energy sector, has attached 
high priority to reviving Russia's 
aiUng industries since he replaced 
the more radical Yegor Gaidar as 
prime minister last December. 

Interfax said Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin insisted: “Russia is a great 
country which has everything it 
needs. We need to produce more 
ourselves.” 

The agencies said the prime 
minister added that conversion of 
the old military-industrial com-, 
plex meant that Russian com- 
panies could now make food- 
processing equipment to the best 
international standards. 

I'm fed up of talk about 
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Qatar studies plans 


for $3. 5b gas pipeline 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar is studying 
a plan for a $33 billion underwa- 
ter pipeline to Pakistan to export 
two button cubic feet of natural 
gas a day from the emirate's hi 
offshore reserves, industry 
dais have said. 


in- 




Tbc 1,600-kftotnetre 
project, led by Shaijal 
Crescent Petroleum Company In- 
ternational, coukl be operational 
by 1998, once financial and com- 
mercial backing for the pipeline is 
secured. Crescent officials said. 


ag e n cies and other financial 
stitntions, with suitable backing 
guarantees from the World 
Bank,” Crescent President 
Christoph Bettermann told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

He said so for one major bank, 
as well as engineering and gas 
firms, had expressed interest in 


co-sponsoring the project. 
Qatar’s Oil 


The pipeline could also help 
supply the gas needs of northern 
UAE emirates and may be also 
be used to cany exports of Ira- 
nian gas to India, they said. 

“The project will be backed by 
international banks, government 


Minister Abdullah 
Bin Hamad A1 Attiyah was 
quoted by UAE daily AI Khaleej 
last monty as saying the pipeline 
featured prominently among 
Qatar's other gas plans, which 
involve liquefying gas and trans- 
porting it by tankers. 

“Crescent, leading an interna- 
tional consortium, Wfll build, own 
and operate the gas transmission 
system," Mr. Bettermann said. 
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Td never sneak around with other 
women. I'd miss my programs!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAIIE 
m by Henri Arnold 


Unscrambta'ttwse lour Jumbles, 

one tefcr (o each square, to form 

tour ordinary words. 
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Don’t target 
the Ketchup 


SOMEONE WHO RAJPd 
“THE REFRIGERATOR 
FOR A MPWkStfT 
SNACK. 



LAMORF 


L 


■ 

mm 


Now arrange the drcted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above moon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ERASE TUUP TORRID QUIVER 

Answer What the prison doogw created — 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 13. 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll *<ghier Found*™ 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sit 




back and analyse whatever arise* 
today that is unexpected and think 
things over before committing your 
resources and yourself io any one 
plan that isn't entirely under your 
control. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) 

Despite the negative suggestions oi 

an acquaintance you would be w»e 
to pursue your biggest plans since 
you have a real chance to make 
them a success. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some very astute aware- 
ness just what io do to aid condi- 
tions at your residence eventhough 
it will cost more that you want to 
spend. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
should not allow a tense situation 
the outside world to interfere 


extend vour hie u» new 
and avoid a hi gw«g looking for a 
whipping boy. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Steer dear of that utge Uvfb 
off on some tangent and g(L 

together with a m.ingnanimw»% 
minded friend who help* you to 
most every way. 

SCORPIO: l October 23 to Novem. 
her 21) Get mu» whatever official 
or public duties require your »it*n- 
lion ami don E lei j fnwc through 
you off the tract by much con verna- 
tion. 

SAGITTARIUS: {November 22 tu 
December 21) Be off and uwuy U» 
whatever advanced conditions ore 
at your fingertip* and make head- 
way instead or remaining *o lied up 
in home condition* 


in 


with performing usual routines of 
importance with your colleagues. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A secret worry can preoc- 
cupy your time ir you allow it but 
instead focus your attention upon 
more practical matters and they 
work out well. 


LEO: (July 22 August 21) Look 
into the various personal wishes 
that mean the most to you and 
steer clear of one who is trying to 


get you to do something you do not 
wish to 


to do. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about the various private 
ambitions that most activate you io 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider well what 
you can do to get ymir practical 
affair on a more solid and secure 
structure and don't let dull chdre* 
keep you from such. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You want to have a good 
time but instead a power associate y 
is ready and willing to enter into a 
serious discussion of importance to 
you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
21)) Your ideas are not all good 
today and you would be wise hi 
listen closely in what those who 
work side-hy-sidc with you huve to 
suggest. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 14, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson . Astrologer. Carroll Righler Foundation - 

which you are tending your efforts 
but you need to get the standpoint 
of an associate who sees things in a 
new light. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Gamering the data you need will 
better equip you to meet demands 
that may soon be made upon you 
in connection with some new pro- 
ject that has captured your atten- 
tion. Count the cost well up front. 


ARIES: March 21 to April 19) A 
new inspiration comes to yuu 
oo bo* you' can best project your- 
self on a lofty plane and then 
reduce such a course to a workable 
success, tonight protect your 
health. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do 
somethinig special to please your 
family and then get into whatever 
your communications are of u prac- 
tical nature requiring your atten- 
tion. 


GEMINI: (May 21 tu June 21) You 
have all kinds of good ideas how to 
get messages across to those look- 
ing to you for advice but where not 
equipped you can quickly find 
data. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have an excellent idea 
where your financial affairs are 
concerned which can be improved 
by discussions with a confidante 
and bigwig. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) You own 
personal progress now can be bet- 
ter arranged if you ure more down 
to earth and less visionary in gping 
after the things you want most. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have an intimate goal for 


22) Think about what a generous 
friend cun do for you and then seek 
out ways that you cun show your 
appreciation in some material 
manner and please that person. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 2 1 ) The outside world is your 
oyster today if you make a point to 
get tugethcr with a prominent per- 
son at a charming spot and state 
your wishes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 jM 
December 21 ) You have all sorts of 
new ways to get things :ts you wish 
but its also imperative that you 
help your family with some duties 
to be performed. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 u> 
January 20) Doing what your mate 
wishes cheerfully can bring more 
happiness to you both while Uicr 
you can get off with a congenial 
companion to a fine location. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 1U) Make a move so a powerful 
person knows you want that person 
in your life more and then discuss 
and make arrangements with your 
family of a money nurure. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think in terms of more opera- 
tive skill at your talent and put in 
motion right away before going off 
to see- and get better acquainted 
with un influential person. 


THE Daily Crossword ■» 


Robert D. Wilder 


ACROSS 
1 Plant 

5 Moroccan aty . 
10 Construct 
14 Russian sea 
is Cause 
wonderment 

16 New Haven lads 

17 Kind of bean 
i6 Stup*d ore 

19 Parcels of land 

20 Predatory on me 
Riviera? 

23 ‘■■ua — cror 

24 Ship's direction 
gear abbr. 

25 Thatcher's TV 
28 Owed 

30 Designate 
33 Certain bank 
eccta 
35 Signs 
37 Sister. Fr. 

39 in a flashy. 
Texas way** 

42 Squelch 

43 Siion Jacks: 

44 French town 

45 Sweet dnnk 
47 Vitamm bottle 

letters 

49 Superlative 
suffix 

50 Knowledge 

51 labor union 
letters 

53 Egyptian 
therapists? 

60 —mthfi 

U.S-A." 

61 Goto «rfnd 

62 Space 

64 Pealed 

65 Mysterious 

66 — Copparheta 

67 Malt drinks 
66 Torrent 

69 Primer’s mark 



Mslu m 
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DOWN 

1 Snakespeare's 
Pnnce — 

2 Clapton 

3 Hindu hero 

4 Mont- 

5 Cheese-egg 
offering 


6 OT. prophet 

7 Italian dty 

8 Stock Sea pon 

9 Pavarotti and 
Dommgo 

10 Tuneful 

11 Baseball's 
brother trio 

12 Sets of items 

13 Curve 

21 Bend me head 

22 - -Japanese 
War 

25 Slant * 

26 Bear 

27 Social status 

29 Come «n 

30 John Jacob 

31 ”Baau — " 

32 Makes invalid 
34 Hose 

36 Krery — ’ 

38 Indian peasant 

40 Between prat. 

41 One initiated 

46 Battery 
terminals 
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48 Total aoftr 

52 Gu&rrei 

53 Anthracite 

^4 Eng cornpqsof 

55 Kma ol schoc* 

56 avis 


57 Thiotv 
5Q Euhu - 

59 Painful 

60 Qikim 
item 

63 Wotcon 
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AMMAN nimVGZAL M2UUCBZ 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - BHHEZ8ANT 
TELEPHONE: 460170 / 663170 

ORCMIUD HVtMST SHARI PRICE LIST rah HEOENfiMT 12/05/1913 

4 

COMPANY’ fi PAflS TRADED ffiEV, OPENING CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE HUGE 
JO PRICK 

jiAab Dank 

314,700 

240.000 

140.290 

147.000 

JORDAN RATIONAL BANK 

65,413 

5-190 

5.150 

5.150 

KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK* 

394, 33d 

2.150 

2.260 

2-260 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

119,351 

3.970 

3.990 

4.060 

TEE HOUSING BANK 

43,639 

3.880 

3.900 

3.940 

JORDAN KUWAIT Mfffc 

259,108 

2.520 

3.520 

3.650 

Jordan islahxc bane 

18,904 

4.450 

4.500 

4.400 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING A INVESTMENT 

4,080 

4.100 

4.080 

4.080 

BUSINESS BANE 

5» 723 

3.270 

3.270 

3.270 

JORDAN INVESTMENT S FINANCE BANE 

3.965 

6.100 

6.100 

6.100 

AMMAN BANE ft* INVESTMENT 

70,723 

1.640 

1-630 

1.63D 

ARAN BJUfKZMG CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

16.947 

3.650 

3.650 

3.830 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT QAfOL. 

759,316 

2.480 

2,520 

2.600 

ARABIAN SEA E INSURANCE 

2,470 

2.630 

2.67Q 

2.670 

GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 

676 

3.3BO 

3-360 

3.380 

JORDAN FROTH INSURANCE 

38.249 

3.910 

3.890 

3.880 

ARAB LCfZ 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

37.360 

. 2.93D 

2.930 

2.940 

ARAB ONION INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

16,846 

3.060 

3.000 

3.000 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

89, 745 

1.880 

1*670 

1.870 

JRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

1.300 

1.200 

1.300 

1-200 

arab international hotels 

IB, 993 

6.1QO 

6.000 

5.900 

! JORDAN TOURISM 6 SPA COMPLEX 

26.533 

0.650 

0.650 

0.620 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

147,403 

4.060 

4.07D 

4.100 

HEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

24,390 

1.790 

1.780 

1.780 

JORDAN CULT PJEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

H*. 354 

0.940 

0.970 

0.960 

PETRA ENTRPR1SES & EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

46.010 

1. 2BO 

1.270 

1.280 

| JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

9,390 

1.83Q 

1.810 

1.900 

HAGH IRAKI EQUIP. RENTING 6 MAINTENANCE 

1.330 

1.330 

1.330 

1.330 

□UltftD MIDDLE EAST 4 OQMtQDOAE HOTELS 

11,946 

2.160 

2.170 

2.160 

JORDAN TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

6.343 

27.790 

27.000 

27.000 

ATTAMOEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

1,945 

1.900 

1.850 

1.900 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

219,456 

2. 280 

2.260 

3.220 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIKES 

303,611 

4-400 

4.40G 

4.380 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 

9,304 

10.580 

10.600 

10.560 

JORDAN TANNING 

8,470 

6.000 

7-70Q 

a. ooo 

HOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

22,782 

2.970 

3. OCX) 

3.090 

THE INDUSTRIAL COtWENClAL £ AGRICULTURAL 

126.057 

7.150 

7.150 

7.210 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

32,195 

9.450 

9.600 

9.7CX) 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

127,069 

6.750 

6. BOD 

6.780 

JORDAN CZRAMZC INDUSTRIES 

20,211 

7.000 

6.95D 

7.010 > 

JORDAN DAIRY 

1,730 

2.320 

2-300 

2.320 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

4.673 

3.650 

3.660 

3.660 

JORDAN PAPER A CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

7,066 

4. ISO 

4.050 

4.050 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

1,395 

3.160 

3.100 

3.100 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

116,960 

22-910 

22-500 

33.400 

SPINNING A WEAVING 

41.927 

3.220 

3.220 

3.180 

PAFIA INDUSTRIES 

2, DM 

3.300 

3.200 

3.200 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

26,167 

0.7JO 

0.700 

0.700 


406.223 

15-300 

15.250 

15.250 

ARAB INVESTMENT A I NBRNAT 1 ORAL TRADE 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 

222,870 

3,728 

1-420 

3.350 

1.450 

3.400 

3.430 

3-370 

ARAB FAPEN CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

4,305 

2.140 

2.190 

2.120 1 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

1,263 

0.550 

0.5J0 

0.530 

NATIONAL STEEL INDDSTPF 

48,188 

5-690 

5.670 

6. BAG 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

24,283 

0.960 

0.950 

0-940 | 

INTERMEDIATE PffTRO- CHEN I CAL INDUSTRIES 

75.474 

4.210 

4.200 

4.200 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

123,748 

6.320 

6.400 

6.350 - 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

21,638 

3.860 

2.880 

2.930 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

313,045 

9.760 

9.750 

9.760 

ALADDIN UNXISTRIES 

2,250 

4.500 

4.500 

4.500 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fr NATOf/JJKCD 

21. 075 

1-260 

1.2B0 

1.210 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

14.409 

0.610 

O.blO 

0.610 

JORDAN WOOD IN0DSTRIE5 / JWIOQ 

410 

4.10D 

4.100 

4.100 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MAHimCTURlNG 

690,658 

12.500 

12.400 

12.400 

JORDAN SmJPtKr-OEEMZCALS 

17, 19S 

4.550 

4.500 

4.570 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARR. L CHEMICALS 

127,142 

4.260 

4.330 

4.250 

JORDAN KUWAIT CD. FOR ACPI ■ 4 POOD PROD. 

80,501 

2.030 

2-040 

3.020 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

250,030 

5.370 

5.360 

5.380 | 

GRAND TOTAL 

6, 2S4.224 
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VJS. Dollar In International Markets 



Currency 

Nrw Vii* t 
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7 ukifir 
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Sterling Pound 0 

r.'-no 

1.5405 

Deutsche Mark 

l.t>0 S5 

l.t>0&4 

Swiss Franc ' 

I.45&0 

I.45V0 

French Franc 


5.4455 •• 

Japanese Yen 

m .40 
■ 

III.7& 

European Curreny Unit 

1 .2153 ■ 

1.2100 *• 
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European Oprnlns ^ I M km. GMT 


Eurocurrency in te rest Rates Date: f?/ 5 //y 9 ;J 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MT1I5 

6 MTIIS 

12 MTIIS 

U.S. Dollar 

i.06 

3.06 

j.rr 

3.37 

Sterling Pound 

5.75 

■ 5.7.5.. 

. 5.4*. 

. 6.00 

Deutsche Mark 

7.56 

7.37 

7.06 

o . 56 

Swiss Franc 

5.00 

4.14 

4.6S 

4.36 

French Franc 

7.S7 

7.56 

7.25 

6.75 

Japanese Yen 

3.2 J 

3. Cl 

3.25 

3.26 

European Currency Unit 

i.ll 

7.47 

, 7.64 

7.37 


Interbank Ud rate for lo w n li e*ccetttoi U-S- Man 1.000,000 or eqoiwalcffl. 

i i 


Pndou Motels 


IZ/S//WJ 


Metal 

USD/Ox 

JU/Gm* 

Metal 

usn/o* 

JU/Gm 

Gold 

355.70 

6.75 

Sitver 

4.72 

.015 


* 3ft Kami 


Control Bonk of Jordon Endlong* Roto Bulletin 


Data: r'/ 5/ 1993 


Currency 

Bid 

OITer 

ILS. Dnllnr 

0.6470 

0.6490 

Slrrling Pound 

/ .056V 

1.062! 

Ifenttchc Mark 

0.4764 

0.47 45 

Suits Franc | 

0.4616 

0.4719 

French Franc 1 

0.1265 

(7. /; # 7 f 

Japanese Vcn A 

17.6/4/ 

0.6/7." 

Dutch Guilder 

0.J&01 

0. :i!0 

Swedish Krnna 


o.O'tyv 

-'alian Lira* 

0.0460 

0.0462 

Belgian Franc 

0.07074 

0. 02014- 
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CAB Indicts for Ammon Financial Market 6 


Index 

/0/5/J99JCJo« 

II. '5/1993 Close 

AU-Share 

201.14 

!0l.4k 

Banking Sector 

131. 14 

131 . 60 

Insurance Sector 1 

211.27 

2H.19 

Industry Sector 

1 2S6.J3 

U6.7S 

Service* Sector 

27 3.43 

276.31 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 

day. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.2770/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.6115/25 

Deutschemarks 

1.8090/100 

Dutch guilders 

1.4633/43 

Swiss francs 

33.14/16 

Belgian francs 

5.4380/430 

French francs 

1482/1485 

Italian lire 

111.85/90 

Japanese yen 

7.4280/380 

Swedish crowns 

6.8260/360 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2170/270 

Danish crowns 

One sterling $1.5370/80 


One ounce of gold $355.95/356.45 



Turkmenistan hires 
Haig to attract U.S. 
businesses 


WASHINGTON (A?) — Turk- 
menistan, one of the least known 
and most remote of the former 
Soviet republics, has faired former 
secretary of state Alexander Haig 
to help it attract U.S. business. 

Mr. Haig and Virginia 
businessman Michael Ansari are 
partneis in a venture that will net 
them a percentage of deals struck 
by U.S. firms there. The Central 
Asian nation is rich in natural gas 
and oil and was a major exporter 
of cotton when it was pah of the 
Soviet Union. 

Turkmenistan President Sapar- 
murad Niyazov j$ eager to attract 
Western investment and is ready 
to offer capitalist incentives such 
as tax breaks and favourable 
arrangements for repatriation of 
profits. 

But Mr. Niyazov is firmly 
opposed to political reform in the 
country of 3.5 million which has 
long borders with Iran, Afghanis- 
tan and Uzbekistan. The former 
head of the republic's Communist 
Party permits no political opposi- 
tion or free press. 

Mr. Haig described his rela- 
tionship with the Turkmen gov- 


ernment as “a joint venture, a 
partnership. ... we signed a num- 
ber of contracts with the govern- 
ment in a number of areas that 
will be fairly broad and fairly 
substantial.’* 

Mr. Ansari said that U.S. firms' 
who want to do business in Turk- 
menistan “will be doing the busi- 
ness through us and with us. ... 
The government has created an 
entity that requires oar participa- 
tion with their participation. So 
whoever goes to the government 
will automatically be talking to 
us.” 

Asked if that meant he and Mr. 
Haig were the exclusive agents 
for Turkmenistan, Mr. Ansari 
replied, **I don't know whether 

Td want to use agent probably 

more like a conduit.” 

Mr. Haig and Mr. Ansari spon- 
sored a visit to the United States 
by Mr. Niyazov in March during 
which the Turkmen president 
signed a trade agreement. He' 
also met with administration offi- 
cials and members of Congress 
and received a decidedly mixed 
reception. 

Senator Dennis Deconcini, 



Alexander Haig 


who questioned the Turkmen 
leader about human rights during 
the visit, said he was sceptical 
about Mr. Niyazi’s commitment 
to democracy and free market 
reform. 

■ “What he's committed to is 
probably making an agreement 
with some big oil company and 
keeping the population repres- 
sed. The government being the 
recipient of the oil moneys and 
letting the government decide 
what's good,” Mr. Deconcini 
said. 

Mr. Haig paints a quite diffe- 
rent picture. 

“I would characterise him as a 
fellow who has been part of the 
old regime, but who is the incum- 
bent through an .electoral pro- 
cess. He's an elected president,” 
said Mr. Haig who was secretary 
of state under president Ronald 
Reagan. 

Mr. Niyazov was elected presi- 
dent in 1990, receiving 99.5 per 
-cent of the vote. 

Mr. Haig conceded Mr. 
Niyazov had no opponent, but 
added that his vote represented 
“a fairly substantia] endorse- 
ment. I think the important fact is 
this fellow is moving into a mar- 
ket economy. He has firmly com- 
mitted himself to that and is 
introducing reforms designed to 
bring that about.” 


Welcome to the 

* * BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR % * 

Ur 20% discount to all diplomatic missions 

SPECIAL PRICES win bs o^fs^sc or 3 vsry snd 
unique handcrafts bedouin and onentai -rugs.-. Carpets: 
brass, copper, ‘siiver jewe^ery.- embroidery and all kinds of 
g -fts anc souvenirs: CarGs are. welcome. 

LOCATED ne xt ■ to f We ' A m'e r c a " $ c n o o ' A o y s : A j : cm obi i e 
Club-Street, near' Chid; House Aesm- om' 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Hong Kong 
stocks 
punch 
through 
7,000 mark 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Opti- 
mistic investors, sensing a thaw in 
Sino-British relations, scrambled 
for blue chips on the Hong Kong 
stock exchange Wednesday, 
sending the Hang Seng Index 
over the 7,000 mark for the first 
time in history. 

The bellwether index zoomed 
160.63 or 2.30 per cent to finish 
tiie day at a record' 7,002.60, after 
setting an unprecedented intra- 
day high of 7,015.00 late in the 
afternoon session. 

Turnover was a heavy 5.63 
billion dollars ($724.45 mi Dion), 
up from Wednesday’s 4.2 billion 
dollars. Small investors jostled 
with institutions to place buy 
orders, brokers said. 

Stoking the buying spree was 
Tuesday's agreement by the Sino- 
British Land Commission of a 
land disposal programme for fis- 
cal 1993-94, signalling an casing 
of relations between Beijing and 
London over Hong Kong’s fu- 
ture. 

“It suggested to us that both 
China and Britain are prepared to 
separate political issues from eco- 
nomic ones,” Alex Tang of Dao 
Heng Securities said. Hong Kong 
reverts to China in 1997. 

"One of the golden rules of 
Investment is the less uncertainty 
the better,” added a broker at a 
large British securities house, re- 
questing anonymity 

“No one expected the land 
commission to reach agreement 
so quickly. That helped clear a 
major uncertainty from the mar- 
ket,” he said. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




P.O.BOX 78 06 

AMMAN 


G 
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| CROWN INTL EST. g 

i Packing, shipping g 
J Forwarding, storage j 

I worldwide Removals m 

ffl Air Qoa anrl I anrl 1§ 



JORDAN 

MARKET PUCE 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 




VJ Italian Resiuurant 
Every Friday £ Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 


Adilts J.D. 7 M 9 CMdrea 4.000 

Abdoun / New Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
BuMlng . 2 nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 
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Times 

Call tel: 
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667171 ext 223 


STUMO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service* 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free eolarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 




AVIS 


We try harder. 



8 699-420 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 


specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 



p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 



Hk ff 



t 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant' 




120 


Authentic 
Chinese dishes. 


from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 

Prepared by ovr 


Open daily (or 
lunch & dinner 


Take my services 

Jabal At Hussein 
Mkmtry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

TeL 03804 



Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open 12:30-3:30 A SM-1IL30 daily 

Take away is avaflabie 

Wadi Saqra Rood 
near Philadelphia Hold 

TeL 661922, Amman 


Cnee Tested 
Always Loved 



A Restaurant ^Hth 

An Artistic Ambiance 



The Inn Place to he.. 




Seventh Circle 
Opposite Ramada Hotel 
TeL 825423 



Restaurant 
& TapasBar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Qpen Lnncb& Dinner 

Jebel Amman - 3rd CSrela 
Hu Ttnem nlii in TW HlTOTfin 1 


S. Arabia revives 
underground oil 

storage plan 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
started work on a massive under- 
ground petroleum products stor- 
age network at a cost of up to S6 
button to serve as a. strategic war 
reserve, oil industry sources said 
Wednesday. 

The sources said tanks were 
being built by a Swedish firm, 
ABV Rock Group. Sited close to 
major military facilities, they will 
hold oil products to power fighter 
jets, battle tanks and other milit- 
ary machinery and will be linked 
by pipeline. 

The project has been on the 
drawing board for many vests aid 
the contract was awarded to the 
Swedish group in the late 1980s 
■ but was suspended when the Gulf 
crisis emptied in 1990. 

Saudi Arabi an interests were 
reported to have bought the ABV 
Rock Group for about S30 mil- 
lion in 1988 when it was put in 
charge of the project on behalf of 
the defence ministry. But this 
could not be confirmed in either 
Saudi Arabia or Sweden. 

The sources said the Gulf crisis 
and subsequent war with Iraq had 
reinforced the need for a strategic 
military reserve. 

Over 700,000 mainly U.S. 
troops, more than 3,000 tanks 
and armoured carries and 3,500 
warplanes and helicopters were 
based in Saudi Arabia and had to 
be- supplied and maintained. 

The network was originally 
conceived for commercial pur- 
poses, to allow the kingdom to 
store oil produced at times of glut 
and sell it when there were world 
shortages. 

But the storage tanks, now 


planned to be built below ground 
and heavily defended, became 
strictly military and shrouded in 
secrecy. Oil officials deny any 
knowledge of that plan. 

Details are sketchy apart from 
the fact that the Swedish com- 
pany has started building the 
tanks. 

The sources said the project 
could cost $4 to $6 billion, de- 
pending on the size and number 
of sites to store up to 30 million 
barrels of products. 

“If they are going for the whole 
30 million barrels then it could 
cost $6 bill ion,” said one source. 

He said Riyadh had already set 
aside income from the sale of 

200.000 barrels of its eight million 
barrel daily production to finance 
the project, providing more than 
S3 million per day. 

e 

“This commitment is open- 
ended and will last for the' dura- 
tion of the project,” he said. 

The sources said the plan did 
not command universal accept- 
ance among senior Saudis, with 
critics arguing that the U.S.-led 
military alliance which defeated 
Iraq in 1991 used only a third of 
30 million barrels earmarked for 
the campaign. 

**A new scenario involving 
thousands of warplanes ana 

700.000 troops on Saudi soil again 
is not foreseen and opponents 
argue a smaller storage capacity 
would be more reasonable,” one 
source said. . 

“They will build some storage 
facilities and assess the need for 
the total 30 million barrels as they 
go along," said another. 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 



OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Hishaih International Tours 

“THE RELAJABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
it Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya .$ 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

. * All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 



mane sense tor leisure & business travellers 
TeL: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 




in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


I 

FORTE 

GRAND 

AMMW 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 

An exquisite new menu at spcuul pncu\ 

Rv your reservation pku.su call 
67-illl Exi 6.1.18 nr 67-S2«5. 



Cfttm ■ 
Town 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Note 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659 519 659520 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room~l 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAIfOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 688193 T| 
'P.O.Box 9403 • Fax 602434 . f 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen , 
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TIMES, THERSDAY-ERtPAY, 


■' J .yeen forgsts 
:^ecs, 

"sves joSs to husband 

j-ONDON (AP) — Queen Eii- 
•l-ibeih II gave one of the briefest 
redresses o? her reign, after fail- 
: .'.g victim to a very common 
rrobiem. Arriving at the Com- 
,:OEwea!ti’. Institute fcr its 
r^iitenary celebration, the 67- 
■jar-old monarch was seen ram- 
v.aging through her black patent’ 1 
leather purse, thet handing her 
.axt to her husband. Prince ?hi- 
::*3. "I ecu going to ask my hus- 
band to read ray speech for me.” 
.'.te told the crowd’, and sal down. 
Jam afraid the queen forgot to 
■ring her glasses,'' Prince Philip 
:r. plained. An old hand at 
;reech-giving himself, he deli- 
cred the seven-page address 
ith hardly a hesitation. The 
royal couple were marking the 
nni versa ry of the institute, 

. ■nidi was opened by Queen Vic- 
una as the Imperial Institute 100 
years ago. 

" Vernas donates 

§?0&F3S 'lO'&Tl 

TOKYO (R) — An S6-year-oid 
Japanese woman has donated a 
-:ece of the world's most expen- 
se real estate to her home town, 
a spokeswoman for the town 
office said. The property, worth 
.'bout 900 million yen (SS.l mil- 
lion), comprises a 50-square- 
metre (540-square-foot) patch of 
land and the two-storey wooden 
building on it. It is located in 
Ginza, the central Tokyo district 
that contains many cf Japan's 
most expensive department 
stores and office buildings. Tsur- 
■•-■e Incise saic she hoped her 
Itome town of Shiojirij in the 
mountains of Nagano prefecture, 
v ould use the property for wel- 
fare. She runs ah elite bar cn the 
/te, which she said she would 
rentinue to do until her death. 

gets 

•sp eopjntr^ 7 award 

UNIVERSAL CITY, California 
‘ AP) — Singer Garth Srccks 
■’’on his third straight entertainer 
of the year award, and the duo 
Brooks and Dunn earned three 
'rapines at the Academy c f 
Country Music Awards. *Td real- 
■y tike to thank you ail out there. 
Cod bless you,” Garth Brooks 
in accepting his ninth 
Academy Trophy in three years. 
Brooks and Dunn won * Best 
.-Jbum for Brand New Man. top 
;ing!e recorder their honky-tonk 
Jance tune Boot Scoorin 3cogie 
?.nd Best Vocal Duet. Crooner 
Vince Gill won two awards, his 
first since being named Top New 
Male Vocalist in 1985. He was 
named Top Male Vocalist and. 
■^n the Top Song Award for I 
Still Believe In You. Mary-Cha- 
pin Carpenter, led by the success 
of her ribald smash I Feel Lucky, 
vron the female vocalist Sophy. 
Tracy Lawrence was named Best 
New Male Vocalist for his album 
r.d hit singie, Alibis. Michelle 
’/right, best known for her hit 
: uke It Like A Man, was named 
Top New Female Vocalist. The 
'.^-driving band Diamond Rio 
:eat cut Al.tbsoz to vrin their 
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Airport workers load pallets carrying U.S. donated shipments, Down in by U.S. Air Force jets, for the 
U.N. troops in Cambodia (AFP photo) 

U.N. beefs up Cambodia protection 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The 
United Nations beefed up its 
security measures Wednesday 
ahead of the violence expected to 
accompany elections 11 days 
away, flying in thousands of U.S.- 
donated flak jackets, helmets and 
emergency flares for U.N. per- 
sonnel under fire in the Cambo- 
dian countryside. 

“All I can say is, it’s better to 
be safe than sorry,” said U.S. 
envoy Charles Twining who was 
on hand as a C-141 transport 
plane landed at Pochentong 'Air- 
port, delivering the first load of 
6,500 flak jackets. 10,000 hel- 
mets, flares and first aid supplies. 

“I think it's important for all of 
us in the world to do what we can 
to make sure this election is a 
success," he said. 

The equipment will be distri- 
buted to U.N. personnel, includ- 
ing electoral workers, stationed 
in dangerous remote areas of 
Cambodia where thev risk be- 

m 

coming casualties in what appears 
to have become a Khmer Rouge 
campaign to disrupt the elections. 

Another U.N. civilian police- 
man. this time from India, was 
injured Tuesday when two un- 
identified assailants riding a 
motorcycle threw hand grenades 
at his car driving on Route 69 
north cf Sisophon. near the Thai 
border in northwest Cambodia, 
U.N. spokesman Eric Fait said. 

The grenade exploded a few 


metres away from the car, 
damaging it and lightly injuring 
the Indian inside, Mr. Fait said. 
The situation in the rest of the 
country overnight was relatively 
quiet, he said, following fighting 
in three provinces over the 
weekend that left one Pakistani 
peacekeeper injured. 

At least 10 deaths of U.N. 
personnel so far are attributed to 
the Khmer Rouge. Another 62 
Cambodian civilians were killed 
and 137 injured at the hands of 
the Khmer Rouge hi April alone, 
according to UNTAC figures. 

The flak jackets and helmets 
will be distributed in what the 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC) called the 
“most security sensitive areas" of 
the country. Their most likely 
destinations will be the troubled 
provinces of Siem Reap and Ban- 
teay Meancbey in the northwest, 
Kompong Cham and Kompong 
Thom in central and Kompong 
Kompong Speu in the south. 1 

Cambodian Foreign Minister 
Hor Namhong said Wednesday if 
the Phnom Penh government 
wins elections later this month, it 
will resume its fight against the 
Khmer Rouge to end the parti- 
tion of Cambodia. 

“We are prepared for combat 
because the partition of Cambo- 
dia by the Khmer Rouge leaves 
us no other choice,” the Phnom 
Penh government foreign minis- 


ter said in an interview. 

“Cambodia will never accept 
this partition,” he said. 

The Khmer Rouge, now the 
sole armed group opposed to die 
Phnom Penh government, con- 
trols lam areas in the north and 
west of Cambodia along the fron- 
tier with Thailand. 

Since the Maoist guerrillas pul- 
led out of the U.N. peace process 
last June, UNTAC has been un- 
able to enter these areas, which 
have a low population but large 
forests and reserves of gems. 

Mr. Hor Namhong said that if 
Thailand “remains neutral" and 
closes its frontier then “the 
Khmer Rouge will not survive 
long militarily. ’’ 

Meanwhile, dismissing mount- 
ing calls to poll out from Cambo- 
dia, Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa vowed Wednesday to 
keep Japanese peacekee p e r s in 
the country despite a rising num- 
ber of attacks by Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas. 

In a televised news conference, 
Mr. Miyazawa also pledged to 
provide another one million dol- 
lars to the UNTAC to improve 
transportation. 

“I think we should stick to the 
end to our target of holding elec- 
tions that reflect the will of the 
majority of Cambodians through 
participation in UNTAC opera- 
tions,” he said, referring to the 
May 23-27 poll. 


| British home secretary dismisses 
I royal bugging claim as ‘nonsense’ 


: econo consecutive Top Group 
.-.ward. 

wostsuer’s frsan® 

■ r.an cdt2s:s@& 

GLENDALE, California (A?) 
— Kevin Costner's mane man is 
tracing for more criticism after 
giving the close-cropped actor's 
heir an ever, shorter cut for the 
Christmas season movie A Per- 
fect World. Frank Ramos has 
?sen Costner's personal hairdres- 
%r for five years. But since the 
release of Costner’s movie The 
Bodyguard, Ramos has been ridi- 
culed for the star's coiffure. “It's 
funny how :n Aliens a woman can 
shave her head bald and the 
critics don’t mention it, but Kevin 
gets a short haircut and they go 
after him." Ramos said. In his 
review of The Bodyguard for the 
Los Angeles Times last Novem- 
ber, Peter Rainer said the moral 
of the movie should be: “Never 
ae: a reallv bad haircut." 


LONDON (AFP) — Claims that 
British intelligence bugged an 
argument between the Prince and 
Princess of Wales over custody of 
their children were dismissed as 
“nonsense" Wednesday by Home 
Secretary Kenneth Clarke. 

The tabloid newspaper The 
Sun claimed the agency MI5 
taped the conversation in the 
privacy of the royal couple's 
countiy home High grove last 
November, a month before their 

leea! ser-aration. 

. 

ir.e Sun's transcript of the 
alleged conversation reveals no- 
thing extraordinary, a banal 
litany of jibes and sarcasm be- 
tween an unhappy couple in the 
throes of breaking up. 

More significant was the re- 
newed charge that government 
intelligence services were in the 
business of bugging the royal 
family’s private telephones and 
now, allegedly, their private, liv- 
ing quarters. 

MI5 had previously been impli- 
cated in the taping of intimate 
telephone conversations between 
the prince and princess and their 
respective friends. Bnt the agency 
always denied the charges and no 
hard proof was ever presented. 


“There is not a shred of evi- 
dence to' show it is MI5,” Mr. 
Clarke said. “It is all nonsense. If 
it were to be true I would be 
absolutely astonished...” 

But it was Prime Minister John 
Major, as titular bead of Britain’s 
security services, who was ex- 
pected to face a barrage of ques- 
tions in the House of Commons 
over the new charges. 

There were already demands 
for a top-level public inquiry. 

Labour MPs, terming the claim 
an “outrage,” were stressing it 
“immeasurably" strengthens the 
case for- putting the secret ser- 
vices under the control and sur- 
veillance of a House of Commons 
committee. 

The Sun claimed the latest tape 
was hidden in an MI5 file labelled 
DI — Discarded Information — 
and may have been brought to 
light by a disgruntled secret ser- 
vice employee. 

The paper's transcript portrays 
Prince Charles and Prioress Di- 
ana in a heated discussion over 
the future of Princes William. 10, 
and Harry, eight, and where they 
would spend Christmas. 

At one stage in the conversa- 
tion, Princess Diana storms at 


Prince Charles: “Oh, don’t be so 
bloody childish!'' Her husband 
retorts: "Oh God." 

“Say something I want to 
hear,” she demands. 

“I'm leaving," he replies. 
Diana: “For once, stop being 
so self-centred. You still tiimlc erf 
me as the person you married.” 
Charles: “I stopped thinking, 
like that years ago.” 

Diana: “Yes, I suppose that 
would be a good indication of 
why we drifted apart, my dear.” 
Meanwhile, outrage mounted 
among opposition MPs asking 
why MI5 would be bugging the 
royal family, and who else was 
under the microphone. 

“These people have been burg- 
ling and bugging their way 
around for far too long without 
any check or scrutiny,” said 
Labour MP Robert Cryer. “It is 
time their intrusive actions were 
brought to an end.” 

“The bugging of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales is not a ques- 
tion of a threat to national secur- 
ity or a question of the future of 
the monarchy,” said shadow 
minister Mo Mowlam. “If royalty 
and potitidans are being bngged- 
...wbo else?" 


Yeltsin convenes special 
assembly on constitution 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, defying conserva- 
tive foes, Wednesday ordered the 

convening of a special assembly 
next month to finalise, a new 
presidential constitution for Rus- 
sia and to decide how it will be 
enacted. 

In a decree released by the 
Kremlin, Mr. Yeltsin accused the 
hardline parliament of blocking 
efforts to consult the Russian 
people by refetendmn on a new 
basic law for post-Soviet Russia 
and announced a Constituent 
Assembly for June 5. 

The decree stated that the 
assembly would be charged with 
“finalising preparation” of a new 
constitution but did nor specify 
how or when Mr. Yeltsin would 
attempt to see the new document 
enacted to replace the current 
Brezhnev-era law. 

A spokesman for Mr. Yeltsin’s 
press office told AFP it was the 
Constituent Assembly itself that 
would determine the guidelines 
for having the new constitution 
approved. 

Under cu r rent law, only the 
Congress of People’s Deputies — 
the fnllscale, Soviet-era parlia- 
ment that Mr. Yeltsin has sought 
for much of the past year to 
abolish — is empowered to mod- 
ify the constitution or enact a new 
one. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s decree stated that 
the Constituent Assembly would, 
comprise two delegates from each 
of the 88 “subjects,” or regions 
and republics, of the Russian 


Federation as well ask presiden- 
tial and parliamentary repre- 
sentatives. 

The Russian leader said bis 
decision to convene the assembly 
was justified given the results of tie 
April 25 referendum “which con- 
firmed the legitimacy of the presi- 
dent of Russia and confidence in 
his socio-economic policy.” 

The decision to convene the 
assembly came a day after Mr. 
Yeltsin sacked two top officials 
who had opposed his policies and 
was the latest thrust in the presi- 
dent’s campaign to consolidate 
reform and sideline conservative 
opponents. 

Shortly before Mr. Yeltsin’s 
decree was published, parliament 
Speaker Ruslan Khasbulatov 
appealed to lawmakers not to fall 
into a “trap" laid by Mr. Yeltsin, 
who he sought to involve them in 
“questionable affairs’’ with his 
assembly plan. 

“Only the Supreme Soviet, the 
future supreme iegislastive organ, 
can adopt the constitution,” Mr. 
Khasbulatov told an emergency 
meeting of representatives from 
local parliaments throughout 
Russia. 

Valery Zorkin, the chief justice 
of the Constitutional Court and a 
frequent critic of the president, 
also denounced Mr. Yeltsin’s- 
assembly plan and argued that 
the referendum results did not 
give Mr. Yeltsin authority for 
such a move. 

Mr. Zorkin attacked unnamed 


“foreign advisors” in the \ eltsin 
camp and drew a hypothetical 
parallel between Mr. Yeltsin s 
actions and a U.S. president tell- 
mg the Senate that the U.S. 
constitution was too old and 
should be scrapped. 

Despite the criticism from his 

adversaries, Mr. Yeltsin nonethe- 
less appeared to have the upper 
hand in his stnigle with the legisl- 
ature and the decree also 
announced the creation of a new 
presidential working group on the 
constitution. 

Mr. Yeltsin unveiled his draft 
constitution, . built around a strong 
presidenney, on April 29 when he 
told regional officials gathered at 
the Kremlin to take it back to 
their cosntituendes for study and 
to return with suggested changes. 

Wednesday’s decree said the 
work of the Constituent Assem- 
bly would be carried out “taking 
into account” modifications re- 
commended by regional govern- 
ments, organs of state power, 
political parties and movements, 
trade unions and Russian 
citizens. 

The parliament meanwhile was 
preparing its own rival draft con- 
stitution which favours a largely 
figurehead presidency and a par- 
liamentary republic. 

Representatives of the parlia- 
uent, including Deputy Speaker 
Nikolai Ryabov, were however 
also taking part in the sessions at 
the Kremlin on Mr. Yeltsin’s 
draft constitution. 


U.N. urges N. Korea to rejoin NPT 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — The 
Security Council overwhelmmgly 
urged North Korea Tuesday to 
reconsider its announced with- 
drawal from a nuclear treaty and 
to p e r m it unfettered international 
inspections of its military sites. 

The 15-member Council voted 
13-0, with abstentions by China 
and Pakistan, to call on North 
Korea to reconsider its 
announced withdrawal from the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). 

It also called on the Pyongyang 
government to permit inspections 
banned by North Korea. 

It called for consultations to 
resolve the standoff, but did not 
call for sanctions against North 
Korea for backing out of the 
treaty and for opposing U.N. 
inspections. 

North Korea's withdrawal from 
the treaty takes effect June 12. 
The treaty provides for withdraw- 
al by any member because of 
grave dreumstances. 

China has announced fts inten- 
tion to join the treaty, but Pakis- 
tan has not signed. 


North Korea had argued for a 
delay in the meeting and had 
sought a full-dress session in 
which a senior government offi- 
cial would address the Council. 
But the Council refused to wait. 

North Korean Ambassador 
Pak Gil Yon repudiated the legal- 
ly binding but mild ‘resolution, 
saying it would undermine peace 
and stability on the Korean 
peninsula and would not help 
resolve the disagreement. 

Meanwhile, North Korea 
scorned U.N. Security Council 
firessure for it to allow inspec- 
tions of its nudear facilities, re* 
ports said Wednesday, as South 
Korea warned that economic 
sanctions might be applied if 
Pyongyang remained defiant. 

North Korean President Kim 
D-Sung wanted that U.S.-led 
pressures for his country to open 
its nudear facilities to interna- 
tional inspection would meet with 
a “countersfrone from our peo- 
ple,” an official Korea Central 
News Agency (KCNA) report 
monitored here and in Tokyo 
sgud. 


He was speaking at a reception 
for Zimbabwe President Robert 
Mugabe in Pyongyang shortly be- 
fore the U.N. Security Council 
adopted the resolution urging 
Pyongyang to reverse its March 
12 decision to withdraw from the 
NPT. 

South Korean Foreign Minister 
Haw Sung-Joo meanwhile told 
reporters here Wednesday the 
“resolution provides North 
Korea with an opportunity to 
peacefully settle the issue. 

“But this is also a warning 
towards North Korea that sup- 
plementary measures could be 
taken.” he said, referring to a 
second U.N. resolution urging 
sanctions ffledy to be voted on 
before North Korea’s withdrawal 
from NPT takes effect on June 
12 . 

Mr. Han noted as “very signifi- 
cant” that China, North Korea's 
sole remaining communist men- 
tor, chose to abstain instead of 
using its veto as one of the coun- 
cil's five permanent members to 
block Tuesday’s resolution. 


Winnie Mandela targeted in death plot 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
Johannesburg newspaper said 
Wednesday a rightwing plot to 
assassinate black South African 
leaders included the killing of 
Winnie Mandela, estranged wife 
of ANC Chairman Nelson Man- 

The Star newspaper, which 
Tuesday reported a plot to kfll 
white Communist Party chairman 
and African National Congress 
leader Joe SIovo, said ANC 
Youth League President Peter 
Mokaba was also a target. 

The latest revelations came as 
three white rightwingers 
appeared in Boksburg. Magis- 
trate's Court in connection with 
the April 10 murder of Commun- 
ist Party Secretary-General Chris 
Hani. 

Polish immigrant Janusz 
Wains, rightwing politician Clive 
Derby-Lewis ana bis Australian- 
born wife Gaye were remanded 


in custody until May 21 without 
formal charges being laid in 
court 

Clive Derby-Lewis told repor- 
ters as he left the dock: “I am 
well.” 

A dozen rightwing supporters 
in the court gallery called “good 
luck” and leaned over to shake 
the hands of the accused. 

The Citizen newspaper, mean- 
while, said a man alarming to 
represent a black gnerrilla group 
had threatened to kill white 
Wolves leader Barend Strydom, 
an ultra-rightwing convicted mass 
murderer freed from prison last 
year under a government 
amnesty. 

The Citizen said the caller 
domed to represent the Azanian 
People's Liberation Army 
(APLA), guerrilla wing of the 
radical black Pan Africanist Con- 


The Citizen said the caller iden- 


tified himself as Lacko Zimin, 
deputy commander in chief of 
APLA, and threatened to kill 
Mr. Strydom with a bomb. 

Mr. Strydom’s father, Nic, was 
in the Boksburg court for the 
Wednesday hearing. The court 
was under heavy police and army 
guard and police relieved Mr. 
Strydom of a 9 mm pistol before 
allowing him Into the building. 

Meanwhile, at least seven 
blacks including two policemen 
have been killed around South 
Africa's volatile Natal province 
since Monday night, police said. 

They said a detective was 
ambushed on his way to work 
Wednesday morning by gunmen 
wielding AK-47 assault rifles in 
Lamontville, south of Durban. 

A police constable was gunned 
down in Umlazi township near 
Durban Tuesday and a wo man 
was then shot dead there 
Wednesday. 


Locked doors condemned Bangkok fire victims to death 


i^airaa 

s'iepirrjotfrGr’s fiance 

LONDON (AP) — The Princess 
0 * Wales met her stepmoiher’s 
new fiance in a chance encounter 
at a hotel lobby. Princess Diana, 
estranged wife of Prince Charles, 
was at Claridge's Hotel for a 
private luncheon on behalf of the 
National AIDS Trust. Raine 
Spencer, a widow since Princess 

Diana's father, Earl Spencer, 
died last year, was lunching 
separately with French Count 
Jean-Franco is De Giambrun. the 
day after their marriage plans 
were announced. As the newly 
engaged couple left the hotel', 
Raine told reporters they had met 
Princess Diana inside and talked. 
“The princess sent us some 
gorgeous flowers last night, with 
a message. It was very nice of 
her," the Countess Spencer said. 
Despite widely published reports 
that Princess Diana and her 
brother and sisters dislike their 
stepmother, Raine said, “I am on 
very good terms with my stepchil- 
dren-” She said she hoped they 
would attend her Jury v.-edcirg. 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Survivors 
of Bangkok's fire disaster in 
which more than 200 perished 
said Wednesday they were held 
up by locked doors and security 
guards as they tried to flee. 

And Assistant Police Chief 
Chaierm Rojanapradit charged 
there were no designated fire exit 
and no fire alarms or fire escapes 
at the doll factory. 

He said there was a company 
policy that no worker was 
allowed to leave the premises 
without first submitting to a body 
search by guards. 

Mr. Chaierm told reporters 
that managers and foremen at the 
plant apparently misread 1 the 
situation and prevented hundreds 
of frantic workers from fleeing 
the burning building during the 
first critical minutes after the fire 
was reported. 

"The security guards had a 
standing order net to let workers 
leave the factory’ without a body 
search for fear that they would 
steal materials and other valu- 
ables.” Mr. 'Chaierm said. 

He said the workers had never 
had a fire drill. 

Mr. Chaierm earlier said his 
initial investigation showed the 
factory buildings were “obviously, 
substandard." 

One company employee, 
Yodknar. Kong^uh, 20, said there 


“has never been any fire drill 
since I joined the company” two 
years ago. “They only taught 
some of us how to use a fire 
extinguisher." 

Other employees said doors to 
the string of bridges linking the 
four buildings in the complex 
were routinely kept locked, and 
security guards had prevented 
them from using the bridges to 
escape the fire. 

Survivors told reporters flames 
engulfed the factory quickly, the 
lights soon went out leaving the 
terrified employees in darkness, 
and the main building crumbled 
like “a house of cards" about 10 
minutes after the fire began. 

A spokeswoman for the In- 
terior Ministry's Labour Protec- 
tion and Welfare Department 
said Tuesday that the factory did 
not have a satisfactory emergency 
escape system. 

“It was completely insufficient 
for a factory employing 
thousands," she said. “And much 
the same situation prevails in 
thousands of other factories in 
Thailand." 

Some 4,000 employees, most of 
them women, were on the pre- 
mises at the time, and officials 
said that the death toll could rise 
dramatically as workers dig deep- 
er into The rubbie. 


Authorities continued interro- 
gating plant managers Wednes- 
day but no arrests were reported. 

Meanwhile Thai police said 
that the nation's worst fire may 
have been caused by negligence 
or arson, as weary rescue workers 
and soldiers continued to pick 
through the rubble of the ravaged 
factory for more bodies. 

Sobbing relatives crowded 
Bangkok police hospital to iden- 
tify the bodies of the more than 
200 victims, many of which were 
lain outside the autopsy unity 
because of the great number. 

Searchers sweltering in 38-de- 

f ree Celsius (100-degree 
ahrenheit) heat worked 
throughout the day with cranes, 
sledgehammers and power saws. 
But no more bodies were reco- 
vered from the massive piles of 
debris. * 

There was confusion' over the 
death toll, which Interior Minis- 
tty officials said remained at 240 
and a coordination centre set up 
at the scene said was 209. Offi- 
cials earlier said at % least 547 
people were also injured in die 
inferno, and many remained m 
serious condition. 

Investigators, meanwhile, be- 
gan focusing on the cause of 
Monday’s tragedy at the Kader 
Industrial (Thailand) doll factory, 


dubbed a “pit of hell" by th^ 
Bangkok Post newspaper. 

Police told AFP it now 
appeared the fire was not started 
by an electrical short circuit as 
first thought, and that investiga- 
tors were looking at the possibil- 
ity that carelessness or arson 
caused the blaze. 

■ ft 

Major General Pakom Sud par- 
kit, head of the Office of Scien- 
tific Crime, quoted a witness as 
saying the fire started in a store 
room. Gen. Pakom said he had 
investigated the area and found 
no evidence of a short circuit. ■ 

Local managers of the plant on 
Bangkok’s western fringe insisted 
it had met Thai standards. 

“Our system has regularly ex- 
amined by state agencies, includ- 
ing the departments of industiral 
works and labour,” Pichet 
Laokasem, the plant’s deputy 
managing director, told repor- 
‘ters. 

He said the company was being 
monitored by Thai authorities be- 
cause of two previous blazes, and 
had held fire escape drills once a 
month. 

“The last exercise was held late 
on April." Mr. Pichet said. 

Sprinklers were installed in ev- 
ery building, be added, but ack- 
nowledged there were no desig- 
nated fire exits. 
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Carlo AzcgbP Oarop 1 ^ 

Ciampi | 
wins 

Senate - 

confidence j 

vote : 

ROME ( Agencies) — The l feh-ui 
Senate passed a vote of iv»nn- * 
dence Wednesday in the new 
government of Prime Minister 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, giving the 
stamp of approval io his plans to 
implement histone political re- ^ 
forms. 

The lower house of parliament . - 

the Chamber of Deputies, > 
approved the new government's 11 
programme in a vote Friday in 
which former Communists and 
other key parties without minis- ^ 
ters in the Ciampi cabinet ah’ " 
stained. 

The Senate vote w.ts lt»- in 
favour of the government. 30 
opposed and 50 abstentions. Only 
248 of the 326 senator?, were 
present for the ballot. 

As in the chamber vote, sena- 
tors from the four parties present . 
in Mr. Ciampi's 12-day-old coali-. * 
tion, the Christian Democrats, 4 
Socialists, Social Democrats and i 
Liberals backed the government. 

The former communists of the I 
Democratic Party of the Left, the i 
centrist Republicans, Greens and 
the federalist Northern League ? 
abstained while the neo-fascist l 
MSI and the hardline Communist 
Refoundation Party; voted aguiust •! 
Mr. Ciampi. -t 

Mr. Ciampi has said his gov- 
ernment’s top priorities would be £ 
to implement electoral reforms 1 
approved by an overwhelming 1 
majority in a referendum last 
month and to overcome the vast I 
political corruption scandal which a 
has ravaged Italy's political estab- 
lishment. 

Meanwhile Milan magistrates ' 
Wednesday detained Franco 
Nobili, the head of Italy's biggest 
state company and the most 
senior business leader to be 
arrested in a 15-month corruption 
investigation. 

Mr. Nobili. 67-year-old chair- 
man of the Istituto Per La Rkos- 
truzione Industriale (IRI)J*i 
Europe’s second largest com- 
pany, was arrested in Rome and 
taken to Milan's San Vittore Pris- 
on, judicial sources said. 

Mr. Nobili, who took over as 
IRI chief in 1989, is accused of 
corruption and breaking the law 
on the financing of political par- 


rescue workers Tuesday carrying a body through dismembered tow 
JEEJ -bid, tart I. ik gramd w 


The sources stud the accusa- 
tions stemmed from 11 years he 
spent at Cogefer, one of Italy’s 
largest construction firms, before 
joining IRI. They relate to bribes 
allegedly paid to State Electricity 
Company (ENEL). 

In San Vittore, Mr. Nobili 
joins the ex-head of state energy 
firm ENI, Gabriele Cagliari, held 
for two months on similar 
charges. 

Mr. Cagliari, who resigned as 
chief of Italy’s second largest 
state corporation after his arrest, 
has admitted the group paid at>- 
out 26 billion lire ($17 million) in 
kickbacks to the country’s main 
political parties. 

Judicial sources said the magis- 
trates believed Mr. Cagliari had 
more to tell. 

In a separate development, for- 

^ nme Minister Giulio 
Andreotti, facing charges of col- 
lusion with the mafia, is due to 
appear before the foil Senate 
Thureday, which will decide 
whether to lift his parliamentary 
immunity. 

326 senators 
will be a test of deputies’ willing- 
ness to allow Italian magistrates 
to investigate the affairs 6f politi- 

STP’^d in corruption 

Nlore than 150 deputies out of 
956 elected to both chambers are 
currently under investi^S 

fn^?' . Andr *® tt| himself asked 
for his immunity to be lifted, after 

tmKS to convince the 
sd hoc parliamentary commission 
“Turing lifting his S 
that there was “no evidence” he 
has mafia links. n 

.,^ r ’ Andreotti has described 
the various charges against him 
grouped under L ^ 

to “ d now hopis 

^ve hs ow„ account tSbS 

Several mafia informers hH» 
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Becker, 

Courier 

advance 

SjtgLWfn - Fancy footwork 

World No- 7 Ivan 
from one of his worst 

“ tbe *■“ 

LcntB , the fifth seed !ttc . 
c . J 3 ^ 6-1 . ^ Uruguayan 

rilippmi m the first round and left 
®e conrt to the sound of whistles 
ffo ® “W disappointed fens. 

_J?5 B 0 " 8 Bedcer threw his 
weight around well encraeh to 

ciner ^ with a victory on rhe fast 
new surface. 

JZJT*' P^y«s have com- 
Pfenied that the day on the Fbro 

ftabco courts is just too slow 
compare! to Roland Ganos, site 
of the French Open. 

.This year, the organisers have 
OScen them at their word and 
speeded up the surface consider- 
ab y with new clay, adding lighter 
rahs to the tournament formod 
measure. ^ 

“You never get used to a loss in 
any round but after 15 years of 
tennis you learn to live with it," 
said Lendl, who only a fortnight 
ago sparked talk of a renaissance 
with his win in Munich the week 
after he made the final in Nice. 

“It was very slippery and I 
could not keep my feet. Every 
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Uruguay’s Marcdo Fffipphti 
Itetfaw Open (AFP photo) 


returns a shot to opponent Ivan Lendl whom he beat 6-2, 6-1 at the 


time I would run one direction I 
would slide for several metres 
and could not get back in time for 
th e next s hot." be complained. 

FUjppim's precise strokes made 
a mockery of Lendl's comeback 
plans as the 25-year-old South 
American, ranked 67th in the 
world, broke his serve almost at 
will. 

Becker, who has never done 
well on day, got along fine on the 
surface in his 6-4, 6-3 victory over 
Andrei Cherkasov of Russia. 

“rm heavier than Ivan so I 
don't slide as quickly as him," he 


joked.” It was not too slippery 
for me.” 

Jim Courier, still trying to ad- 
just to life as world number two 


after ousting qualifier Horado de 
La Pena of Argentina 6-2, 6-1. 


Steffi 

Graf took just 43 mmutes to 
overwhelm Floreocia Labat 6-2, 
6-2 and reach the third round of 
die German Open Tuesday. 

“Was that a match? «h^ asked 
afterwards. “It went so quickly. 
Whatever I tried was so easy and 


she made a lot of mistakes." 

The Argentinian left-hander, 
ranked 45th in the world, barely 
raised a challenge. Her normally 
strong forehand was not m evi- 
dence and she often put little 
weight behind the ball. 

Ninth seed Khnino Date fell to 
the big serving of Brenda Schultz, 
losing 64, 6-2. 

Natalia Zvereva, seeded 12, 
was beaten by American Ann 
Grossman. The Belarussian led 
5-2 but then lost the next 11 
games in a remarkable collapse to 
lose 7-5, 6-0. 


Sheep to be evicted from 
Wembley of the Middle East 


14. 1W3 

'^hV rflufiE; 
tcihIml 1 uiu £ 

l it* tfi’l ihir 'Jjl: 
r.i u -at*, ihft- 


•umlvr 2} i*UVi 

K'til wtul j ft.it 
• \> n Vim jihI ihr- 

i.'u i.m tfii#- 
n in **mi' ifr. 

I plr w ihil pc* 

I I U Suhci Hi'* V 

■niSshK' 

jl \.ui maki 4f* 
m'h .i 

.linurii; HE* 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Haying hosted World Cup soccer, Lebanese 
leaders now plan the eviction of 1,000 sheep and a refugee shanty 
from what was once the Wembley of the Middle Fast 

To prepare for the Pan-Arab Games that Lebanon will stage in 
1996, the government has committed itself to renovating the Gte 
Sportive complex from its dgsnlat* state. 

The $80 million reconstruction will rid the stadium of many of its 
war ghosts. It will also be severe test of the organisational ability of 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri. 

The premier put ins weight behind the project while welcoming 
India, Hong Kong and South Korea to the World Cup qualifying 
tournament, Beirut’s first 'post-war international sports event. 

Built for the 1957 Pan-Arab Games, the 65,000 capacity Gte 
Sportive was the biggest and grandest stadium in the Middle East. 
Lebanese were proud to sit there just to look at the region’s first 
electronic scoreboard and dock. 

But the Gte Sportive was an early victim of co nfli ct. The last 
Lebanese championship games were played there the day war brake 
out on April 13, 1975. 

Set in the Muslim suburb of Bir Hassam, the stadium became an 
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TODAY . AT 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA FILM 

i 

■ 

DRACULA 
LOVE NEVER DIES 

■ 

■ • 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 







Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 A 


Joanna Cassidy in 


dont 

The Baby 


MOM 

is Dead 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 830. 10:45 


: TeL: 625155. 


Nabil & HisharrTs 

AH LAN THEATRE 

presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays- 

al 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 


On Thursdays, Fridays' and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Jeff Speakman— in 


PERFECT WEAPON 

Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 830. 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 

NabH Al NUshini Theatre 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre hosts 

Al Fawanis Troupe acting 

'in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
nl, Amer Al Khafash 


arms depot for Palestinian forces based in die adjoining Sabra camp. 
It was bombarded for two days by Israeli planes before their 1982 
invasion. 

The barrage was so fierce the concrete upper terraces were left 
hanging precariously by their metal supports. They still do. t 

Already used asa ptaoo during a 1961 coup d’etat, the Israelis also 
used it to keep Palestinian prisoners. 

For almost 20 years, Lebanese soccer went underground. Gather- 
ings of the national squad were organisational nightmares. Players 
from the Christian sector had to take a boat to Nicosia and another 
back to the Muslim side where they used assumed identities. 

All internationals were held abroad. Now the Gte Sportive pitch is 
borne to more than 2,500 Lebanese who lost their homes m the war, 
Palestinian, Kurd mid other refugees, and their goats. The only 
football played is by children outride their makeshift huts. 

In the car park, Berkhetan Assaf and his family graze their huge 
flock of sheep. “Its the best ground we have ever been on,” he said. 

The basketball arena, once a regular fixture for the touring Harlem 
Globetrotters, has been turned into the Beirut meat market. Another 
adjoining gymnasium is for flowers and vegetables. 

Lebanon's sporting leaders had been waiting years for Hariri's 
announcement, when opening the Asian qualifying tournament for 
the Would Gap, that “work wiD start soon" on die new Gte Sportive. 

Hariri,' a butionaire constructor, has made his name as a prime 
minis ter determined to get Lebanon moving again. 

. The wheels are already in motion for the Gte Sportive. Rafiq 
Alameh, secr e t ar y general of the Lebanese Soccer Federation, said 
work will start tins summer. “When Hariri says something will be 
done you can trust bun,” said the soccer chief. 

Assaf said he has been told his sheep will have to move by the end 
of June. The refugees fear they will just be forced out with little 
warning. 

Alameh hopes most of the money will come from the Arab 
countries who will come to the Pan-Arab Games in three years. The 
Arab sports ministers co mmi t t e e is studying bow the stadium and 
other facilities will be financed. 

English Premier League 
Final Standings 

LONDON (AFP) — Final F-ngikh Premier League table after 
Tuesday’s games in which Tottenham beat Arsenal 3-1 and 
Queen's Park Rangers beat Sheffield Wednesday 3-1. 
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J> L GF GA FTS 


Manchester United 
Aston Vffla 
Norwich 
Blackburn 

Queen’s Park Rangers 
Liverpool 

Sheffield Wednesday 
Tottenham 
Manchester City 
Aresud 


Wimbledon - 
Evertou 

Sheffield United 

Coventry 

Ipswich 


Southampton 

nWam 

Crystal Palace* 
MHdtahrongfr* 
Nottingham Forest’ 


42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 


24 

21 

21 


17 

16 

15 

16 
15 
15 
14 

14 

15 
14 
13 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
11 
11 


12 6 
11 10 

9 12 
11 11 
12 13 
11 15 
14 13 

11 15 

12 15 
11 16 

14 14 

12 16 
8 19 

10 18 

13 16 
16 14 

15 15 
11 18 

10 19 

16 15 

11 20 
10 22 


67 

56 

61 


31 


63 

62 

55 


65 

46 

55 

55 

51 


74 

72 

71 

63 

59 

59 


56 


51 
56 

53 

54 

52 

50 

51 
54 
63 
48 
54 
41 


51 

38 

54 

55 
55 
53 
57 
55 
62 
61 

74 
62 
61 

75 
62 


57 

56 

56 

54 

53 

52 

52 

52 

51 


49 

49 

44 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH KIRSCH 
eiwT 


Inc 


W E EKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦Al 08762 9AKJ3 v7 *65 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 1 NT Pass 

» 

m 

What do you bid sow? 

m 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 9AKS 0AQ8 4AQ9842 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 ♦ Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold;- 

♦652 TAJ5 C-AKJ83 *72 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 v Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ765 7Q102 083 *952 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

2 ? Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

3 9 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— -Both vulnerable, as South 

you bold: „ ^ 

♦Q7642 T'A vA86S *A98 
The bidding has proceeded-' 

South West North East 

2 ♦ 


1 ♦ 

9 

a 

What do you bid now? 

Q.0 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦K J 109 73 “A1076 *K986 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

10 17 1 ♦ ? 

What action do you take? 


Bulls, Suns 
score wins 

CHICAGO (R) — Michael Jor- 
dan filled the basket and all the 
“loopholes” Tuesday, showing 
once again why he is the undis- 
puted leader of the two-time de- 
fending champion Chicago Bulls 
and the best player j n the NBA. 

Jordan scored 16 of his 43 
points in the fourth quarter to 
lead the Bulls to a 91-84 victory 
over the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
the opener of their best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference semifinal 


“As a leader you have to step 
in and cover the loopholes,” Jor- 
dan said. 

In the night's other game, 
Kevin Johnson scored 25 points 
and Richard Dumas added 22 as 
the Phoenix Suns held off the San 
Antonio* Spurs 98-89 in game one 
of their best-of-seven Western 

Conference semifinals. 

Meanwhile the Seattle Super- 
sonic* drew first blood in their 
best-of-seven Western Confer- 
ence semifinal with a 99-90 game 
one victory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

Jordan, whose playoff average 
against the Cavaliers is nearly 39 
points per game, kept the Bulls in 
the game with 19 first-half points, 
then took over in the fourth 
quarter. 

He opened the period with a 
jumper and layup to give Chicago 
a 68-63 lead. Stacey King's three- 
point (day gave the Bulls a 71-66 
lead with 9:39 remaining. 

Jordan fed Scottic Pippen for a 
dunk, then scored Chicago's next 
six points as the Bulls widened 
the lead to 79-70 with 5:52 to go. 

Jordan added four free throws 
and Scon Williams scored four 
points as. the Cavaliers got no 
closer than five points the rest of 
the way. 

Jordan was 16-for-30 from the 
field and made all 11 of his free 
throws. 

Jordan said he was sparked by 
Getakl Wilkins' claim to be the 
best defender against him in the 
league. 

‘Gerald is a great defensive 
player. He's a competitor,” Jor- 
dan said. “I respect that.” 

He added: “But it’s a challenge 
for me, also.” 

Soottie Pippen, who along with 
Jordan was named to the NBA 
all-defensive team earlier in the 
day, scored just nine points for 
the Bolls. 

Another Chicago “loophole” 
Jordan had to fill was the loss of 
starter Horace Grant, who 
twisted his ankle and played only 
19 minutes, scoring six points but 
grabbing seven rebounds. 

In Phoenix, every time it 
seemed the Suns were pulling 
away for good, the Spurs came 
bade. 

The Suns led by as many as 18 
points midway through the third 
quartr at 62-44 but the Spurs 
rallied to dose within nine at the 
end of the period, 75-66. 

Phoenix went on a 6-0 run to 
open the fourth quarter to take a 
15-point advantage at 81-66. 

But San Antonio answered 
with a 15-4 burst to dose within 
85-81 with 4:27 remaining. That 
was as dose as the Spurs would 
get as Barkley completed a three- 
point play on Phoenix’s next pos- 
session. 

Barkley finished with 18 points 
and 10 rebounds, but was just 
5-of-21 from tbe field. 

The Suns’ four other starters 
were a combined 27-of-46 from 
the floor. 

David Robinson had 32 points. 
10 rebounds and seven blocked 
shots to pace San Antonio. 
Antoine Carr chipped in 19 
points. 

Phoenix jumped out to a 32-19 
lead after one muster and led 

46-38 at tbe half. 

Tbe Suns, who posted the best 
record in the NBA during the 
regular season at 62-20, overcame 
a 2-0 defidt to defeat the Los 
Angeles Lakers to advance to the 
second round. 
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Jordan's Al Ahli 

Al Maidan Basketball Tournament 

Jordan’s Al Ahli consolidate 
lead with 91-69 victory 


By Aleen Bamuyan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Surprising results and tough com- 
petition is what Al Maidan's Basketball Tourna- 
ment has provided over the past few days despite 
the small number of fens following up tbe 
matches at tbe Sports Palace at Al Hussein Youth 
Gty. 

The c o m petition, held on tbe occasion of tbe 
40th anniversary of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
assumption of constitutional powers, has drawn 
seven Arab teams from Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine 
and Jordan. 

Judging by the results of the 14 matches the 
teams have played so far, one would have a 
difficult set of possibilities as to who tire eventual 
champion will be. especially since there are still 
some tough matches ahead for the teams vying 
for the title or an advanced standing. 

In the latest matches Wednesday. Iraq’s Al 
Naft upset Lebanon's Al Hikma 92-89. Tbe first 
half ended 45-42 for Al Hilrma who had won all 
their matches and dearly had the title in mind. 

In the other match of the day Al Ahli 
continued their unbeaten streak and scored 
another victory of 91-69 over the Iraqi Air Force 
team. 

The two teams from Iraq, which boast experi- 
enced players like Naseer Ahmad, Qusai Hatem 
and Thamer Mustafa, all well-known to Jorda- 
nian fens, fought it out in the only match that 
went into overtime, after the second half ended 
93-93. Al Naft managed to win the match 
107-104. 

In another match Ionian's Al Ahli scored an 


impressive 93-75 win over Lebanon's Al Riyadj in 
a match in which Al Ahli's players demonstrated 
a quality of play new to Jordanian basketball. 

Their fast and agile play and accurate three- 
potters by Marwan Ma'touq, Samcer Muiqus. 
Yousef Zaghlool and Nascr Bushnaq in addition 
to efforts by rising star Wahd Badran enabled Al 
Ahli to secure a most precious win over Al Riyadi 
who had earlier overcome Iraq's Al Naft 1 1 ! -v9. 

In other matches Lebanon's Al Hikma upset 
.Jordan's 1992 champions Al Orthodoxs 92-81, 
while Al Ahli managed a 1-point 77-76 win over 
Al Naft. 

Upcoming matches which will display the 
tough fight for tbe title include the dash of Al 
Ortbodoxi-Al Naft. Al Ahli-Al Hikma. Al 
Riyadi- Iraqi Air Force and the much awaited 
battle of Jordan’s aH-time rivals Al Ortbodoxi 
and Al Ahli Friday. 


Standings prior to Wednesday's 


p w 


GF SA Pts 


Al Ahli 
Al Hikma 
Al Riyadi 
Al Ortbadori 
Air Fora 


Al Naft 
Al Qnds 


3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 


3 

3 

2 

2 

1 
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2 

1 

3 
2 

4 


201 
261 211 
347 
277 
366 351 


207 408 


6 

6 

6 

5 

5 

4 
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South 

Korea 

defeat 

Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) •— Hong Kong 
beat India 2-1 in Beirut Tuesday, 
butressmg its lead in Asia Group 
D qualifying round for the 1994 
World Soccer Cup. South Korea 
moved into second place, defeat- 
ing Lebanon 1-0. 

Striker Loh Wai-Chi put Hong 
Kong in the lead 15 minutes into 
tbe first half, blasting a 20-year 
kick into the net of Indian goal- 
keeper Mohammad Yousef. 

The Indians turned on tbe heat 
through the rest of tbe first half, 
but Hong Kong goalkeeper 
Chang Hing-Wing made four 
spectacular saves that brought 
stupendous cheers from the 
stands, packed with 15,000 spec- 
tators. 

Nine minutes into the second 
half, Indian forward Vijayan 
Mani beaded in the equalizer 
from a long outside throw by 



str&er Abdul Fateh 
Korean player darin g their World 
South Korea woo 2-1 (AFP photo 


Francisco Silveira. Mani's goal 
came only four minutes after he 
received a yellow card from 
Pakistani referee Kassi Assaf. 

Striker Lee Kin- Wo scored the 
winning goal for Hong Kong in 
tbe 57th minute. 

Forward Ha Scok-Ju scored 
South Korea's sole goal in the 
17th minute of the day's second 
match with Lebanon. 

The Lebanese, playing in an 


international 
for the first time after 15 years of 
civil war, dominated the first half, 
but faltered in the South Korean 
penalty area. 

The South Koreans showed 
their superiority in the w yion d 
half. They controlled the midfield 
and mounted repeated attacks 
that were stopped by Lebanese 
goalkeeper Ahmad Sakr, the star 
of the match. 
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Bring in this Ad. and get 


COURSE MEAL 
FOR ONLY 


J.Ds 


★ The Only Restaurant In Jordan With A Truly 
Authentic Atmosphere and Taste of The Far EasL 

★ Chinese, Thai , Phillipino, Indonisian, Malasoian 
and Japanese Specialities. 

★ Live Band Every Night 

★ World Wide Programs VIA SATELLITE. 

★ COCKTAILS. 

46 Buhiuri Street f0R RESERVATION & 

2nd Circle, Joocu Amman TAKEAWAY 
Opposite French Loaf ^3482 

HOURS 12 NOON - 12 
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FOR SALE 


Diplomatic family has Yamaha upright piano (ETERNA 
model) for sale. Polished ebony. Width 148 cm (58 W). 
height 108 cm. (42 W). Like new and in perfect condition 
JD 2.350. 

Only serious buyers please. Tel.: 826839 


CAR FOR SALE 

1986 Lancia Thema i.e. 4-door. 5-speed MT, A/C, climate 
control, power windows & locks. AM/FM cassette 
Asking for JD 2750. DUTY NOT PAID. 

Please call 829520 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Gallant Super Saloon, full options 
white colour. 

Excellent condition, customs not paid. 

Please call tel.: 822961 


POSITION WANTED 


Jordanian citizen, U.S. graduate, seeking a professional position 
in academia, business, international mission and/or organisa- 
tion. Has the tallowing qualifications-. Ph.D in university and 
college administration/personnel and industrial relations. Mas- 
ters degree in public administration and BA in law. Has 
command of both written and spoken English. Professional 
background in law, finance, business and special education. 
Willing to travel and relocate. 

P.O.Box 156, Salt-Jordan, Tel. (5) 565-844 
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Karadzic sees Serb 


4 


no’ on peace plan 


PALE, Bosnia (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic Wednesday predicted 
his people would vote “no" this 
weekend in a referendum on an 
international peace plan for Bos- 
nia. 

Mr. Karadzic confirmed be and 
members of the self-proclaimed 
Bosnian Serb assembly would not 


be attending a meeting of Yugos- 

Mc 


lav, Serbian and Montenegrin 
legislators due to be held on 
Friday in Belgrade. 

The Belgrade meeting is in- 
tended to preempt tbe referen- 


dum on the plan, drawn up by 

J Lord 


mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Owen. 

Mr. Karadzic said he expected 
the result of tbe referendum 
would be known next Wednes- 
day. 

Only after that could the Bos- 
nian Serb assembly decide 
whether to attend a pan-Serbian 


parliamentary meeting pro 
by Serbian President Slo 



Milosevic. 

Explaining why Bosnian Serbs. 

would reject the Vance-Owen 
plan, Mr. Karadzic told repor- 
ters; 

“The people living here have 
established their own state and 
they don't exjrect half of them to 


jive under Muslinl or Croat 
domination and another half to 
Jive in a kind of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. He want to be linked, 
that is how we feel our safety." 

Nagorno-Karabakh is an 
Armenian-populated enclave in 
Azerbaijan, and has seen some of 
the fiercest ethnic-based righting 
in the former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Karadzic said the Bosnian 
Serbs had already been accused 
of delay tactics on the Vance- 
Owen plan and could not delay 
the referendum any longer. 

“The people have to decide, 
the people who have paid a high 
-price in this fight for freedom," 
he said. 

Mr. Milosevic, who has put 
much pressure on tbe Bosnian 
Serbs to join the Bosnian Mus- 
lims and Croats in signing the 
peace plan, said the decision was 
too. important to be left to tbe 
Bosnian Serbs alone. 

“Mr. Milosevic never influ- 
enced the Serbian people here. 
That is an illusion of the West," 
Mr. Karadzic said. 

Heavy street righting wracked 
the southwestern city of Mostar 
Wednesday despite attempts by a 
U.N. commander to broker a 
new cease-fire between Bosnian 
Croats and Muslim-led army 
troops. 

Much of the eastern. Muslim- 
held section of the city was in 
flames as Croat forces battled to 


treak a Muslim foothold on the 
west side of the Neretva River, 
which Bosnian Croats want as 
their eastern-most boundary. 

Veso Vegar, a spokesman for 
the Croat forces, said five soldiers 
were lolled and about SO wound- 
ed since Tuesday afternoon. A 
colleague said dozens of Muslim 
wounded were hospitalised on 
tbe Croat side. 

In eastern Bosnia, Canadian 
peacekeepers came under fire in 
the Muslim enclave of Srebrenica 
Tuesday, said U.N. spokesman- 
Barry Frewer in Sarajevo. A 
Canadian corporal was wounded. 

Srebrenica was declared a de- 
militarised zone last month but 
“we are seeing continued uneasi- 
ness in the area," Mr. Frewer 
said. 

In nearby Zepa, civilians began 
-returning from the hills where 
they had fled a Serb assault last 
week, after Ukrainian peacekeep- 
ers arrived to begin demilitarising 
the area. 

The U.N. was to begin eva- 
cuating about 200 wounded from 
Zepa, one of six “safe areas" 
declared by the U.N. Security 
Council last week. 

At U.N. headquarters, Bos- 
nia's Muslim-led government 
asked tbe United Nations to with- 
draw its 9,000 peacekeepers and 
aid workers in order to dear the 
way for lifting the U.N. arms 
embargo. The Security Council 
planned to discuss Bosnia later 
Wednesday, but is unlikely to go 
along with the request. 

U.S. President BQl Clinton said 
Wednesday the United States 
cannot ignore the Moody Yugos- 
lav civil war for fear of getting 
caught in another Vietnam. He 
predicted new allied steps in the 
coming days will “make peace 
more likely." 

Although Mr. Clinton said no 
final decision has been made, it 
appears increasingly likely the 
steps will indude sending a small 
contingent of American troops to 
.join United Nations forces in the 
former Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia, a symbolic deploy- 
ment designed to stop the fighting 
from spreading. 

“It is in the United State’s 
national interest to keep this con- 
flict from spilling over into a lot 
of other countries, which could 
drag the United States into some- 
thing with NATO that we don’t 
want,” Mr. Clinton said in a 
morning radio interview. 

Mr. Clinton has been frus- 
trated by tbe refusal of European 
allies to endorse his 'calls for 
lifting the aims embargo against 
Bosnian Muslims and possible air 
strikes against Bosnian Serb 
targets. 
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New Shuneh extends rousing 


welcome to King Hussein 


By P.V.Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


NEW SHUNEH, tbe Jordan 
Valley — Wednesday was a 
day of festivity and celebra- 
tions for tbe residents of this 
small town on the main road 
from Amman to tbe bridge, 
across the River Jordan as IBs 
Majesty King Hussein was 
their guest of honour for lunch. 

It was also an occasion for 
the bedouin tribes of the Jor- 
dan Valley to extend a re- 
sounding reaffirmation of their 
loyalty to die Hashemite lead- 
ership and pledge to continue 
their contribution to nation- 
buikling. 

The jubilation and happiness 
of the people of New Shuneh 
to receive the King appeared 
to have been best sumarised by 
an elderly tribesman who de- 
scribed a slight drirale during a 
welcoming ceremony for tire 
Monarch as “tbe tears of joy of 
our skies to have His Majesty 
among us.” 

At least 3,000 people, the 
bulk of them from the domi- 
nant Adwan tribe in North 
Shuneh, gathered under 
makeshift tents in the farm- 
grounds of Sami Affash AJ 
Adwan, the mayor of New 
Shuneh and leader of tbe 
Adwans, one of the largest 
tribes in Jordan. 

As the invited guests waited 


inride, listening to national 
music and songs in praise of 
King Hussein, an equal num- 
ber crowded outside to have a 
glimpse of the King. 

Sixteen Arab stallions car- 
rying tribesmen dressed in 
tbeir typical robes and ringing 
songs offered a traditional 
escort to the Monarch riding 
on the roof of his car to the 
ceremony ground from a 
purpose-built helipad a few 
hundred metres away where he 
had landed to the cheers of the 
crowd. 


liament members. Royal Court 
officials, heads and senior 
officers of the armed forces 
and security departments, and- 
the guests were treated to 
lunch by Mr. Adwan, a brother 
of Mohammad Al Adwan, 
chief of Royal Protocol. 


Delivering brief speeches — 
interspersed with hails to the 
Monarch — to welcome the 
King and pledge continued 
loyalty to the Hashemite 
throne were Mayor Adwan 
and representatives of Jordan 
Valley farmers and the youth 
of the Adwan tribe. 

The speeches also included 
expressions of deep gratitude 
to the King and the govern- 
ment for their help to the 
farmers in times of crisis and 
appeals for continued assist- 
ance. 


In an emotional speech, tbe 
King later fold the crowd: “As 
long as live I will not forget this 
occasion of meeting you — 
members of our one family — 
and the love and affection you 
have for me...” 

“I pray to God to help us 
protect this land which our 
grandfathers and fathers pro- 
tected and to keep our beads 
raised high, tznbowing to none 
but God,” he said. 


“May God safeguard our re- 
lationship and help us continue 


on our path towards serving 
the interests of the nation," 
said the King. 


** 


The King, who was accom- 
panied by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdallah Elen AJ Hussein and 
Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Cabinet and Par- 


Let us perform our duties 
so that the next generations 
will say that we had done our 
best,’’ he said. “We are aU 
citizens and soldiers of tbe 
nation...** 

Addressing the appeals of 
the residents of the Jordan 
Valley, the King promised to 
“do the best I can to fulfil! your 
demands and resolve your 
problems" and called on them 
“to shoulder their responsibili- 
ties and perform their duties." 


Jordan ponders path to future 


(Continued from page I) 


Z 


Stagnation on either level 
could only have a negative, 
maybe even detrimental, effect 
on Jordan’s budding democra- 
cy and, ultimately, stability. 
The next parliamentary elec- 
tions, scheduled for around 
November this year, could 
strengthen the bands of those 
who oppose tbe peace process 
and the IMF-World Bank 
rogramme, mainly the hard- 
e Islamists. 

Jordan could find itself in a 
bind if either the anti-peace 
groups attain a majority in the 
next parliament or the widely 
acclaimed policy of peaceful 
containment of the “fun- 
damentalist threat" eventually 
fails the test. 

The regime is not saying 
much about how it intends to 
play its cards in a clean demo- 
cratic game and at the same 
time ensure security and con- 
tinuity of moderate policies in 
the regional and international 
contexts. 

Since the regime cannot de- 
pend on achieving break- 
throughs in the unpredictable 
peace process, which would in 
turn strengthen the hand of the 
centrist candidates in the elec- 
tions, Jordan has to look in- 
ward for panaceas. 

The Kingdom currently 
operates under an elections 
law that could give hardliners, 
on both the left and right, the 


edge they need to win a major- 
ity in the next parliament. The 
regime has the constitutional 
power to change tbe law into a 
one-man-one-vote system that 
would almost certainly curb 
tbe chances of the hanflines, 
especially the ultra conserva- 
tive right. But whether it 
would do so and risk in the 
process drawing accusations of 
being “undemocratic” is a 
question that will not be 
answered for several weeks. 

The King has just asked the 
Prime minister, Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, to retain bis pre- 
sent Cabinet, which is not like- 
ly to produce any electoral 
change, until the end of May, 
when a final decision on the 
issue has to be made. As Sharif 
Zeitfs government was largely 
expected to resign soon after 
the celebrations to mark tbe 
King’s 40th anniversary on the 
throne on May 2 were ended, 
however, the move was seen as 
the beginning of the last phase 
in tire wait-and-see policy that 
Jordan has followed over the 
last few months. 

Needless to say, this phase is 
going to be crucial for the 
ultimate decision that has to be 
taken on the need or the lack 
of it thereof for electoral re- 
form. Tbe choices are many, 
but there is only one that mlj 
have to be made in the end. On 
this choke will depend much of 

what happens in Jordan in the 
future. 


Washington talks struggle ahead 


(Continued from page I) 


An international meeting in 
Oslo on Middle East refugees 
heard a report Wednesday 
aiding Israel to pay more 
attention to the reunification 
of Palestinian families forced 
to live apart, delegates said. 

The Palestinian issue domin- 
ated business on the second 
day of the dosed-sesaon talks. 

Tbe report covering the 
plight of families in Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan and the occu- 
pied territories “found that 
Israel should pay more atten- 
tion to the reunification of 
families,” Mykola Cholombyt- 
fco, head of the Ukrainian de- 


legation, told Reuters. 

Delegates said tbe refugee 
talks, taking place in Oslo at 
the invitation of the Norwegian 
government and due to end on 
Thursday, had so far managed 
to avert the procedural wrang- 
les which hampered an earlier 
round in Ottawa last Novem- 
ber. 


Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Joergen Holst, opening 
the talks on Tuesday, said : 
“Families have been separated 
and violated by the conflict in 
the Middle East. You must 
find ways of reuniting them or 
reconnecting the human 
bonds,” he said. 


The choices for electoral reform 


(Coothwed from page 1) 


the law among the majority of 
the country's political groups is 
not accompanied by a similar 
accord on the need for, or 
nature of, the change. 

Proponents of the change 
base their argument on tbe 
major contention that tbe law 
is not conducive to fair repre- 
sentation of all sectors of socie- 
ty. Its opponents fear the re- 
puicussions of changing it on 
the stability of the country and 
question the workability of the 
vaguely defined offered 
alternatives. 

The law divides Jordan into 
20 constituencies based on 
administrative borders and 
assign each constituency a 
number of seats in the House 
that do not reflect the popula- 
tion concentration in each 


This, opponents of tbe law 
say, is undemocratic because h 
does not guarantee equal rep- 
resentation for citizens. 

For example, they say, the 
govemorate of Zarqa, whose 
population is estimated at over 
half a million people, is given 
six seats, one of which is re- 
served for tbe Circassian and 
Chechen minority and another 
for Christians. On the other 
land, Tafileb, a gove morale of 
about 70,000 people, has three 
seats in die Lower House. 


Accordingly, while rougdj 


each 22,000 people in Ti 
have one deputy, there is one 
representative few every 80,000 
citizens in Zarqa, which is un- 
fair, if not altogether unconsti- 
tutional, according to critics of 
the law. 

To redress this situation, 
.some proposals focus on divid- 
ing the country into 80 voting 
districts with equal allocations 
of seats to each area through 
increasing the number of the 
House members to allow for 
the representation of under 
represented sectors of society. 

Along with such proposals, 
critics of the law are deman- 
ding the introduction of one- 
man-one-vote system to ensure 
that voters have the same vot- 
ing power m all districts of the 
Kingdom. 

Under the current law, vo- 
ters have as many votes as the 
number of deputies in t Jitmt 


districts, which means that a 
voter in the Fifth District of 
Amman, which has five seats, 
can cast five votes while a voter 
in the First District can vote for 
three candidates only. 

A political analyst who 
opposes changing tbe law says 
that it will not be feasible for 
Jordan to redivide the voting 
districts for both practical and 
political reasons. On tbe prac- 
tical level, he says, increasing 
the number of candidates to 
allow for an equal representa- 
tion of all citizens in aU districts 
would dramatically increase 
the number of Lower House 
members. 

To illustrate this, one has to 
look at the numbers, he says. 
“If the number of seats for 
Amman is to be increased so as 
to ensure that Ammanites and 
people of Tafileh have equal 
representation, tbe seats for 
Amman have to be increased 
to rougMy 43 seats. If that is 
applied to die rest of the voting 
districts, the number of seats 
needed will be too high." 

. Dividing Jordan into 80 vot- 
ing districts is also difficult to 
do due to die political repur- 
cussons such a move would 
generate. While it was easy to 
divide Irbid into five districts 
because the division was made 
along borders that historically 
existed among parts of the 
governorate (Ajloun, for ex- 
ample, is historically separated 
from Jerash and Ramtha), it 
will be difficult to do so in 
Tafileh where no such divisions 


In the absence of a par- 
liamentary system with an Up- 


per House that gives equal 
representation to all geog- 
raphic areas of the country, the 
current law guarantees that all 
governo rates and administra- 
tive areas are represented, 
according to other analysts. 

Members of the Upper 
House are appointed by the 
King on the bams of experience 
and personal capabilities while 
in the United States, for exam- 
ple, all states are equally repre- 
sented regardless of tbe size of 
their population. 

But if the current division of 
voting districts is maintained, 
even Mr. Masri, who supports 
what he calls the one-person- 
ooe-vote system, believes that 
the formula would not be suit- 
able. 

If the system is introduced 
without changing the voting 
districts, a mathematical possi- 
bility exists for a major differ- 
ence to arise in the number of 
votes that carried each deputy 
to the House. 


The watt reserved for minorities 
and tbe voting age are also among 
the shortcomings that critics of the 
current elections law point to. Hie 
law reserves three seats for the 
Circassian and Chechen ethnic 
minorities, eight seats for Christ- 
ians and six scats for bedouins. 


exist. 

Voting districts in Tafileh 
will have to be drawn in line 
with population concentration 
which will mean some tribes 
will be represented and others 
will not because tribes have 
traditionally peopled the same 


But while ensuring the repre- 
sentation of these minorities, the 
law prevents their mem ben from 
running for elections in districts 
where seats for minorities are not 
included. This goes against the 
Constitution which says all Jorda- 
nians have equal rights regardless 
of tbeir religion or ethnic origins. 


some analysts wy. 


“That,” said one analyst, 
“will strengthen negative tri- 
balism and would certainly 
have negative political con- 
sequences that could threaten 
harmony and stability in the 
Kingdom.” 

The current voting districts, 
said the highly-informed 
analyst who requested anony- 


mity, also ensures geographic 


and demographic representa- 
tion of all pails and sectors of 
the cocmtry- 


Supporters of the law respond to 
this argument by saying that do law 
is perfect and that the law has 
proven to be in concert with tbe 
composition of society, with 
advantages, even for minorities, 
exceeding the disadvantages. . 

"People have gotten used tothc 
law and any changes in it might 
backfire on the stability of the 
country,” said one analyst who 
asked .not to be named. 

This analyst, who concedes the 
need for changing some provisions 
of the law, says the political risk of 
changing the election? law at tbb 
point far outweigh the benefits that 
the changes could bring. 

“Let people get used to the 
elections process, let the democra- 
Dsation process develop stronger 
roots and then bring in changes to 
the law," to which people have 
grown accustomed, he says. 


mission reports 


Israel’s abuse of rights 


GENEVA (R) — A U.Nrteam 

has said that Palestinians in tnfe 

^ _ ■ ■ 


Israeli-occupied territories 
still being failed and tortured 


since a more moderate Labour 
government took over from the 
right-wing nationalist Likud 



A U.N. investigative commit- 
tee urged Israel to t a k e concrete 
steps to improve the human rights 
situation In die occupied territor- 
ies as a key to concluding the 
recently-resumed Middle East 
peace talks. 

Reporting cm a two-week mis- 
sion to tbe region — - though it 
was barred from visiting the occu- 
pied territories — the committee 
issued a communique which also 
expressed concern about the 
neatly 400 Palestinians expelled 
tat December and still in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

“The special committee was 
repeatedly informed about the 
harsh measures used by the 
Israeli authorities to repress 
opposition to, and the uprising 
against, the occupation," a 
spokesman said. 

The committee, which reports 
to the U.N. General Assembly, 
completed its hearings in Syria, 


’ Jor dan and Egypt on May 8- A* 
in previous years, Israel denied it 
''access to the occupied territories. 

The committee, which based its 
finding s on reports in the Israeli 
press as well as on oral evidence, 
was led by Stanley Kalpage, Sri 
Lanka's ambassador to tbe Un- 
ited Nations. 

■fhe communique said: “The 
testimony concerning human 
rights violations suffered by the 
witnesses, their relatives, friends 
or neighbours as well as on the 
living conditions prevailing in the 
territories, confirmed reports that 


the special committee had rc- 
rea aboi 


ceived about the persistence of 
serious human rights violations in 
the occupied territories since the 
taking ofoBSce of Prime Minister 
v-hjudr RpHin's government." 

MrTILd>ia tccr. over tne Israeli 

government last June after a 
crushing electoral defeat of Mr. 
Shamir's Likud administration, 
the most right-wing in tbe coun- 
try's history. 

The committee cited concern 
about the “high number of deaths 
and serious injuries inflicted upon 
the civilian population, especially 
minors,” and “unjust methods of 
house demolition.” 


Saudi theologians 


assail rights group 


RIYADH (AP) — The chief 
Muslim theological body of Saudi 
Arabia Wednesday castigated 
scholars and lawyers who recently 
set up a human-rights commission 
in tbe kingdom. 

A statement fay the 20-member 
sup reme council of ■>!«■»« said 
the group was illegal. 

Expressing “surprise at tbe be- 
haviour of those brethren who set 
themselves up as defenders of 
legitimate rights in Saudi Ara- 
bia,” tbe council said its members 
“unanimously agreed on the ille- 
gality of this commission or its 
recognition." 

The council said Saudis knew 
they could have recourse to 
courts ruled fay Islamic law, “no- 
one is prevented from presenting 
grievance to concerned parties in 
tii esc courts or the Drwan Al 
Mazaiam (grievances court).” 

“The signatories of that dec- 
laration know ail this full well, as 
they know what confusing rami- 
fications it can have," the state- 
ment added. 

The council is chaired by 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben Baz. 


The statement was signed by 19 
of the 20 members. Council 
sources said the missing signature 
belonged to an elderly theologian 
who was in hospital for treat- 
ment. 

The six men who announced 
the formation of the commission 
are led by Abdullah Ben Su hu- 
man Al Mas’ari, a retired judge 
of the grievances court, which 
receives petitions from indi- 
viduals agsunst the state. 


Their “declaration of the estab- 
lishment of the commission for 
the defence of legitimate rights,” 
distributed last week, carried 
their names and addresses in 
Saudi Arabia to be contacted by 
“whoever wishes to report an 
injustice to us or communicate 
authentic information that help 
eliminate injustice, support the 
oppressed and defend legitimate 
rights.” 


It said the commission was set 
up because Sharia “made it in- 
cumbent upon the Muslims to 
support the oppressed and to 
eliminate injustices." 


Yemen opposition frets 


over ruling parties’ merger 


DUBAI (R) — Yemen's opposi- 
tion groups are worried that a 
merger of the former ruling par- 
ties of North and South Yemen 
would leave them out in the cold 
but diplomats say President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh is keen to bring 
them into his new government. 

The merger will give the for- 
mer ruling parties an absolute 
majority in the newly-elected par- 
liament. 

A spokesman for the main 
opposition group, the Islamist 
Yemen Gathering for Reform 
(YGR) which won at least 52 
seats in the April 27 election, said 
tbe party bad not yet decided how 
to react. 

“There is . no decision yet. 
There are discussions,” he Said. 

Diplomats in die capital Sanaa 
said the YGR and other smaller 
opposition groups saw the merger 
as a conspiracy to rob them of any 
major influence in parti ament, 
due to hold its first session Satur- 
day. 


But despite their worries, the 
main opposition groups were 
keeping a low profile for now in 
the hope of securing government 
seats, the diplomats said. 

The merger agreement said 
vice president, Ali Salem Al 
Baidh, who heads the formerly 
Marxist Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) wifi be vice-president. 


The conservative GPC, which 
ruled the former North Yemen, 
emerged as the largest single par- 
ty from the election, the fust 
since Yemen united in 1990. 

Results have yet to be finalised 
because of complaints about irre- 
gularities in some constituencies 
and because some legislators 
elected as independents have 
joined one or other of the parties. 

But even if the disputed seats 
and their independent followers 
are not counted the two parties 
could muster an absolute major- 
ity of least 164 of the 301-seats in 
parliament. 


Bush Is not worth the 


explosives — Iraqi aide 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Wednesday . it would not 
waste explosives on falling former 
U.S. President George Bush who 
was already politically dead, de- 
nying allegations of an Iraqi plot 

to assassinate die country's arch- 
foe. 

Mr. Bush “failed himself when 
he led the aggression against 
Iraq," said Abdul Jabbar 
Mohsen, press adviser to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, in an arti- 
cle published by Al Iraq news- 


X' 


argued that Mr. Bush lost 
the November election because 
of tbe 1991 Gulf war, which 
evicted Iraq from Kuwait, and 
was since politically dead. 

The former president “does 
not deserve us to sacrifice a few 
kilogrammes of explosives,” said 
Mr. Mohsen. Iraq “is not the 
kind to assassinate the dead and 
commit profanity against corp- 


He said Kuwaiti allegations of 
to fall Mr. Bi 


an Iraqi plot to fall Mr. Bush in a 
carbomb attack were fabricated 
to sabotage Baghdad's efforts at 
economic recovery and as prop- 
aganda that Iraq still posed a 


threat to Kuwait. 

A Senior U.S. Administration 
official said Saturday there was 
“credible intelligence” that the 
Iraqi government was involved in 
the plot, Kuwait said it was unco- 
vered by Kuwaiti authorities dur- 
ing Mr. Bush's April 14-16 visit to 
the emirate. 

Mr. Mohsen said, be believed 
the accusations were at 

fabricating a crisis to keep in 
place U.N. sanctions im p o sed 
ter Iraq invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Kuwait Monday charged 16 
suspects including' alleged Iraqi 

agente with trying to assassinate 
Mr. Bush. 

It said the gang, led by an Iraqi 
mtelhgence colonel, planned to 

. ^ using a carbomb- or 
suicide bomber. 

Iraq had expressed hopes that 

5L°?r d ,mpravc relations with 
Washington under the adminis- 

tn 2f” w ^ rc * dent Bill Clinton. 
Mr. Mohsen wrote an open 


j? ltcr J° M 7 - Qinton shortly be- 
fore his inauguration calling on 
hmuo aband on the poUde <5f hi, 

uiEflBCVUcCnr on/f . 


With. Iraq. — -‘fcaogue 
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Cezanne ttle stun* 
art market 


NEW YORK tRj/-; 


Ceram* still hfe of a bowl 
apples stunned the aft market 
selling for million at auc- 
tion. the first painting to bring » 
over S20 million in three y«W Of 
disappointing sales. Works by. 
Renoir, Braque ami Maosc c aao 
sold well at ine Sotheby’s aucxieu 
house sale bolstering the hopes** 
suction officials and an deafen 
that a three-year slump m the 
high end of the market 
The Cezanne, which Sotheby's- 
had estimated would sell fo* a - 
mere $10 million, was sold to m 
unidentified buyer after a heated . 
battle between two teleph ony 
bidders that jumped m $1 mUboiw- 
increments. The price broke tha 
Cezanne record of $17.2 miWau 
for another still life and stunned 
the jam-packed gallery. 'The 
Cezanne was.a thrilling surprise, 
said Diana Brooks, president and 
chief executive officer at, 
Sotheby's. Tbe price fell far short 
of the world record price for a 
painting of $152-5 million in 199 0 
for Vincent Van Gogh's Portrait. 
Of Dr. Gachet. Sotheby's offi- 
cials were also pleased with tife 
rest of the 56-lot mIc, which, 
totalled some S76 million. 


When guest don’t 
show, hosts invite 
stray dogs 


COLOMBO (AP) — Those 
lucky Sri Lankan dogs. When 40js» 
adult guests didn't show for a 
ceremony honouring teenagegv 
who helped build a crematorium, 
villagers grabbed stray dogs, co- 
vered them with garlands and fed 
them rice, curry and desserts. 1 
The teenagers, in the central vil- 
lage of Kotxnalc, were happy to 
share the days with the decked- * 
out dogs;; the Divaina newspaper, 
reported. 


Teenager accused 
of stealing 
subway train 


NEW YORK (R) — Police say 
he took the “A” train — for a 
ride. In a first in the annals of 
New York crime, a teenager has 
been arrested on suspicion of 
stealing a city subway train. 
Keren Thomas, 16, allegedly 
showed up at a Northern Manhat- 
tan depot in a transit authority 
uniform and with tbe handle and 
key required to move a train. 
Assigned a 10-car train on the 
“A" line — made famous by a 
Duke Ellington song — he gotlP 
smoothly to the end of the line in 
Queens, a transit authority 
spokesman said. But coining 
back, he ran a red light, stopping 
the train. 


Aborigines put 
curse on football 
official 


SYDNEY (R) — Aborigines, 
incensed by comments by an Au- 
stralian Rules Football official, 
put a curse on him but did not, as 
threatened, “point the bone" — a 
traditional death spell. Television 
cameras watched as an aborigine 
in Darwin, dressed in white body 


paint, jabbed a spear at the face yt 

aX ^ —II* ta _ _ fed 


of Collingwood Football Club 
President Allan McAlister during 
a reception, singing a song to 

Kavnn liiMa kn 4 1 ■ « 


bring him bad luck for a year. 

IcCalis- 


The curse followed Mr. ... 

tor’s comment last month that 
aboriginal football players were 
acceptable in the sport a& long as 
they behaved like whites. 


Wisconsin crop 
circle called hoax 


KJENOSHA. Wisconsin (R) - A 
35-foot (10-metre) ring in a faim 
field was caused by pranksters 
using weed killer in an area of 
Wisconsin where residents re- 
ported seeing unidentified flying 
object last winter, police sail 
Ted Steele* whose house abuts 
the field, said he woke up to find- 

? c l , ‘ ,lke design earlier this 
month after a night during which 

“ and son heard strange 
noises. The ring consists of grtS 

chopped off close to the ground 
^7 ® c J^k brown inner circle that 
j£?ks hke a scorch mark, tieefc 
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Nineties will be 
‘decade of fraud’ 


GENEVA (R) - The « 
be the decade of fhm 
5f- s * investigate 
Kroll. k. 

mitigations, i 

Sfcwa-Amena in Cham 
Otameroe: “The 1990a 
> deca& of fried, n* i 
m the United States 

mptacteJike Japan. We b 
the surface of thu 

European context.” He si 
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